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NEWS SUMMARY 
A NEW SCALE OF ARCHITECT’S FEES for state-aided 
housing schemes has now received official approval. p. 960 
THE NAMES OF THE SUCCESSFUL CANDIDATES in 
the RIBA Examination in Professional Practice and Practical 
Experience are given on p. 960 
THE MINISTER OF HOUSING has accepted an appeal made to 
him by the New Barbican Committee in regard to their proposed 
development of the Barbican site. An appeal is to be held. p.97\ 
THE RIBA have lent their support to proposals that, in certain 
cases, percentages of retention money should be reduced. p. 973 
AN APPEAL AGAINST the City Corporation's refusal to allow 
an increased angle of light for a proposed new building in King 
William-street is reported. p. 974 
HAMPSTEA D BOROUGH COUNCIL has been given per- 
mission by the MOHLG to order steel for a housing scheme in 
advance of inviting tenders for the project. p. 978 
THE CASE FOR THE MANUFACTURE of half-bricks is 
examined by a contributor. p. 978 
REVISION OF THE RIBA FORM OF CONTRACT must 
ensure a fair deal for the sub-contractor, Mr. D. C. Mallam 
has stated. p. 980 
THE ADVANTAGES to builders of joining the pension scheme 
Sponsored by the National Federation are described in a new 
Statement, p. 990 


GREEN BELTS 


PEHE Town and Country Planning Association’s state- 

ment on green belts is an important sequel to the 
circular issued some months ago by the Ministry of Hous- 
ing and Local Government. The statement, which was 
prepared at the request of the Minister himself, goes into 
more detail! than the circular on a number of points. It 
deals, for instance, with the difficult question of the 
proper size of a green belt. There will probably be 
general support for the recommendation that the belt 
should be wide enough to discourage daily travel by per- 
sons living outside to the town within: a journey of not 
less than 30 minutes by road or rail to the commercial 
and industrial parts of the town is suggested as the yard- 
stick for this purpose. The TCPA also discuss in some 
detail the types of development to be permitted in a green 
belt. 


An interesting feature of tie document is its positive 
approach to green belt policy. The Ministry circular 
approached the matter purely from the standpoint of 
imposing limitations on the growth of certain cities, but 
the TCPA also emphasise the recreational value of a green 
belt. The green belt concept derived much of its original 
inspiration from the belief that it was important to pre- 
serve stretches of countryside to which the citizens of the 
town could have easy access for open air recreation. It 
is good that the Minister and the public should be 
reminded of an aspect of green belt policy that was in 
danger of being overlooked. Indeed, greater stress could 
have been laid on this point; if local authorities approach 
the problem solely from the standpoint of imposing restric- 
tions upon urban development, the green belt may be 
pushed out farther than is desirable for the purpose of pro- 
viding access to the countryside. | Moreover, as we our- 
selves have previously pointed out, the continuous demand 
for small houses is such that the planning authorities are 
always likely to be subject to pressure to permit house- 
building in the green belt: the authorities will have greater 
support from the public in resisting this pressure if they 
can show that the green belt has a positive purpose other 
than limiting the size of the town. 


This heavy demand for small houses was not mentioned 
in the Ministry circular, but it cannot be too strongly 
emphasised that a green belt policy cannot be pursued in 
isolation. It must be accompanied by sufficient provision 
elsewhere of areas for housebuilding. The TCPA 
advocate that this provision should be made in the new 
and expanded towns, but they do not point out that this 
would involve a much larger programme of dispersal to 
new and expanded towns than appears to be contemplated 
by the Government: this in its turn might raise the question 
of the firmer control of industrial location. The TCPA 
have, however, pointed to the need for positive thinking 
on green belts, and their statement should. therefore. be 
welcomed by the building industry. 
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Notes of the Week 
BUILDING EDUCATION 


HAT the London Master Builders’ 
Association has subscribed, through 
36 of its leading members, a sum in ex- 
cess of £3,000 to help finance the launch- 
ing of the Board of Building Education 
is a clear indication that the industry in 
London regards as vital to its future 
welfare that building education, on a 
national scale, should be correlated and 
placed under central direction. That the 
Board should get under way as soon as 
possible is equally important, for the 
forthcoming conference on joint edu- 
cation, timed for the end of January, may 
well mean that the Board must be ready 
to play its part in education for building 
in the wider sense. 
Generous as is the LMBA’s gesture, the 
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sum subscribed will do no more than to 
relieve immediate anxieties about the 
Board’s work; as Mr. Leslie Wallis, Presi- 
dent of the Institute of Builders, says in 
a statement printed on another page, more 
money will shortly be needed when it 
gets to grips with its work. We commend 
this cause to the out-of-London associa- 
tions as one in which generous support 
should be given. 


loB DEVELOPMENTS 

Notes from the minutes of council 
meetings of the Institute of Builders, 
printed on another page, afford welcome 
evidence of the more forward-looking 
policies which now actuate this important 
educational body. Of particular interest 
is that at the last meeting Associates and 
Licentiates (who together represent the 
greater part of the Institute’s numerical 
strength) were represented on the Coun- 


SWISS CHU RCH 
WITH ISOLATED 
BELL TOWER 


These two views of a new 
Protestant church ina Zurich 
suburb with the bell tower 
completely detached from 
the body of the church have 
been sent to us by Mr. 
W. Keith Martin. The 
hase of the clock and bell 
tower (left) are visible in the 
left foreground of the picture 
below, with the church in the 
background. The same prin- 
ciple of separation was also 
seen in a Roman Catholic 
church in the area. 
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cil; as such, they can hardly fail to make 
a contribution to effective policy. 

The appointment of an _ Education 
Officer is another step which will be wel. 
comed. The appointed officer, Mr. H. 
Clarke, BA, will also become secretary 
of the recently formed Board of Building 
Education, and will be responsible for the 
administration of the Institute’s exami- 
nations and the’ Registration and 
Exemption scheme. We wish him well in 
his important work. 

Current examination results show that 
five candidates passed the Associate 
Diploma test and 129 the Licentiate 
Diploma test. These examinations were 
held in Nigeria and Belgium as well as in 
Great Britain. 


CUBITT’S CENTENARY 

THE shade of Thomas Cubitt can 
hardly fail to be somewhere near the 
River Room at the Savoy Hotel on Tues- 
day next when four of his great-grand- 
sons have invited a number of guests to 
drink to the memory of their great- 
grandfather—the “ Father of the Modern 
Building Industry ’—on the virtual cen- 
tenary of Cubitt’s death. The celebration 
is, in fact, a fortnight too early, for 
December 20, 1855, was the day on which 
Cubitt passed away. Builder, MP, estate 
developer and town planner, and early 
enemy of smoke, Cubitt was remarkably 
many-sided in his interests. His great- 
grandsons are also distinguished. They 
are Lord Ashcombe, Lt.-Col. Arthur 
Chichester, Mr. J. C. Calvert and Sir 
Stephen Tallents. 


DUBLIN PLAN OPPOSED 


MOUNTING opposition to Dublin’s plan 


for new municipal buildings may force its 
abandonment by Dublin Corporation, 
writes an Eire correspondent. 

The newest opponent of the scheme to 
house all corporation employees in a 
palatial new building at Wood Quay, 1 
the Institute of Architects in Ireland. A 
formal objection has been lodged with 
the city manager. 

Cllr. Sean Moore, a member of the cily 
council, told our correspondent that the 
answer by Dublin corporation to all the 
objections is: (1) the provision of office 
accommodation for the corporation stafls 
has now reached the urgent stage: (2) 
Wood Quay is the most suitable site avail- 
able: (3) the buildings are being pro- 
vided as cheaply as possible—it was 0 
ground of cost that Sir Patrick Aber 
crombie’s plan was dropped: (4) the view 
of the cathedral will be affected, but tt 
would cost about £300,000 to clear awa) 
the buildings now blocking the view an 
a further £8,000 a year in rates ane 
ground rent if the space cleared were no! 
to be built on again. 

As part of the new buildings will meat 
some clearance; the environments of the 
cathedral, it is maintained, will be i 
proved considerably, and eventually the | 
nearest building to the cathedral will be 
100 ft. away: at present there are build 
ings within 10 ft. of the cathedral 
Finally, as regards using the Kilmainha" 
Hospital for the proposed offices, as hae 
been suggested, this was inspected, but ' 
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in no condition for such a purpose and it 
is not the property of the corporation. 


MALAYA HOUSING TRUST 


THE DIFFICULTY of obtaining sites for 
housing schemes had seriously hampered 
the activities of the Federation of Malaya 
Housing Trust, according to the annual 
report for 1954, but by the end of that 
year the difficulty had been overcome 
and sites totalling more than 160 acres 
in five areas had become available. 





COMING EVENTS 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 2 
ASSOCIATION OF BUILDING TECHNICIANS. 
and Champagne *’ and ** Old Time 
presented by Unity Theatre. Bedford 
Maiden-lane, WC2. 7 p.m. 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 3 
RoyaL AcapeEMyY OF ArtTS.—Winter — Exhibition, 
1955-56, ‘* English Taste in the Eighteenth Century.”’ 
Burlington House, Piccadilly, 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4 
Society OF Portratr ScuLtprors.—Third annual 
exhibition. Imperial Institute Art Gallery, South 
Kensington, SW7. Daily 10 a.m. to 4.30 p.m. (Sun- 
days 2.30 p.m. to 6 p.m.) until December 31. 


** Winkles 
Music Hall,”’ 
Head Hotel, 


MONDAY, DECEMBER 5 
RoyaL AcADEMY OF ARtTS.—Students’ prize dis- 
tribution, Burlington House, Piccadilly, Wi. 3.30 
p.m. 
RICS.—*' The Law Relating to Compensation on 


the Compulsory Purchase of Land,’’ by Mr. J. Kek- 
wick, barrister-at-law. 12, Great George-street, SWI. 


§.30 p.m. ; 
THe Moputar Society.—Open meeting of the 
Technical Committee, preceded by annual general 


meeting. Royal Society of Arts, 6, John Adam-street, 


WC2. 7.45 p.m. 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 6 

RIBA.—‘‘ Brompton, London’s Art Quarter,’’ by 
Mr. H. S. Goodhart-Rendel, CBE, PP.RIBA. 66, 
Portland-place. WI. 6 p.m 

INSTITUTION OF STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS (NORTHERN 
IRELAND BRANCH).—** The Architect and the Struc- 
tural Engineer,” by Mr. C. Munro. College ot 


Technology, Belfast. 6.45 p.m 


INSTITUTION OF STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS (SCOTTISH 


BraNncH).—** The Advantages and Disadvantages of 
Structural Steelwork, Reinforced Concrete and Pre- 
stressed Concrete.” by Mr. Donovan H. Lee. 
Institution of Engineers and Shinbuilders, Glasgow 

p.m 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 7 

Royal Society of Arts.—** Planning Against 
Noise,” by Mr. H. Bagenal, FRIBA, John Adam- 
street, Adelphi, WC2. 2.30 p.m 

INSTITUTE OF Furi ** Power, Population and 
Productivity.’ by Dr. Alfred Parker, CBE, Director 
of Fuel Research, DSIR. Institution of Civil 


Engineers, Great George-street, SWI. 5.30 p.m. _ 
ENGINEERS’ =Guitp.—Annual ~~ general ~=meeting 
Grosvenor Hotel, Victoria. SWI. 5.45 p.m. 


ARCHITECTURAT ASSOCIATION. - Special general 


meeting. 36, Bedford-square, WC1. 6.30 p.m. 

NoRTHERN = PolLytrcHNic.—Prize presentation to 
Surveying and building students by Mr. L. J. Hollo- 
way, president. LMBA Northern Polytechnic, 
Holioway-road, N7. 7 p.m. 


THURSDAY, DECEMBER 8 


LMBA.—Conference on ‘* Work Study 
is applicable to the Building Industry.”’ 

N association with tke British Institute of 
ment.) 8, Hill-street, WI. 2.30 p.m. 

FACULTY OF ARCHITECTS AND SURVEYORS. 
meeting and ** onen night.”’ 
6.30 p.m 
FEDERATION OF 
SuB-CONTRACTORS 


Technique 
(Arranged 
Manage- 


General 
68, Gloucester-place, WI 


ASSOCIATIONS OF SPECIALISTS AND 

Annual luncheon, — with Mr 
Nigel Birch, Minister of Works, as princinal guest. 
May Fair Hotel, WI. 12.45 for 1 p.m. 

RICS.—* The Adjustment of Triangulation.’”’ by 
Mr. H. F. Rainsford, FRICS. 12, Great George- 
Street, SWI. 5.30 p.m. 

Town PLANNING ~~ INSTITUTE.—"‘ Where does 
Planning Stand Today?’ by Sir Patrick _Aber- 
crombie, MA, FRIBA. The Livingstone Hall, Broad- 
way, Westminster, SWI. 6 p.m. 

INSTITUTION UE STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS (LANCS. AND 


ve SHIRE BRANCH).—** The Influence of the Motor 
ag on Urban Buildings,’ by Mr. F. M. Little. 
he College of Technology, Manchester. 6.30 p.m. 


FRIDAY, 
RIBA.—Exhibitior 
Works, on the es 


DECEMBER 9 
arranged by the Ministry of 
Gestine Preservation of Historic Buildings 
6 ening ceremony by the Minister of Works. Open 
undays excepted) until December 22, 10 a.m. to 
P-m. (Saturdays 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.). 


Peg a GUILDS = London Art Scuoot.—Prize- 
Dp we resentation by Professor iché 
PRA ERIBG. s A. E. Richardson, 


with exhibition of work 


124, Kenning- 
SE11 


ton Park-road, 6 p.m 
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“7’m all for a school-plus- 
office training, but I’ve just 
seat off your studies for the 
Altar of Zeus at Pergamon 
for consent under the Town 
and Country Planning Act \” 





CORRESPONDENCE 


HOUSING ECONOMIES 
To the Editor of The Builder 


QIR, -In your report last week of the 

' Housing Centre’s recent meeting 
on “ Housing Economics,” addressed by 
Mr. W. B. Reddaway, I appear, in the 
discussion, to disapprove violently of 
municipal housing as such. This is far 
from the case. No other agency could 
possibly have undertaken the vast output 
of new homes in the past 10 years. The 
full transcript of the proceedings show 
my remarks as follows: “She agreed 
with the lecturer that municipal housing 
had become too much of a juggernaut 
turning out subsidised houses and flats 
irrespective of whether people needed 
financial help or not. She would like to 
see some experiment in co-operative 
housing with people getting together and 
deciding what they wanted and providing 
their own capital....She felt the whole 
principle of subsidies at present was 
weighted against housing in favour of 
flats.” 

The difference in words is slight, but in 
implication great, and I shall be obliged if 
you will be so good as to allow me to 
correct any misapprehension about my 
admiration of local authorities’ post-war 
work. ELIZABETH DENBY. 

29, Buckingham-street, WC2. 


NEW CHURCHES 
To the Editor of The Builder 
QIR. —In view of the considerable 
‘amount of church building which is 
now going on all over the country, your 
readers may be interested to learn that 
the following resolution was passed at 
the session of the National Assembly 
of the Church of England held on 
November !6 last: 
“ That the Assembly, regarding with 
concern the continually rising costs of 
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church building projects, and appre- 

ciating the difficulty of making local 

decisions about the building standards 
to be adopted, asks the Church Com- 
missioners, in association with the 

Central Council for the Care of 

Churches and diocesan representatives, 

to make an early investigation of the 

problem with a view to providing 
guidance to diocesan and _ parochial 
authorities.” 

The Central Council for the Care of 
Churches is planning to hold a public 
exhibition dealing with this topical prob- 
lem during the fortnight beginning Feb- 
ruary 6, 1956 (to coincide with the 
spring session of the Church Assembly) 
at the Building Centre, Store-street, W1. 
This exhibition will be opened by Pro- 
fessor A. E. Richardson, PRA, and will 
consist of plans, drawings, models and 
photographs of churches and _hall- 
churches erected since 1940. Architects 
who wish specimens of their work to be 
considered for inclusion in the exhibition 
should send photographs or drawings of 
small size to the Librarian, Central Coun- 
cil for the Care of Churches, Fulham 
Palace, London, SW6, who will com- 
municate with them further, should en- 
larged photographs or drawings or plans 
to a particular scale be required. The 
closing date for receiving material for 
consideration is December 31. 

JOAN M. PETERSEN, Librarian. 
Central Council for the Care of 
Churches. 

Fulham Palace, SW6. 


COMPETITION NEWS 
Old People’s Homes for ABS 


(THE Architects’ Benevolent Society has 

announced details of an architectural 
competition for designs for 20 new dwel- 
lings for Old People and Warden’s 
accommodation at East Horsley, Surrey. 
The Assessors are Mr, H. S. Goodhart- 
Rendel, CBE, FRIBA, Mr. Arthur W. 
Kenyon, CBE, FRIBA, MTPI, and Mr. 
G. Grenfell Baines, ARIBA, AMTPI. 
The first premium is £100, and an 
additional £75 may be awarded at the 
discretion of the assessors between not 
more than three competitors. The last 
day for submitting designs is April 6, 


1956. The competition is open to all 
registered architects in Great Britain. 
Northern Ireland or the Republic of 


Ireland and to those who, being quali- 
fied for registration, have applied to 
ARCUK. Copies of the conditions, which 
can be obtained from the Secretary, the 
ABS, 66, Portland-place, W1, will be 
available early this month. 

It was in 1950 that the ABS announced 
the creation of a fund to provide homes 


for its aged and incapacitated bene- 
ficiaries. The fund now stands at £19,600 


which is considered enough to make a 
start, though a total of £46,000 is needed 
for the whole scheme. The ABS intends 
to proceed with a section of the scheme 
consisting of six dwellings and a portion 
of the warden’s accommodation. The site 
at East Horsley is pleasant, possesses fine 
trees and is secluded though close to 
shops, a church, post office and inn. 
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The south-east front. 
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New Children’s Ward, Queen Victoria Hospital, East Grinstead 
{ 
CECIL BURNS & GUTHRIE, F/ARIBA, Architects, assisted by M. A, RALEIGH, ARIBA 
Consulting Engineers Builders 
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HE new children’s ward of the Queen Victoria 
Hospital, East Grinstead, opened by HM Queen 
Elizabeth, the Queen Mother, on July 6 last, provides 
accommodation for 30 children and was designed with 
the treatment of burn cases particularly in mind. Eight 
beds are in enclosed cell-type cubicles, minimising the 
risk of cross-infection, for seriously ill children. These 
cubicles have self-closing sliding doors. Fourteen beds 
are in cubicles opening off the main ward, and eight in 
two four-bed wards for children who are recuperating. 
Plan: The wing is entered from a covered way 
serving other wards and leading to the operating 
theatres near by. Adjacent to the entrance ‘are waiting 
and administration rooms and a play and dining- 
room is connected to the four-bed wards with bath 
and lavatory accommodation. Situated in the centre 
of the main ward is a raised observation post where 
the nurse on duty will be able to sit either by day or 
night and have all the beds under her immediate super- 
vision, in that the screens forming the cubicles between 
the beds are largely constructed of glass. 

There is a french window to each cubicle and any 
child can, therefore, be wheeled out into the open air 
where it is partly protected by an overhanging canopy 
formed by the continuation of the roof. Below this is 
a second canopy, lining with the transom between 
the door and fanlight. The section and projection of 
these two canopies is so designed as to prevent the sun 
falling directly on a bed at almost any time of the day 
or year. The top of the lower canopy which is con- 
structed of aluminium, reflects light to the wards. 

Construction: The construction is of load-bearing 
hollow walls with the inner lining of hollow blocks for 
thermal insulation. Due to the need for saving steel 
at the time the building was designed, the roof is con- 
structed of precast prestressed reinforced concrete 
units which span right across the ward with no inter- 
mediate beams. The roof is insulated with cork slabs 
under the finish of built-up bitumen bonded felt. 

Engineering Services: A calorifier room is situated 
beneath the entrance end of the wing served from the 
main hospital boiler house. Heating is by low- 
pressure hot water, with radiators in all rooms except 
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Internal corridor, looking to main ward. 


the wards, playroom and dressings room. These rooms 
have radiant heating from a ceiling of 2 ft. square 
perforated aluminium removable panels backed with 
fibreglass. In addition, the dressings room is fully 
air-conditioned, and divided from the main ward by an 
air lock. Sub-contractors were: 

Heating, G. N. Haden and Sons, Ltd.; electrical installation 
and fittings, H. Featherstone Ltd.; precast prestressed roof 
units, Concrete, Ltd.; roof finish, D. Anderson and Son, Ltd.; 
metal windows, doors and canopy, lantern lights and internal 
metal door frames, Henry Hope and Sons, Ltd.; cork tiles and 
accotile, R. W. Brooke and Co., Ltd.; terrazzo tiles, The 
Standard Pavements Co., Ltd.; quarry tiles and glazed wall 
tiling, Carter and Co., London, Ltd.; aluminium partitions, 
Fredk Braby and Co., Ltd.; Tonbridge wealden stock facing 
bricks, Hall and Co., Ltd.; blocks, Broad and Co., Ltd.; sanitary 
fittings, John Bolding and Sons, Ltd.; door furniture, Parker, 
Winder and Achurch, Ltd.; flush doors, Jayanbee Joinery, Ltd.; 
domelights and curbs, T. and W. Ide, Ltd.: and paint, ICI. 





View from observation post of main ward. 
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ARCHITECTS’ FEES 
FOR COUNCIL HOUSING 


Minister Approves New Scale 
HE Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government, as briefly announced in 
our last issue, have issued a circular (No. 
63/55) to local authorities on the discussions 
on architect’s fees for state-aided housing 
schemes, which have taken place between re- 
presentatives of the Association of Municipal 
Corporations, the Urban District Councils 
Association and the Rural District Councils 
Association, and of the Royal Institute of 
British Architects. The Minister has been 
informed that these Associations have agreed 
to recommend to their members that the cur- 
rent scale of fees, which was adopted in 1949, 
should be replaced by the scale shown below. 
He is accordingly prepared to recognise, the 
circular states, for loan sanction, payments 
in accordance with the new scale, arising 
from agreements entered into on or after 
November 1, 1955. 


Representatives of the Associations and of 
the Royal Institute have agreed to accept the 
new scale as provisional in so far as it relates 
to commissions of less than 100 houses. The 
fees for such commissions are to be the sub- 
ject of further discussions, which will also 
cover the number of designs to be required 
in relation to the number of houses in a com- 
mission. The issue of a further circular will 
be considered in the light of the result of 
these discussions, 

Following are details of the new scales : — 
EXTRACT FROM SCALE OF ARCHITECTS’ 
FEES FOR STATE-AIDED HOUSING SCHEMES 

(Excluding Flats) 
As amended—1955 


Multi-storey 


A. Lay-Out 


For taking instructions, negotiating with Ministries, 


Government Departments, Regional and _ Local 
Authorities including the preparation of two copies 
of drawings required, preparing preliminary sketch 


to 1/2,500 scale and finished drawing of the lay-out 
to 1 500 scale, and where the architect is employed 
to do this work in conjunction with the planning of 






the houses, the fees are to be:— 
£2. a. 
For the first 4 dwellings 217 6a dwelling 
next 6 ‘7 240 6 - 
5 23 0 
25 116 0 
25 112 6 
25 i ee 
25 i 3) OD 
25 i 2 0 
25 018 O 
25 014 6 
25 O1ll O 
All over 225 0 7 0 


B. Constructional Work for Roads and Sewers 

For making constructional drawings of the roads 
and sewers and preparing specification from a stan- 
dard specification the fees are to be: 

£2 10s. 6d. a dwelling 

If general supervision by the architect is required 
this charge is to be increased to £3 Ss. a dwelling. 
C. House Design 


(i) For taking instructions, 
submitting to committee, 


Preparing sketch plans, 
making variations to suit 
requirements and re-submitting, preparing specifica- 
tion, }-in. scale and 4-in. scale working drawings 
and full-size details of the approved designs, sub- 
mitting plans to the local authority as required by 
building regulations amd supplying two copies of 
these documents for the use of the main contractors. 


(ii) Obtaining quotations for P.C. 
tenders from contractors, 


C. sums, obtaining 
submitting tenders to the 


committee and advising the committee on the con- 
tract. 
(iii) Supplying instructions to the contractors as 


provided for in the conditions of the building con- 
tract, general supervision of the work but no constant 
superintendence, reporting to the committee on the 
progress of the work, instructing clerk of works, 
issuing certificates, making out report under the 
maintenance clause of the contract amd settling final 
accounts. 

The fees for the services in paragraphs (i), (ii) and 
(iii) to be:— 
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£ s. d. 
For the first 4 start .. 31:13 6 a dwelling 
next 6 . 216 0 ‘ 

i. 15 25 18 6 
7 pat aD ss aa” & 2 
“a 25 * i. MO. oo 0 
25 " ae 3S 

ee 25 aS .. 14 8 O 
25 ~ . Ac 19 0 

25 a 11 10 6 

25 si ~« OE 6 

25 ae 8 13 0 

All over 225 7 . + @ 


RIBA 
Professional Practice Examination 
Results 
'HE RIBA Examination in Professional 
Practice and Practical Experience was 
held in London and Edinburgh on November 
14 and 15. Of the 291 candidates examined, 


263 passed and 28 were relegated. The 
successful candidates are as follows:— 
G. B. Arnold, P. H. Arscott, D. G. Ashdown, 


G. C. Atkins, Lawrence Bader, Jon Baker, G. B. 
Baldwin, S. L. Barclay, P. C. D. Barltrop, K. W. 
Barnes, G. K. Barnett, Joseph Beaman, E. E. Bel- 
chambers, C. A. I. Belcher, A. S. Bennett, P. A. S. 
Benton, H. P. M. Bermingham, R. C. Biddiscombe, 
B. J. Bird, A. J. Bland, Peter Blewett, F. E. Booth, 
J. M. Bowley, D. F. Boyt, F. H. Bradbeer, D. C. 
Branch, P. C. Brigham, I. B. Bright, R. P. P. 
Broadway, Leon Brocki, W. J. Bruxby, P. G. 
Burrell, Michael Burton, P. V. Butler. 

P. T. Calnan, H. N. Cameron, K. P. Campbell, 
S. G. Cantacuzino, D. C. Carpenter, C. M. Carter, 
D. W. G. Carter, A. J. Chamberlam, R. T. J. 
Chambers, D. H. Charlton, D. H. Cheney, Leszek 
Chojnicki, A. Chwalibogowski, P. A. Clarke, G. B. 
Cobb, K. A. Coombs, F. B. Corlett, G. N. Couch- 
man, P. R. Croft, P. M. Cross, J. O. Cryan, P. C. 


Curtin. 

W. R. G. Dailey, M. S. Dalby, D. J. Daiton, 
P. A. J. Dalton-Morris, H. F. Day, D. C. Dean, 
W. J. Delaney, J. Dick, Peter Dobbing, S. A. 


Dunnings, Richard Eaude, G. W. Edmands, T. L. 
Ellard, M. R. Elliott, D. R. Evans, W. F. Evans, 
H. F. Fleck, C. M. Fowler, T. H. French, V. G. 
Fry, P. H. W. Fulker. 

John Gainsborough, Stephen Garner, R. S. 
Seldard, os oa K. E. Giham, P. S. 
Gilby, D. D. Glennie, R. E. Gobby, A. R. Good, 
» F.. Goulty, oe. J. sil N. J. Greene, Ralph 
Gregson, E. M. Grogan, R. L. Guy. 

Jack Hanson, C. A. Hartridge, D. W. Hawker, 
Donald Hawkins, R. I. E. Haynes, D. A. Heath, 
(Miss) A. E. Heyworth, S. J. Hill, W. F. Homer, 
R. J. A. Hopkins, C. A. W. Horne, J. S. Horne, 
K. T. Horry, C. P. Howells, (Miss) Jadwiga Howells, 
Erroll Hulse, A. W. Ingleby, Gordon Jameson, J. B. 
Jeffries, A. W. Johns, H. N. Johnson, A. E. 


Jones, E. D. Jones, John Jones. 

F. j. Kemball, Edward Kemp, A. B. Kettle, P. J. 
Kilpatrick, J. B. Kimbell, John Kimber, A. O. Kind, 
D. G. King, B. W. Kingsworth, P. H. C. Kudiana- 
vala, M. L. Lancaster, C. M. H. Lea. H. H. A. 
Leonard, M. K. Levy, H. L. Froome-Lewis, I. T. 
Liddell, M. R. L. Long, Kenneth Lund. 

R. P. McCaffrey, W. M. McClure, C. H. R. 
McCrae, K. W. Mark, F. M. Marlow, H. G. Marsh, 
(Mrs.) Margaret Marsh, D. A. Marshall, Anthony 
Matthews, R. F. Matthews, J. W. Maude, R. C. T. 
Meggs, A. J. Mercer, William Mercer, G. F. Miles, 
R. N. Milner, J. C. Mountford. J. C. C. Neve, 
C. J. Newbold, William ea ae F. J. Newrick, 
W. D. Newton-Dawson, W. R. J. Northcott, H. A. 
Nottidge, John Onslow. 

D. J. Paterson, K. D. Pearson, 
S. W. Peachment, A. Perella, F. E. 
Pethybridge. H. A. Pollard, S. G. 
Prisgrove, B. L. Prynn, R. G. Quick, A. P. 
Radinger, B. W. Randfield, Stephen Redmayne, 
H. H. Reed, W. J. Reed, M. B. N. Richardson, 


D. A. nha ae 
Pettersen, E. 
Pradhan, R. B. 






S. W. Rickard, R. E. Roberts, T. R. W. Roberts, 
J. R. Robertshaw, L. J. Robinson, F. L. Roche, 
A. P. Rossi, R. M. Rostron, D. O. Russell, M. E. 


Rutledge. 

Frank Salisbury, W. E. Scott, Donald Seth, A. P. 
Severs, D. J. Shanagher, John A. Sharman, F. T. 
Shaw, J. G. A. Sheehan-Dare, K. P. Sherry, (Miss) 
C. P. L. Shorney, H. C. Simmonds, I. R. Skewes, 
Brian Slater, David L. Smith, John L. Smith, 
Kenneth S. Smith, Michael Smith, R. F. Southam, 
C. J. Southin, J. W. Southworth, (Miss) M. G. 


Stains, (Miss) J. G. Staley. R Stanley, Wojciech 
Starzewski, J. M. Steers, C. F. Stell, O. M. Stepan. 
J. D. Stephen, Derek Stephenson, T. W. Stevenson, 
J. S. Stockli, A. W. Strutt, J. B. Stubbs, H. W. 
Sturges, A. R. Symonds, M. J. K. Szarowicz. 

M. J. W. Taylor, M. R. Taylor, P. R. Taylor, 
M. Y. Thackeray, B. H. S. Thaxton, R. P. 
Thompson, W. P. Thorington, I. F. Trenowden, 
R. G. Tulley, G. A. Turner, J. D. Twells-Grosse, 


M. W. Twigg, A. M. Vaidya, N. J. Vekaria. 

D. K. Waite, P. Wakefield. W. G. Wakeling, 
John Walker, Peter J. Walker, T. C. Walker, M. V. 
Walter, F. R. Walters, P. J. Watson, R. L. Watson, 
B. E. Watt, K. B. Weaver, G. A. Wenman, A. S. 


West, A. J. Whatling, H. F. Whitcomb, J. D. 
Whitehouse, Janusz Wiernicki, (Mrs.) Sheila F. 
Williams, W. . A. Willis, J. A. Wilson, K. F. 
Wiltshire, W. J. Winder, A. S. Wright, A. J. Wyatt, 


R. A. Young. 
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ABS 


Mr. Aslin’s Appeal 


PPPHE Architects’ Benevolent Society heli 
a meeting at the Building Exhibition, 
Olympia, on November 22, when the chair 
was taken by Mr. C. H. Aslin, CBE, preg 
dent of the RIBA and of the Society, 


At the luncheon afterwards given } 
Mrs. M. A. Montgomery, vice-president of 


the Architects’ Benevolent Society, Mp 
ASLIN said he had spent a busy luncheop 
trying to complete the ABS quiz, a cop 
of which he had been sold just before lunch 
and he had had great assistance from Mr 
Goodhart Rendel. He said that he wa 
hoping to send his completed papers jn 
under a great number of anonymous name 
and he hoped to get first, second and third 
prizes. 

In 1953, through the co-operation of the 
organisers of the Building Exhibition, the 
ABS had raised £700 through special tickets 
which the organisers made available to ever 
architect in the country. He hoped that this 
sum would be exceeded this year. 

Mr. Aslin then suggested that if every ar- 
chitect in the country were to give 10s, a 
year, the ABS would have a large and reli 
able annual sum for the many needy cases 
which came to their attention. He pointed 
out that although all 
willing to give 10s. when asked personal) 
the response to the many letters he had seni 
out was not as encouraging. 

Mrs. MONTGOMERY, who replied to the 
president’s speech, said: “ As vice-president 
of this Society I read many distressing cases 
of architects requiring help and I also realise 
how inadequate are our resources. — This 


~— 


architects were very! 


morning I looked in the Oxford Dictionary | 


to find out what benevolence really means 
There have been, apparently, cases wher 
benevolence stops at the * desire to do good 
but on reading through the definitions I se 
that they also include * forced loan.’ I hope 
we never have to reach this procedure. In 
conclusion I should like to express, on be 
half of you all, appreciation of all the work 
done by Miss Solly, and I will call upon m 
daughter, Miss Bridget Montgomery, to prt 
sent a bouquet to her in gratitude.” 

Miss SOLLY said that she was glad to have 
the opportunity of expressing her own thanks 
to Mrs. Montgomery for all her known ane 
unknown work on behalf of the Society. 

Amongst those present were Sir Howard 
Robertson, P-PRIBA, and Mr. Goodhar 
Rendel, P-PRIBA, for many years treasure 
of the Society. 

The Annual Ball 

THE DEMAND for tickets for this years 
Ball to be held at Grosvenor House, Pat\ 
Lane, on December 8, is surpassing that 0 
any previous year. Those who have M0 
already done so are. therefore, advised ‘ 
apply for tickets without delay as, to ave 
overcrowding, the issue of tickets is to ™ 
limited. The Ball is, of course, in aid 0 
the Centenary Appeal Fund for the building 
of Old People’s Homes. 





Tickets for the ball cost £2 5s. cat! 
including supper, and can be ordered from 
the Hon. Organising Secretary, ABS Bi 
55, Pall Mall, London, SWI. There will & 
new and original sideshows this year, drav 
ings by well-known architects and decors 
tions illustrating the theme of “The Ston’ 
Age” by architectural students. 


‘ 
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' HOW THE WORLD SOLVES ITS TRAFFIC PROBLEMS 


Society held 

Exhibition 
fe ae ? A, PHOTOGRAPHIC exhibition of roads, bridges and 
, CBE, pra: & =garages (organised by the Institution of Highway En- 
Society, gineers, the Pavings Development Group and the Joint 
is given b Committee on Structural Concrete) entitled ** Roads—How 
president i the World is Solving its Traffic Problems,” was recently held 
Society, Mk at the Institution of Civil Engineers, London. Some inter- 
asy lonehen esting examples of schemes on show are illustrated here. 
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Approach to Triborough Bridge, New York. : Petone Overbridge near Wellington, New Zealand. 
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General view from the road. 


Motor Showroom at Orpington, Kent, for Burton and Deakin, Ltd. 


Architects 
BRUNTON, BADEN HELLARD & PARTNERS, AA.RIBA 


Builders 
GLASSUP & COMPANY 
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RIEFLY the problem set the 
architects was to convert an 
existing two-bay north light roof 
structure, which was being used as a 
workshop, into a motor car show- 
room, and to give accommodation 
for as many cars as possible. 
Externally, the architectural diffi- 
culty was the unfortunate three- 
dimensional form of the glass facade, 
and the 60 deg. pitch of the north 
light. Accordingly it was decided 
to help this by cladding the new 
showroom windows with a deep 
brise-soleil, which, when coloured, 
would draw attention away from the 
receding face of the north light roof. 
Internally, the main difficulty was 
that for this large floor area, a 
ceiling height of only 8 ft. was 
obtainable, and accordingly a 
lumenated ceiling was used which, 
lit behind, helps to create an impres- 
sion of greater height. In view of 
the impossibility of insulating the 
roof structure, a floor warming 
system was used to ensure even 
distribution of heating over the 
whole floor area. 
Sub-contractors and suppliers were: 
Bricks, Uxbridge Flint Brick Co.; 
dry partition, British Plaster Board (Mfg.), 
Ltd.; heating, South-Eastern Electricity 
Board; terrazzo floor and concrete fins, 
W. P. Banks, Dunton Green, Kent; 
electrical works, P. J. Wheeler, Orpington; 
wood floor, On Site Flooring Co., Ltd., 
Windsor: ceiling, LLumenated Ceilings, 
Ltd.; acoustic booth, Burgess Products 
Co., Ltd.; metal grilles, G. A. Harvey and 
Co., Greenwich; light fittings, Courtney 
Pope and Merchant Adventurers; and 
double glazing and armourplate doors, 
Pilkington Bros.; paints, Lathan Brown 
and Co.; and lettering, Sylvester Barth. 
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Detail through showroom window. 


MOTOR SHOWROOM, ORPINGTON, KENT 





Waiting and display. 











View in showroom towards sales desk. 
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BOOKS 


By G. E. Kidder Smith, 
The Architectural Press.) 


ITALY BUILDs. 
AIA. (London: 
Price 56s. 


HE aim of this book, which follows 
upon others by the same author deal- 
ing with Switzerland and Sweden, is “io 
extract from part of Italy’s incomparable 
inheritance some of the particular elements 
of greatness which have made Italian cities 
the delightful places they are, and Italian 
architecture of almost constant renown for 
the last 2,000 years.” The book is 
in two parts, the first dealing with “The 
Inheritance” (the land and its architecture 
and the urban setting), and the second, the 
large part with “ The Modern Architecture 
of Italy.” 

The author’s survey is wide and searching 
(the map reproduced on page 17 shows the 
remarkable extent of his travels), and his 
selection of examples to illustrate his theme 
admirable. Here are over 750 illustrations, 
including 590 photographs taken by the 
author, all superbly reproduced. Mr. 
Kidder Smith has been well described as a 
photographer of genius. He has the discern- 
ing eye for a subject, for the dramatic points 
of view, the most effective contrast of light 
and shade. In this remarkable collection of 
photographs—of natural and conventional 
scenery, splendid buildings, squares, street 
scenes, fountains and waters—he has cap- 
tured the essential Italy. 

The second part of his survey is equally 
illuminating. Here are shown a_ great 
number of examples of modern architecture 
—houses and housing, health centres and 
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clinics, memoria!s and tombs, sports build- 
ings, museums and exhibitions, shops’ mar- 
kets and exhibition halls, stations and indus- 
trial buildings, together in many cases with 
plans and drawings of technical interest. 
Several of the remarkable works of architec- 
tural engineering in reinforced shell and 
prefabricated concrete, for which contem- 
porary Italy is famous, are illustrated, 
including Nervi’s great Exhibition Hall, at 
Turin, as well as some of his lesser-known 
works, such as the Government Salt Ware- 
houses at Tortona, and his remarkable con- 
crete aeroplane hangars, all of which were 
destroyed in the war. It is interesting to 
note that Nervi, “in most of his designing, 
works empirically from intuition and imagi- 
nation (and experience) towards mathe- 
matical calculations, instead of beginning 
with the slide rule and formula.” 

Mr. Kidder Smith’s text, which is 
printed in Italian as well as English, is 
admirable — informative, discriminating, 
stimulating and technically explicit. Ernesto 
N. Rogers contributes an excellent intro- 
duction. The book is an impressive tribute 
to the continuing spell of Itaiy and Italian 
architecture. G9. 


ROBERT MYLNE: ARCHITECT AND ENGINEER, 
1733-1811. By A. E. Richardson, PRA, 
FRIBA. Pp. 220, illustrated. (London: 
B. T. Batsford, Ltd.). Price 30s. 


puis book on Robert Mylne, FRS, fills a 

gap in architectural literature, and is 
well produced and illustrated. The frontis- 
piece depicts Mylne at the age of 24, with a 
fine but curiously feminine profile. There are 
some other contemporary illustrations; but 
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not as one could wish, a selection of those 
cartons mentioned on p. 14, “ some of which 
are broad,” and “ provide some idea of the 
jealousy caused by the architect’s success a 
the age of 27.” 

The greater part of the book is occupied 
by Mylne’s diaries from 1762 to 1810. These 
cover most of his working life, beginnin, 
soon after he leapt into fame at an early ag; 
by winning the open competition for Black. 
friars Bridge in 1760, and ending on the lay 
day of 1810, shortly before his death, Thus 
they tell us nothing of his training, or of his 
studies in Italy from 1754 to 1759. Some 
information about his ancestry is provided in 
Professor Richardson’s excellent 
tion. Robert came from a dynasty of stone- 
masons and sculptors who served the Scot 
tish crown nearly two centuries before h 
birth; and a namesake of his was Maste 
Mason to Charles II of England. 

The subject of this book was the eldest 
son of Thomas Mylne, at one time Surveyo 
to the City of Edinburgh. “It is said that 
he was very careful regarding the education 
and training of his two sons; it is certain 
that both profited by this experience; un 
fortunately there is little information as t 
the nature of their early studies” (p.13 
All we know is that during his five years in 
Rome, Robert regularly attended the aca 
demy of St. Luke, won the first prize fo 
architecture in 1758 against competitors of 
many nationalities, and concentrated his 
attention upon bridges, aqueducts, and the 
ancient system of water-supply to the city. 

There is much loose talk today abou 
similarities between the work of the architec! 
and that of the civil engineer, one faction 





BBC TV CENTRE: View from south-east (see facing page). 
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arguing that they should be trained largely 
jn common; so a reader turns with interest to 
the career of Robert Mylne, who combined 
the two professions so successfully. His 
academic study in Rome seems to have been 
that of the orthodox architect, although he 
evidently chose to interest himself also in 
bridges and aqueducts. Professor Richard- 
son regards him as “the first of the new 
lineage of civil engineers,” a forerunner of 
“Smeaton, Brindley, Rennie and Telford.” 
Nowadays, civil engineering involves an ex- 
tensive knowledge of applied mechanics; if 
it did so in 1760, where and how did Mylne 
acquire that knowledge? Were his fine 
bridges scientifically or empirically designed? 
(The same doubt applies to the architect- 
engineer James Paine, who designed many 
beautiful bridges in the 18th century.) 

In his introduction, Professor Richardson 
gives us an admirable picture of the back- 
ground against which Mylne worked, and 
some information about his methods. He 
also supplies a useful gloss on Mylne’s 
diaries which, though abounding in profes- 
sional and technical interest, lack the spice 
of gossip and malice that enliven the 
famous journal of his contemporary Joseph 
Farington, RA. Mylne’s enormous practice 
included Almack’s Rooms, Stationers’ Hall, 
the New River Offices and the City Lying-in 
Hospital, all in London; ‘The Wick,” 
Richmond Hill; Addington Lodge, Croydon; 
St. Cecilia’s Hall, Edinburgh; a hospital at 
Belfast; and many bridges in England and 
Scotland. He was Surveyor to St. Paul’s 
and Canterbury Cathedrals, and to the New 
River Company; he planned a number of 
important canals in his later years; and his 
mobility, in an age of coach and _horse- 
back travel, was as phenomenal as his ver- 
satility. M.S. 5. 
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COLOUR AND PATTERN IN THE HOME. By 
Noel Carrington. Pp. 160. Illustrated. 
(London: B. T. Batsford.) Price 30s. 


HE role of pattern and colour in home 
decoration and furnishing is dealt with 
in this companion volume to the same 
author’s ‘“ Design and Decoration in the 
Home.” Mr. Carrington served for some 
years on the Council of Industrial Design 
and on the Council of the Design and In- 
dustries Association. 

The rooms illustrated have been litho- 
graphed in colour by Roland Collins and 
were all designed by contemporary interior 
decorators. They are mostly suitable for 
those of moderate means and have been 
chosen to illustrate both the possibilities in- 
herent in varicus colour combinations and 
the pattern of modern room arrangement. 
Thirty-two pages of photographs contain 
further suggestions for colour and pattern 
in wallpaper, fabrics, pottery and other pro- 
ducts. 

The text covers the theory of colour. 
room pattern and planning, and the use of 
materials in the home. 

Faber 


New Horizons IN Cotour. By 


Birren. (London: Chapman and Hall.) 
Price 80s. net. 
NOTWITHSTANDING the immense 


amount of research that has been done 
into the history, nature, uses and effects of 
colour, the production of colour charts and 
colour solids and systems, it seem unlikely 
that a generally satisfactory theory of colour 
use in decoration will ever be evolved. For 
one thing a large part of the male population 
is said to be colour blind (the female of the 
species appears to be almost exempt from 
this defect), and, for another, the perception 
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of colour varies with individual variations 
in the human eye. Nevertheless, with the 
great amount of information on the subject 
readily available in published form, there is 
no longer any reason why colour decoration 
should be the pure (and often disastrous) 
guesswork it has been and sometimes still is. 


Mr. Faber Birren, an American expert 
of wide experience, deals in this book (an 
American production) with the physical, 
aesthetic, psychological and functional as- 
pects of colour. He shows how it can be 
used not only to aesthetic advantage in many 
kinds of building—schools, hospitals, stores, 
offices, hotels, restaurants, domestic interiors, 
etc.—but also to increase efficiency by easing 
eyestrain, lessening fatigue, and lowering the 
accident rate, particularly in workshops and 
factories.. There are interesting chapters on 
the history of colour in architecture, the 
nature of light and on colour vision and 
colour organisation. The book is profusely 
illustrated with colour plates and charts, 
plates of colour standards both “ functional ” 
and decorative. G. J. HL. 


MorteLs. By Geoffrey Baker and Bruno 
Funaro. (London: Chapman and Hall.) 
Price 96s. net. 


HERE are 50,000 motels (i.e., motor inns 

or highway hotels) in the United States. 
They owe their existence to the mass-produc- 
tion of motor cars and the construction of a 
remarkable network of motor roads, along 
which they are mostly sited. They are 
cheaper to build, cheaper to run, cheaper to 
stop at and easier of access than normal 
hotels—hence their great popularity. The 
book under notice deals comprehensively 
with the whole subject, including the 
financial aspect. Thirty-six examples 





BBC TELEVISION CENTRE PROJECT 


Work to Start on Main Building 


THE BBC placed on November 24 a 

contract with Messrs. George Wimpey 
and Co., Ltd., for the excavation and 
foundations of the main building to be 
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erected at Television Centre, Wood-lane, 
London. This will be the third stage in 
the BBC’s building programme for the 
development of the site. It will be pre- 


PEC eaten psp 


View from north. 


liminary to the building, later, of the 
superstructure which will be in the form 
of a multi-storey “ ring” building of nine 
floors, enclosing a court some 150 ft. in 
diameter. In the “ring” there will be 
dressing - rooms, wardrobe space and 
engineering areas on the lower floors, 
with offices above. Radiating from it will 
be television production studios, tele- 
cine and telerecording areas, and a cen- 
tral control room. The outer periphery 
of the studios will be enclosed by a con- 
tinuous runway along which scenery and 
properties can be conveyed to the studios 
from the scenery block, which is com- 
pleted and in use. What is to be the 
restaurant block for the whole project 
is also in use, though at present for 
rehearsal rooms and offices. 

The area to be enclosed by the “ ring” 
building and buildings radiating from it 
will be 34 acres—an area nearly twice 
that covered by St. Paul's Cathedral. The 
foundations and retaining wall of this 
section of the main project are to be com- 
pleted by the end of September next 
year, when the building of the super- 
structure will commence, to be ready for 
occupation in 1960. The architect for the 
works is Mr. Graham Dawbarn, CBE 
(Norman and Dawbarn), in association 
with M. T. Tudsbery, CBE (consulting 
civil engineer to the BBC), with Sir 
Howard Robertson, ARA, and_ Sir 
William Holford, FRIBA, as architec- 
tural consultants. The quantity surveyors 
are Messrs. Ainsley. 
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of architect-designed motels are illustrated 
by photographs, layout and detail plans, and 
Other drawings (over 600 illustrations in all), 
accompanied by descriptive notes. 

The schemes vary considerably in site, size, 
layout, accommodation, materials of con- 
struction and architectural treatment, but the 
buildings are nearly all of one storey, the 
principal elements being an administration 
building, a service station, a restaurant and 
lounge, a laundry, a swimming pool, the 
“rental units,” and accommodation for cars 
either in the form of “ carports ” or parking 
space. Many of the schemes occupy beauti- 
ful sites and are laid out with great ingenuity, 
particularly in respect to the “ rental units,” 
so as to ensure the largest measure of 
privacy. These are often planned in zig-zag 
formation or in groups or clusters. The 
“ straight-row’” arrangement, though some- 
times adopted from necessity, does not seem 
to be popular because of its comparative lack 
of privacy. All the schemes are architectur- 
ally attractive and great care has obviously 
been given not only to efficient planning but 
to furnishing and equipment. 

The motel is now an indispensable ad- 
junct to road-travel in the United States and 
the idea appears to be catching on to some 
extent in this country. It was recently re- 
ported, too, that Messrs. Dobin and 
Schneimann, owners of a chain of motels in 
the United States, had arrived in Paris to go 
into the the building of a similar chain 
in France, chiefly for the accommodation of 
American tourists. Those who would like 
to explore the subject further could not do 
better than study this book. G:. J, i. 


ARCHITECTURE: AN INTRODUCTION TO THE 
HISTORY AND THEORY OF THE ART OF 
BUILDING. By W. R. Lethaby. With a 
new Preface and Epilogue by Basil Ward, 
FRIBA. Oxford University Press. (Lon- 
don: Geoffrey Cumberlege.) Price 18s. 

A FEW years ago it seemed likely that 

Lethaby’s famous little book on Archi- 

tecture, first published in 1911, would remain 

permanently out of print because of its 

“ archaeological bias.” Fortunately the pub- 

lishers have had second thoughts and a new 

(third) edition has just made its appearance. 

It is certainly biased towards archaeology, 

and in some degree prejudiced, and is now 

correctly described as an “ introduction ” to 
the history and theory of the art of building. 

But what a remarkable introduction it is, 

probing deeply into the root origins of archi- 

tecture and summarising vividly information 
that could only be otherwise obtained by the 
reading of perhaps a score of books. To 
one who first read it more than 40 years ago 
it comes as freshly as ever, with its clear, 
vigorous prose rising at times to eloquence, 
as in the brilliant description of the colossal 
statue of Athene in the Parthenon, and in 
the illuminating chapter on French Gothic. 

By the way, did Lethaby nod when he re- 

ferred to “ribs and bars and shafts all at 

bowstring tension,” or are we to dismiss 
thoughts of structural mechanics? 

By many, of course, the book is chiefly 
prized for its prophetic significance—the 
vigorous condemnation of the ‘‘ sham 
styles” and the plea for a contemporary 
architecture based on structural efficiency— 
disturbing ideas, these, in 1911, when “ Free 
Classic” was the ideal. “Why.” wrote 
Lethaby, “should we wish for a sham Jaco- 


THE BUILDER 


bean house more than for a motor-car in the 
style of a sedan chair? It is absurd that the 
writer should have been allowed to study 
cathedrals from Kirkwall to Rome and from 
Quimper to Constantinople; it would be far 
better to have an equivalent knowledge of 
steel and concrete construction. The only 
agreement that seems possible is agreement 
on a scientific basis, on an endeavour after 
perfect structural efficiency. If we could 
agree on this we need not trouble about 
beauty, for that would take care of itself. 
The modern way of building must be flexible 
and vigorous, even smart and hard.” Such 
sentiments as these were heresy in 1911, but 
they provoked thought and, in due course, 
action. 

Lethaby was a remarkable combination of 
scholar, artist and seer. His last words were 
not, as the late Sir Reginald Blomfield wrote, 
‘almost a palinode,” but a prophecy, which 
has come true. The value of the new edition 
of his little classic is enhanced by a Preface 
and an Epilogue contributed by Mr. Basil 
Ward, FRIBA, the former an_ interesting 
study of Lethaby, with biographical particu- 
lars, and the latter relating his teachings to 
our own time. Eight plates of half-tone 
illustrations show examples of his architec- 
tural work, furniture, designs for silverware, 
drawings and sketches, together with a few 
examples of recent Continental and Ameri- 
can architecture. There is also a reproduc- 
tion of a photo of an excellent portrait bust 
of Lethaby (c. 1900) and a list of his princi- 
pal literary works. One small correction. 
The name of the firm of furniture designers 
and makers that he helped to found in 1890 
was Kenton and Co. (not Fenton). 

G, 5.1. 


THE LANDLORD AND TENANT AcT, 1954. By 
T. J. Sophian. 272 pp. and index. (London: 
Staples Press, Ltd.) Price 30s. 


TPHIs book consists in the main of the text 

of the Act with notes on each section. 
There is no general survey of the scope of 
the Act and it is therefore difficult for the 
casual reader to comprehend exactly where it 
takes its place in the structure of previous 
legislation on the relationship of landlord to 
tenant. The notes themselves are not always 
as full as they might usefully be and more 
cross-references would have been helpful. 
For instance the note to section 43(c), which 
is the subsection excluding tenancies pro- 
tected by the Rent Restriction Acts from the 
operation of Part II of the Act, does not ex- 
plain when a letting of living and business 
premises together will gain such protection. 
A reference to Whitely v. Wilson [1952] 
2 AIl E.R. 940 and the principles therein set 
out by the Court of Appeal would have 
clarified the position. Further, although the 
longer discussion of the effect of this subsec- 
tion is to be found in the note to section 23 
there is no cross-reference to this in the note 
to the subsection itself. 

The greatest convenience of the book is 
that it includes, in appendices, which are 
well indexed, the whole of the Landlord and 
Tenant Act, 1927 and the Leasehold Property 
(Repairs) Act, 1938, as amended by the new 
Act. It also includes the rules and regula- 
tions made under the Act and the Order of 
the Supreme Court and County Court rules 
affecting it. In this respect it will be helpful 
to a practitioner with previous knowledge of 
the subject and access to other authorities. 

SB. 
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THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING Act, 
1954. By James Kekwick, Barrister-at- 
Law, and Jack Hughes, BSc. (Est. Man) 
FRICS. Pp ix, 473. (London: The 
Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors.) 
Price 25s. 

IHIS new book by a lawyer and a sur 
veyor on the 1954 Planning Act falls into 
three main parts. There is first a narrative 
of 64 pages in which the background to the 

Act is described and its provisions summar- 

ised. This is followed by the text of the Act. 

annotated section by section. Finally, the 
principal regulations are printed with notes, 
the Minerals Regulations being specially 
annotated by Mr, J. E. Montague, ARICS. 

The book thus follows a well recognised 

pattern but it has a dinstictive value in that 
the annotations to the Act include valuation 
examples accompanied in many Cases by 
diagrams. The examples and diagrams are 
very useful in explaining the complicated 
financial provisions of the Act; they un- 
doubtedly save the reader a lot of trouble. 
In other respects the annotations are com- 
petent but they could have been better. For 
instance, there is no indication to the reader 
that the expression “ mortgage ” has the same 
meaning as in the 1947 Planning Act; still 
less is there any indication that this defini- 
tion includes a great deal more than jis 
apparent at first sight. Again, only 15 de- 
cided cases are noted as compared with 
more than 70 in another recently published 
book. A. Buf. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


«« Books reviewed in these columns 
may be obtained on application to the 
Book Dept., “The Builder,” 4, Catherine- 
street, Aldwych, WC2. 9 Cash (which 
should include 1s. to cover postage and 
packing) should accompany the order. 


ARCHITECTURAL PRACTICE AND PROCEDURI 
Sth Ed. Revised by John H. Turner. 
(London: B. T. Batsford, Ltd.). Price 2ls. 

BUILDING CRAFT SciENcE. By A. W. 
Nobbs. (London: The English Universities 
Press, Ltd.). Price 12s. 6d. 

BUILDING PLANNING AND DESIGN STAN: 
DarRDsS. By H. R. Sleeper. (London: 
Chapman and Hall.) Price 96s. 

How TO DRaAw INTERIORS. 
Dawe. (London: The Studio, 
D8. 

WEST YORKSHIRE SOCIETY 

Public Taste in Architecture 
G PEAKING to the Huddersfield branch 

of the West Yorkshire Society 0! 
Architects at Dewsbury on November 7 
Mr. Conrad Smigielskie, lecturer in Town 
Planning at Leeds School of Architecture. 
said that, having won his battle for decent 
pay, decent conditions and social securtty, 
“the little man” was now imposing his 
preferences and taste on the public at large 
This could be noticed in the sphere of enter 
tainment, but the taste of the -public Wa 
also going down in clothes and furniture 

Its influence was also to be seen in town 
planning and had resulted in a considerable 
growth of suburbs with semi-detached 
houses. In Yorkshire, Mr. Smigielskie sé 
the standard was worse than in the south. 

Architects had to bow to the preferences 
of their clients and, unfortunately, did 10! 
attempt to educate, but only to please them. 
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THERMAL INSULATION 
OF BUILDINGS 


The Use, Performance and Cost of 
Available Materials 


si HE aim of this manual is to provide 

building designers with a convenient 
source of information on the use, per- 
formance and cost of heat-insulating 
materials.” 

So run the opening words of the intro- 
duction to *Thermal Insulation of Build- 
ings, a production of the Building Re- 
search Station of the DSIR. The subject 
is essentially topical—any reduction in 
the total national consumption of fuel 
will affect the national economy, and 
there is little doubt that very significant 
economies can and should be made by 
adequate insulation of our buildings, both 
new and old. The production of the 
manual is thus timely. 

The manual, the sub-title of which is 
“Design Data and how to use them,” 
comprises three parts. Part I is excellent, 
being an authoritative and comprehen- 
sive statement of the principles involved, 
together with a number of valuable tables. 
Considerations other than insulation are 
dealt with, such as fire risk and resistance 
to decay, but there is no direct indication 
how to use the subsequent tables, as sug- 
gested in the sub-title. Part Il comprises 
37 data sheets on the physical properties, 
the available sizes and the application of 
the divers forms of the various materials 
which make up the total range of insu- 
lators. Part III is a series of tables for cer- 
tain standard forms of construction for 
roofs, walls and floors, giving the effect 
and cost of the addition of various forms 
of insulation. These most illuminating 
tables are worthy of intensive study for 
the most valuable comparative informa- 
tion they contain. True, there are some 
apparent anomalies, but there is probably 
a sound, although not obvious reason for 
these, since their recurrence in the tables 
is periodic—for example: | in. thick 
slag mineral or rock wool quilt at 
2s. 6d. per yard super compared with 
; In. thick similar material at 2s. 14d. per 
yard super makes no difference in the 
“extra cost” price when stuck to a 
backing, but does when hung _ loose 
between joists. 

PRESENTATION CRITICISED 
_ In general, however, the value of the 
information contained in the manual is 
unquestionable. What is questionable, 
however, is whether it has been presented 
in the best possible manner to the 
“building designer.” A “manual” is 
defined in the dictionary as a “small 
book for handy use.” True it is small— 
189 pages of medium octavo—but it 
cannot be described as handy. It is a 
book to which frequent reference will 
be desirable but there is no index, only 
an abbreviated contents page (p. vii) and 
a Key to the Tables of Construction 
(p. 78) which occurs some pages after 
the opening of Part III. In Part II the 
data sheets are in an inconsequent alpha- 
betical order, in which sometimes the 

* THERMAL INSULATION OF BUILDINGS. By Messrs. 


mash Comrie and Broughton, of the Building 
esearch Station, DSIR. HMSO, price 12s. 6d. 
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noun and sometimes the adjective gives 
the lead—the list of data sheets is tucked 
away on page 41. For a manual which 
is not only a text book but also for fre- 
quent reference, reference and cross 
reference is uncommonly difficult. Ad- 
mittedly the presentation and indexing 
of such technical matter is not easy; 
indexing can only be successfully done by 
the combined efforts of a professional in- 
dexer and the scientific author with, if 
possible, the comments of a typical user. 
The obvious competence in the know- 
ledge of their subject which is shown by 
the various authors is reflected not only 
in Part I but also in the considerable 
ingenuity shown in the compilation of 
the comparative tables in Part III. 

It is, therefore, disappointing to find 
that the result of the efforts of the joint 
authors is not presented in a better docu- 
mented form. If the matter is worth 
presenting—and in this case it un- 
doubtedly is—it is worth presenting in 
such a way that it can be most con- 
veniently used and reference tables easily 
found. This volume is of sufficient im- 
portance that a revised layout and index 
for the second impression should be con- 
sidered forthwith. 

Nevertheless, the manual does contain 
such essential information that it must 
be studied seriously by every architect 
and builder prior to finding its place 
among his books of frequent reference. 
It stands as the only authoritative state- 
ment in one volume of the properties 
of all the insulating materials available 
for increasing the performance of the 
tradijional and modern means of con- 
struction. 

RICHARD HENNIKER 


HEATING SCHOOL 
BUILDINGS 


Results of BRS Survey 


HE cost of installing a heating system in 
a school can range from 5 to 15 per 
cent. of the net cost of the building. This 
capital cost can be equalled in as little as 
15 years by the accumulating cost of fuel. 
It is important, therefore, to keep fuel costs 
as low as possible, having regard to the 
peculiar heating demands of a school where 
full heating is needed only intermittently and 
stand-by periods make up a great deal of 
the working life of the heating system. 

The Building Research Station has car- 
ried out an intensive survey of some 160 
school-heating systems in order to obtain 
information about the performance of differ- 
ent types of heating systems and to find 
possible ways of reducing fuel consumption. 

Warm air systems in which the room tem- 
peratures are controlled by thermostats con- 
trolling the fan motors were found to be 
very flexible, and coal-fired warm air 
systems and coke-fired radiator systems were 
ibout 25 per cent. more economical in fuel 
consumption than coal-fired radiator or floor 
panel systems. 

Nevertheless, in almost all the systems 
surveyed the fuel consumptions were much 
higher than experiments and calculations 
proved to be necessary. ~The main reason 
appeared to be that when the systems were 
closed down to night conditions the control 
settings were too high for economical opera- 
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tion and the buildings were, therefore, kept 
too warm during periods when they were 
not actually in occupation. It was found 
that some systems provided continuous heat 
in buildings which were occupied only for 
about 40 of the 168 hours in a week. 

The idea] school heating system, states the 
BRS, would appear to be one in which the 
plant can be operated intermittently so that 
fuel consumption is kept to a minimum 
when heat is not required. In order of 
efficiency from this point of view the 
systems are: forced warm air systems, 
radiator systems and floor panel systems. In 
all cases it was found that economy could 
be increased by installing control instru- 
ments and using contro] settings, particularly 
during unoccupied periods, which were 
lower than those normally used. 

The investigation showed that each of the 
systems could provide adequate comfort for 
teachers and children, but that in many 
schools, old and new, the existing plant could 
be controlled more economically without 
lowering the standard of comfort provided. 


AN AMERICAN TOUR 
IAAS President's Impressions of New 
Buildings 


LI£UT. - COLONEL A. E. HENSON, 

FRIBA, president of the Incorporated 
Association of Architects and Surveyors, re- 
turned to this country on November 7, after 
an eight weeks’ tour of the USA. 

While observing techniques and conditions 
generally in the American construction in- 
dustry, he made a special study of their 
hospitals, schools and commercial buildings. 

During his tour Colonel Henson met 
many prominent architects, including Frank 
Lloyd Wright who personally conducted 
him over several of his newest buildings in 
California. 

Colonel Henson was surprised to find so 
little reinforced concrete work being carried 
out. Almost all the new buildings are 
steel-framed. Except on the larger and 
more important buildings, he thought the 
standard of workmanship fell below the 
general standard in this country. His opin- 
ion of the American building operative was 
that he was certainly no better than his 
British counterpart. The only difference was 
that the American worker was more accus- 
tomed to using a wide range of mechanical 
aids. And his high rate of pay (about 25s. 
an hour) was a strong incentive to work. 

The hospitals he saw were in advance of 
ours. The facilities other than those directly 
connected with the medical treatment of 
patients, had been developed and extended 
to a much greater extent than here. 

The new American schools, he found, 
were not greatly different from the latest 
types being built in this country. 

The new private housing development 
which Colonel Henson saw in different parts 
of the US impressed him considerably. He 
saw many excellent architect-designed single- 
storey houses around the outskirts of cities. 

Public authority housing, on the other 
hand, was not as good there as in this 
country. Much of the new working-class 
housing property on the New York water- 
front, for example, was dull and uninterest- 
ing, he thought, and he believes that the 
Americans have missed a fine opportunity 
to develop this area attractively. 
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A general view down the main corridor 

showing the asepsis barrier doors open 

with the signs ‘‘Porter”’’ and ‘“‘Oper- 

ating” over the doors; also the 

Burgess acoustic ceiling over which 

the main service runs of piping are 
installed. 





New Operating Theatre Suite 
ESSEX COUNTY HOSPITAL, COLCHESTER 


TOOLEY & FOSTER, FF./AA.RIBA, Architects, 
in collaboration with W. G. PLANT, ARIBA, DipArch(L’pool), Architect to the North-East 
Metropolitan Regional Hospital Board 


Consulting Mechanical Engineer Quantity Surveyors 
T. B. WARD, AMIHVE THURGOOD, SON & CHIDGEY 
HUTTON (BUILDERS), LTD., Builders 
C. F. KEMP, Clerk of Works H. SACH & C. EVERITT, General Foremen 


Ts new theatre block has been designed with three room. In addition to these rooms there will be a 
theatres each with an anaesthetic room. Two of recovery room for post-operative cases and_ staff 
the theatres are designed to work as a pair with a changing rooms, and lavatories and store rooms 
shaved sterilising room and separate sluice rooms. together with a dressings preparation room. 

The third theatre will be mainly used for ENT work, Construction : The construction generally is of 11-in. 
and will have a separate sterilising room and sluice cavity walls with facing bricks externally and hollow 
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clinker blocks internally; the internal 
walls are 9-in. load-bearing brickwork 
and 4-in. clinker block partitions. The 
roof is of reinforced concrete with a 
foamed slag screed for insulation 
covered with three layers of bituminous 
felt. The floors are generally terrazzo 
with certain “‘ dry ” rooms covered with 
} thermo-plastic tiles. 

Design : The considerations in the 
design of the block were simplicity of 
construction for economy and of design 
for ease of working with a minimum 
number of staff. The twin theatres 
were planned to be mostly used blacked 
out, and the clearstorey windows were 
provided for natural light during clean- 
ing between operations and for natural 
ventilation when required. The third 
theatre has a large window which was 


lor specially requested and it, together with 
en the clearstorey windows to the other 
er- theatres and the windows to the an- 
the aesthetic rooms and recovery room, can 
ich be blacked out. 

re The third theatre has a dark room 


adjacent for developing X-ray films. 
Each theatre has scrub-up facilities 
available for theatre staff, which enable 
the surgeon to see the operating theatre 
whilst he is scrubbing up. 

Mechanical Services: The building 
of the theatres made it necessary to 
provide steam and increased main cold 
water and electrical supply. It is the 
intention of the board to provide a ring 
water main around the hospital at some 
future date, and a section of this has 





Above: Operating Theatre | showing the scialytic light, the hot and cold, sterile and saline water draw-off panel in the 
right-hand corner, the flush rayrad panels which have been used generally and, through the opening, the surgeons’ scrub-up 

bays with the armourplate glass screens. Below: Operating Theatre 3 showing the X-ray viewing screens and control 
| panel with the electric clock over, and through the doors from the corridor Anaesthetic Room 3. 
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now been laid to provide for the new 
requirements. The same applies to the 
electrical supply, and a new cable has 
been brought in from the transformer 
house, and this will provide the first 
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section of the ultimate ring main. 

The existing boiler house had to be 
extended, and two vertical steam boilers 
of Hartley and Sugden manufacture 
have been installed, and space has also 















































Anaesthetic Room 3 showing the nitrous oxide and oxygen pipe leads from the ceiling, 
and the suction apparatus and lead on the left-hand wall. The rayrad panel under the 
window forms a pipe duct and conceals a run of pipes serving this and other rooms. 





Sterilising Room \ showing the control panels to the hot sterile water and saline water 

(the cold sterile water panel is just out of view on the left). On the right are the bowl 

and instrument sterilisers with the controls on the front panel. This range of sterilisers 

also forms a pipe duct under which are the pipes supplying this range and other services 
in the building. The cabinet in the background is an instrument cabinet. 
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been provided for a third which will 
be added at a later date. When this 
third boiler is installed it will provide 
the warmth and the hot water supply 
from this central boiler house for the 
whole of the hospital. 


Oil-firing has been adopted for con- 
venience, but should an emergency 
arise and oil supplies become cut off. 
the existing boilers can be converted 
to hand-firing within a matter of hours, 
The heating of the new building is by 
low pressure hot water mainly with 
flush radiant panels, and the tempera- 
ture is automatically controlled by out- 
side weather conditions. This arrange- 
ment prevents over-heating and econo- 
mises in fuel. The heating system is 
capable of maintaining an_ internal 
temperature of 65 deg. F. internally 
when 30 deg. F. outside, but added to 
this the theatres are air-conditioned, 
Conditioned air is delivered at high level 
to each theatre, and extraction takes 
place at low level. The incoming air 
is filtered, warmed, and passed through 
a washer. The air delivered is therefore 
clean, warmed and brought to a speci- 
fied relative humidity. The air-con- 
ditioning plant is placed over the 
theatres, and every precaution has been 
taken to prevent noise. 


In each theatre viewing screens 
have been provided which incorporate 
low voltage controls for cautery, etc., 
also, suspended centrally, a_ scialytic 
shadowless light is installed in each 
theatre. Piped oxygen and _ nitreous 
oxide and suction have been provided 
to the theatres, the anaesthetic rooms 
and the recovery room, with supply 
from a central gas chamber. _ Sterilising 
equipment is of the ‘* wet” type and is 
fully recessed. Sterile hot and cold 
water and saline solution has been pro- 
vided. Emergency lighting has_ been 
provided. A stand-by generating set 
has also been provided in the boiler 
house. 


Sub-contractors and suppliers were: 


Sub-contractors : Smeatons, heating, steam 
hot and cold water; Christy Bros., electrical 
installation; Kleine Co., Ltd., r.c. floors and 
roofs; Ragusa Asphalte Paving Co., Ltd, 
built-up roofing; Roof and Lining Construc- 
tion, Ltd., suspended ceilings; J. Akers, Ltd., 
bronze letters; Deans Blinds (Putney), Ltd, 
black-out blinds; Henry Hope and Sons, Ltd. 
special metal windows; Helliwells and Co. 
Ltd., steam screens (over sterilisers); Groom, 
Daniels and Co., Ltd., Accotile flooring: 
Diespeker and Co., Ltd., terrazzo flooring and 
dados; W. J. Furse and Co., Ltd., lightning 
conductor; Ozonair, Ltd., air-conditioning 
plant; Manlove Alliott, sterilisers; British 
Oxygen Co., nitrous oxide, oxygen supply 
fittings and suction points; and Technical 
Lights and Equipment Co., operating lights, 
viewing screens and control panels. Indi- 
cator panels. 

Suppliers: John Williams and Co., slate 
cills and copings; James Gibbons, Ltd, 
instrument cupboards; John Sadd and Sons 
Ltd., flush doors; Parker Winder and Achurch 
Ltd., locks and door furniture; Roanole, 
Ltd., overhead curtain track (recovery room): 
Dales (Lettering), Ltd., name plates; Hent) 
Hope and Sons, Ltd., pressed steel comer 
plates; Henry Hope and Sons, Ltd., standaré 
metal windows; T. and W. Ide, Ltd., glass 
dome light; Tylors, Ltd., sanitary fittings; a” 
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Tudor Batteries, Ltd., emergency lighting 
batteries, etc. 
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News of the Week 


NEW BARBICAN APPEAL 


HE Minister of Housing and Local 

Government has accepted an appeal 
made to him by the New Barbican 
Committee against the decision of the 
Corporation of London regarding the 
proposed development of the “ Barbican 
Site,’ the area bounded by Aldersgate- 
street, Barbican, Beech-street, Whitecross- 
street, Silk-street, Milton-street, Rope- 
maker-street, and so on. 

The Minister has instructed one of his 
officers, Mr. S. J. Docking, ARIBA, to 
hold a local inquiry into the matter under 
appeal, at the South Court Room, Guild- 
hall, EC2, on January 17 next, at 
10.30 a.m. 

Owners and occupiers of property who 
may be affected by the proposed deveiop- 
ment are to be informed by the City 
Corporation that they may have an 
opportunity to state their case at the 
inquiry should they so desire. 


WORK-STUDY IN BUILDING 


THE NEED for the building industry to 
be completely up to date with its manage- 
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ment and administrative techniques is 
continuously being stressed both from 
within and from outside the industry. 
Developments in the engineering indus- 
tries in connection with “ Work-Study ” 
have shown the immense advantages to 
be derived from this form of activity. 


Since the officers of the LMBA have felt 
that substantial benefit could be derived 
from a small informal conference on this 
subject, they have arranged, with the 
collaboration of the British Institute of 
Management, to hold a half-day confer- 
ence at Management House, 8, Hill- 
street, W1, on Thursday, December 8, at 
2.30 p.m. The main object of this con- 
ference will be to provide an opportunity 
of considering Work-Study techniques 
and how they can be applied to firms of 
all sizes in the building industry. 


HISTORIC BUILDINGS 


AN EXHIBITION by the Ministry of 
Works will be opened at the RIBA on 
December 9 by the Minister of Works, 
the Rt. Hon. Nigel Birch, OBE, MP. It 
will illustrate the preservation of ancient 
monuments and historic buildings in the 
care of the Ministry of Works. The main 
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object of the exhibition is to make known 
to architects and students the special tech- 
niques evolved by the Ministry over the 
past 40 years in dealing with old build- 
ings, but it should also be of interest to 
builders, and to the general public. The 
exhibition will remain open (Mondays— 
Fridays, 10 a.m.—7 p.m.; Saturdays, 
10 a.m.—S5 p.m.), until December 22. 
Admission is free. 


A VENICE PALAZZO 


THE Masieri family have not given up 
their battle to have the palazzo designed 
by Mr. Frank Lloyd Wright as a 
memorial to their son built at the turn 
of the Grand Canal opposite the Palazzo 
Foscari in Venice, writes The Times 
correspondent in Milan. The project 
aroused violent opposition two years ago 
and was criticised in Britain. 


To prevent the building from being 
erected without having to pass judgment 
on its artistic suitability, the building 
committee of the Venice municipality de- 
clined to sanction it in April last year on 
the ground that it did not conform to the 
rules about height and distance from ad- 
joining buildings. This did not sound 








PROPOSED CIVIC CENTRE FOR DONCASTER.—A model of the projected Civic Centre at Doncaster, the plans for 
which were approved by the Council on November 21. The area is bounded by the proposed ring road on the south and west, 
by existing development along South Parade on the east, and by Waterdale-road on the north. Fortunately, the core of the 
site now consists of Glasgow Paddocks and Beechfield Park, which are largely open spaces and make this development possible. 
The design of the Civic Centre is based on the functional separation of pedestrian and vehicular traffic. Within the inner peri- 
Pheral road the closes, squares and places will be exclusively used by pedestrians, from which vehicular traffic is excluded. 
The buildings are grouped together to look inwards on the inner squares which form a series of inter-related open-air rooms. 
There are extensive belts of car parking placed between the inner peripheral road and the ring road. To the north of the site 
'S @ proposed area for shopping which will link the Civic Centre with the existing main commercial centre of the town. This 
design establishes the broad principles for future development and shows one way in which they can be implemented. The plan 
will be modified from time to time as the detail requirements and projects become known. The master plan for the Civic Centre 
has been prepared by Mr. Frederick Gibberd, CBE, FRIBA, MTPI, Planning Consultant (Felix Darnell ARIBA, AMTPI— 
Associate) in collaboration with Mr. Martin Cawley, BSc, AMICE, Town Planning Officer, and Mr. L. J. Tucker, ARIBA, 


Borough Architect. 
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very convincing in a country where such 
rules are violated daily and with 
impunity. 

It is now understood, the correspond- 
ent continues, that the Masieri family 
have submitted to the committee new 
plans which are in conformity with the 
rules. They do not, however, include 
details of the fagade, which will be sub- 
mitted only after the technical part of the 
plans have been approved. Thus, if the 
committee eventually rejects Mr. Wright’s 
plans, it will have to be on the grounds 
of its alleged artistic unsuitability. 


BUILDING TEACHERS 


THE NEXT meeting of the Building 
Teachers’ Conference will take place at 
10.45 a.m. to-morrow, December 3, in the 
Kent Room, Caxton Hall, Westminster, 
SW1. The conference will be opened by 
the president and chairman, Mr. N. How- 
dill, BSc, AIStructE. Mr. A. N. Goddard, 
ARIBA, Head of the Department of 
Building and Structural Engineering, 
LCC Brixton School of Building, and Mr. 
J. A. Christie, Group Training Officer, 
Taylor Woodrow, Ltd., will then speak 
on “ Sandwich Courses in Building Edu- 
cation.” These introductory talks will be 
followed by a general discussion. 

In the afternoon the annual general 
meeting will be held, followed by an 
address by the incoming president, Mr. 
E. L. Jones, MBE. Dr. R. P. Andrew, 
Education Officer of the Cement and 
Concrete Association, will then speak 
on “Concrete in Education.” This will 
be followed by a general discussion. 


SHEFFIELD POST 


APPLICATIONS are invited by December 
13 for the post of Group Leader Archi- 
tect (Education and General Section) on 
the staff of the Sheffield City Architect, 
Mr. J. L. Womersley, ARIBA, AMTPI, at 
a commencing salary of £825-£1,000 a 
year. The person appointed will be re- 
quired to take charge of a group respon- 
sible for the design and erection of major 
public buildings. The appointment, it is 
stated, offers considerable scope to an 
enthusiastic and progressive architect. 
Details are advertised elsewhere in this 
issue. 


APPOINTMENTS OPEN 


Tue LCC have vacancies for Quantity 
Surveyors of various grades. Details are 
advertised elsewhere in this issue. 


FROM “THE BUILDER” OF 1855 
Saturday, December 1, 1855 


A DipeLoma Society. — Whilst reading 
your recent leading article as to “The 
Architectural Association,’ the idea 
occurred to me of instituting “a general 
society” of the kind throughout the 
country, the members agreeing to submit 
themselves to an examination at the 
Royal Institute of British Architects. 
This, with the aid of “ the Institute ” and 
backed, of course, by The Builder, would 
at once put down all opposition to archi- 
tectural diplomas. I am a young man 
myself, and feel how great a benefit such 
a protection would be to those who had 
honestly earned it; against, as it were, 
architectural quacks. 

A STUDENT. 
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GREEN BELTS POLICY 


TCPA Memorandum 


HE Town and Country Planning Asso- 

ciation has submitted a memorandum 

on green belts to Mr. Duncan Sandys, 

Minister of Housing and Local Government, 

following his request for advice on the sub- 
ject. 

The Association welcomes the Minister’s 
request to local planning authorities to con- 
sider establishing clearly defined green belts 
in their development plans, and considers 
that the establishment of green belts is now 
a matter of urgency. The early definition 
of green belts will strengthen the hands of 
local planning authorities in discharging this 
duty, and the definition of green belts will 
give their plans a logical coherence which 
will be of great assistance administratively 
and psychologically. 

The primary purpose of a green belt is to 
provide a limit to the outward expansion of 
the town. But it should also help to pre- 
serve a rural area in which the town dweller 
can enjoy the pleasures of the countryside. 
This dual function of the green belt was 
stressed both in the Scott Report and in Sir 
Patrick Abercrombie’s Greater London 
Plan—it was further endorsed in the Clement 
Davies Report. 

A green belt should, as far as possible, 
be genuinely rural. Agriculture should be 
regarded as the primary land use. The 
value of a green belt for recreation will 
derive from its preservation as a_ pre- 
dominantly rural area. A green belt is not 
an area in which land can be allocated to 
sports grounds and other recreational facili- 
ties of this type, without ample evidence 
being produced that they cannot be provided 
in the town. 

The recent Ministry circular asks local 
planning authorities to consider establishing 
a green belt wherever this is desirable in 
order: (a) to check the further growth of 
a large built-up area; (b) to prevent neigh- 
bouring towns from merging into one 
another; or (c) to preserve the special 
character of a town. The Association urges 
that green belts should also be created in 
the case of some towns which do not fall 
within one of these three categories. 


SIZE OF THE GREEN BELT 


In determining the size of a green belt 
two main considerations should be taken 
into account. First, the green belt should 
be wide enough to discourage daily travel 
by persons living outside it to the town 
within; a minimum width of five miles and 
a maximum of ten miles might be involved. 
Secondly, the size and shape of the green 
belt may also be affected by topography, for 
instance, by the inclusion of a substantial 
natural feature, such as hills, moor or 
estuary. 

In the case of the large conurbations it 
is of vital importance to preserve the green 
wedges that project into the built-up areas 
as part of the green belt. 

In genera], house-building in a green belt 
area should be forbidden, but there may be 
exceptions. Houses genuinely needed for 
agricultural and other key workers should 
be permitted. But it is undesirable that per- 
missions should be given freely for develop- 
ment under the guise of “infilling” or 
“ rounding-off.” If the belt is narrow, then 
the ban on housebuilding should be strictly 
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enforced. Where the green belt surround 
villages, plans must be prepared indicating 
the extent to which these villages can be 
allowed to expand as part of a planned 
policy. Planning authorities should also 
allow suitable opportunities for country 
housebuilding elsewhere than in the green 
belt. 


Green belt land should be specifically [ 


defined as such in the development plan and 
should not be shown merely as “ white” 
land. There is at present no fully official 
development plan notation for this purpose, 
and the Development Plans Regulations 
should, if necessary, be amended to provide 
such statu‘ory recognition. 


The establishment of green belts must be | 


supported by the dispersal of population and 
industry to new and expanded towns. §o 
long as there are congested conditions in our 
towns and cities, there will be pressure to 
permit building on their outskirts, unless 
there are adequate opportunities for people 
to find homes and work in the new and 
expanded towns. 


The implementation of a green belt policy [ 


must depend in the last resort upon an active 
public opinion. If this opinion does not 
exist there is always the risk that undesir- 
able development will sooner or later he 
permitted. 


NFBTE 


Presidential Nomination 


Mr. NIGEL HANNEN, of London, has been 
nominated by the Council of the National 


Federation of Building Trades Employer fF 
to be President of the Federation for 1956. F 


Other presidential nominations are: 
Senior Vice-President: Mr. L. A. Walden 
(Henley-on-Thames). 
Junior Vice-Presidents: Mr. C. P. Howells 


(Caerphilly) and Mr. T. V. Prosser (Liver- 


pool). 

Mr. Nigel Hannen is a director of the firm 
of Holland & Hannen and Cubitts, Ltd, 
Queen Anne’s Gate, SWI. He is a grandson 
of Benjamin Hannen, senior, who was the 
first president of the London Master 
Builders’ Association from 1872-7. 

The annual general 
National Federation will be hela in Londoo 
on January 25 next. 
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INSTITUTE OF BUILDERS 


Notes from the Council Minutes 


A. MEETING of the Council of the Insti- 
+% tute of Builders was held at the Offices 
Under 
new Articles of Association adopted earlier 


| this year the membership of the Council 


has been increased, and for the first time 
Associates and Licentiates attended as full 


members. ; ; ; 
Those now serving on the Council and its 


' Committees are: Associates: H. J. Brown- 


john (East Horsley), P. L. Dean (London) 
and A. C. V. Telling (Bristol). Licentiates: 
D. L. L. Miles, J. H. M. Overton and C. G. 


' Smith (all of London) 


Appointment of Education Officer: The 
Council have decided to appoint Mr. H. 
Clarke, BA, as Education Officer to the 
Institute. Mr. Clarke, who comes to the 
Institute from the High Wycombe College 
of Further Education, will take up his duties 
on January 1, 1956, when he will become 
Secretary to the Institute’s recemtly formed 
Board of Building Education. He will also 
be responsible for the administration of the 
Institute’s examinations and the Registration 
and Exemption Scheme. 

Lecture Programme: A_ programme of 
“Top-Level ” Management lectures is to be 
arranged during the Winter session 1956-57, 
when it is hoped to invite well-known per- 
sonalities to give papers on the subjects of 
finance, modernisation, and problems of 
general management. The lectures will be 
open to Institute members and friends. 

Membership: Upgrading from Member to 
Fellow, 20; Member, 27; Upgrading to 
Member, 8; Associate, 6; Upgrading to 
Associate, 3; and Licentiate, 7. 

Conference on Domestic Heating: The 
Council have accepted an invitation from the 
Institute of Fuel to collaborate as a par- 
ticipating body in a conference to study 
Domestic Heating in the United Kingdom 
—Present and Future, to be held at Church 
House, Westminster, on May 1 and 2, 1956. 


Associate Diploma and _ Licentiate 
Diploma Examinations Pass-list 


THE EXAMINATIONS of the Institute of 
Builders were held at 11 centres in Great 
Britain and in Belgium and Nigeria in 
September, 1955. Following are the suc- 
cessful candidates : 
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Associate Diploma Examination (5): D. W. Ander- 
son, LIOB, L. Atkins, LIOB, G. Cookson, LIOB, 
G. B. Davison, LIOB, and J. Mills, LIOB. 


LICENTIATE DIPLOMA 


Licentiate Diploma Examination (129): Andrews, 
L., Armitage, M. W., Attrell, P. J., Augele, E. 
Austen, A. E., Bacon, H. A., Barker, R. P., Barry, 
A. J., Beagle, R. E., Beecher, C. N.. Berry, E. J.,; 
Bowling, J. H., Bowmer, W. E. H., Brazier, L. R., 
Bundock, P. F., Burgess, J. S., Busfield, D., 
Carruthers, J. G., Chell, C. H., Chetwood, C. J., 
Clayton, B. C., Coates, N. A., Cochrane, C. W., 
Collins, C. T., Cooper, D. E., Crabb, B. L., Crabb, 
R. G., Crump, N. F. 

Davidson, T. H., Dawson, T., Day, R. H., Dennis, 
P., Doust, K. G., Downer, J. D., Dunn, R. C., 
Edmeades, D. H., Ellis. K. H. W., Emsley, C. T., 
Farthing, D. S., Fell, C. V., Finch, K. F., Firth, A., 
Fisher, E. A., Floyd, R. A., Freeman, E., Gard, P., 
Gilmore, P. R. A., Gould, D. D. M., Grant, J. H., 
Greenhill, FE. G., Halford, D. B., Hamer, J. A., 
Hart, L. W., Harvey, P. L., Hawkins, G. A. P., 
Hawton, A. L., Hesford, M., Hopkins, J. R., Hudson, 
P. J., Hulance, G. I. G. 

Jameson, R. V., Jarvis, A., Johnson, B. P,, John- 
son, D. G., Jotnson, E. R., Jones, B. V., Jones, P., 
Kettle, P. E., Lane, A. G., Langford, W. J., Lewis, 
A. W., Lines, A. J., Marshall, R. W., Martin, 
W. W., McGrath, J. T., McKiernan, V., McLauchlan, 
G. A., MoLean, P. D., Metzner, J. E., Mitchell, 
B. R., Morris, G. D., Mortimer, G. J. S., Mortley, 
P., Murrell, G., Neave, G., Newman, C., Norman, 
F. A. L. 

Page, R. C., Palmer, C. A., Palmer, P. J., Parker, 


R. D., Peters, C., Pickering, J. E., Pierce, A. C. E., 
Pledge, W. M., Preece, E., Reilly, H., Rhodes, J. A., 
Ringer, M. , Rogers, K. J., Runnalls, P. C., 


Russell, E. H., Russell, M. S., Shepherd, C. D. T., 
Singleton, H., Smith, A. D., Smith, R. R., Snapes, 
T. A., Snelling, C. B., Speaight, D. S., Stubbings, G., 
Sussams, H. T., Swayne, I. G. 

Taylor, F., Thornton, A. G., Thornton, D. R., 
Titheridge, D. J., Turner, E. R., Underwood, P. M., 
Vater, V. S., Wakefield. C. H., Walters, A. E., 


Waugh, D. J., Webster, A., Westwood, R. N., 
White, G., Wigley, P., Witherow, J. W., Zdano- 
wicz, 


The Council of the Institute have noted 
with some satisfaction that the entry for this 
year’s examination has shown an increase 
compared with that for 1954 and that the 
percentage of passes has also increased. 


Scholarship Awards 


The Council will consider in due course 
the award of the following studentships: 

The “Aldous” Studentship of £100 for 
the purpose of studying building abroad, to 
the most deserving succesful candidate each 
year in the Associate Diploma examination. 

The ‘“ Matthews-Macfarlane ” Studentship 
of £50 for the purpose of studying building 
at home or abroad, to one of the two most 
deserving successful candidates each year in 
the Licentiate Diploma examination. 

The “ Sapcote ” Studentship of £50 for the 
purpose of studying building at home or 
abroad, to one of the two most deserving 
successful candidates each year in the 
Licentiate Diploma examination. 


“ . «. The building industry looks 


to the 
CHARTERED 
QUANTITY 
SURVEYOR 
for the 
strict control of building costs 
in the 
interests of everyone concerned. 
His professional services 
are all the more indispensable 
from being disinterested ... ” 


THIS DRAWING, by Mr. Charles Mozley, was included in the RICS exhibit 


at the Building Exhibition. It represents, in lighthearted manner, one: aspect of the 
Position of the chartered quantity surveyor within the building industry. It may be 
possible to distinguish the building owner, the architect, the building contractor and 


the clerk of works. 
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BUILDING EDUCATION 
LMBA Donation to IoB 


NV EMBERS of the LMBA, at the invita- 

tion of the President, Mr. L. J. Hollo- 
way, have subscribed £3,228 in sums ranging 
from £50 to £100 to finance the launching of 
the Board of Building Education set up re- 
cently by the Institute of Builders, 

This was announced by the President of 
the Institute, Mr. F. Leslie Wallis, OBE, JP, 
at the November meeting of the Institute’s 
Council. Mr. WALLIs said he had received 
with great pleasure a letter from Mr. Hollo- 
way, enclosing cheques from 34 firms. The 
letter was as follows: 

ae have great pleasure in enclosing here- 
with a number of cheques to a total value 
of £3,078 which have been sent to me by 
the chairmen of the companies whose names 
appear on the attached list. It is their wish 
that you will accept this gift from the Lon- 
don Master Builders’ Association as a con- 
tribution towards the initial cost of running 
the Board of Building Education, and that 
you will accept their and my sincerest good 
wishes for the very great success of this 
Board.” 

In moving a vote of thanks to Mr. Hollo- 
way for taking the lead in this matter, Mr. 
Wallis said that the LMBA donation would 
remove their immediate anxieties about the 
work of the Board of Building Education, 
but when it really got to grips with the many 
problems facing the industry it would cer- 
tainly need more money. If, therefore, any 
provincial firms felt inclined to follow the 
lead of London he would be very pleased 
to accept their donations. 

Among those who made donations were: 

Ashby and Horner, Ltd.: Richard Costain, 
Ltd.; Demolition and Construction Co., Ltd. ; 
Dove Brothers, Ltd.; H. Fairweather and Co., 
Ltd. ; Howard Farrow, Ltd. ; W. and C. French, 
Ltd.; Gee, Walker and Slater, Ltd.; Haymills 
(Contractors), Ltd.; Higgs and Hill, Ltd. ; Hol- 
land & Hannen and Cubitts, Ltd. ; Holliday and 
Greenwood, Ltd. ; Holloway Brothers (London), 
Ltd.; Humphreys, Ltd.; J. Jarvis and Sons, 
Ltd., E. H. Burgess, Ltd., Sir Robert McAlpine 
and Sons, Ltd. 

Kirk and Kirk, Ltd.; John Laing and Son, 
Ltd.; Walter Lawrence, and Son, Ltd.; Leslie 
and Co., Ltd. ; James Miller and Partners, Ltd. ; 
F. G. Minter, Ltd.; John Mowlem and Co., 
Ltd.; Harry Neal, Ltd.; Sir Lindsay Parkinson 
and Co., Ltd.; Patman and Fotheringham, 
Ltd. ; Prestige and Co., Ltd.; Rush and Tomp- 
kins, Ltd.; Bernard Sunley and Sons, Ltd.; 
A. E. Symes, Ltd. ; Taylor Woodrow Construc- 
tion, Ltd.; Trollope and Colls, Ltd.; Unit 
Construction Co., Ltd.; Wates, Ltd.; and 
George Wimpey and Co., Ltd. 


RETENTION MONEYS 


RIBA Support for Reducing 
Percentages 


RECENTLY, the Joint Consultative Com- 
mittee of Architects, Quanti:y Surveyors and 
Builders suggested to the RIBA that in the 
case of reputable contractors chosen, for 
example, by selective tendering, architects 
might consider reducing the amount of 
certified value retained substantially below 
the figure of 10 per cent. mentioned in the 
appendix to the RIBA Standard Form of 
Contract. 

The Joint Consultative Committee now 
report, states the NFBTE, that the RIBA 
Practice Committee have expressed their 
agreement with this suggestion, and it is 
understood that a practice note to this effect 
will be published in the RIBA Journal. 
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TOWN PLANNING APPEALS 
Angle of Light from Proposed New 
the London, EC, on 


City Building 
At Guildhall, 

November 16 a public inquiry was 
conducted by an Inspector of the Ministry 
of Housing and Local Government into an 
appeal by Bankers Clearing House, under 
Section 16 of the Town and Country Plan- 
ning Act, 1947, against the refusal of the 
Common Council of the City of London 
Corporation to approve plans relating to the 
upper portions of the appellants’ premises 
in King William-street, EC, with return 
frontages to Lombard-street and Abchurch- 
lane. 

The issue between the parties arose from 
the appellants’ proposal to reduce the num- 
ber of set-backs to the as yet uncompleted 
upper storeys of the building, thereby 
reducing the angle of light from 56 deg.—a 
standard upon which the Corporation nor- 
mally insisted--to 59 deg. 

The ground upon which the Corporation 
based their objection was that completion 
of the building on the lines proposed would 
not accord with the present daylighting 
code and would result in unsatisfactory 
lighting conditions to the buildings on the 
opposite side of King William-street. 

Mr. W. Scrivens (for the appellants) said 
the appeal related to the construction of 
certain additional storeys to an existing 
building. In 1938 permission was given for 
the completion of the building in a particu- 
lar form, namely with set-backs to comply 
with the particular requirements of that 
time and the rights then enjoyed by the 
Phoenix Assurance Co., Ltd., who occupied 
Nos. 4 and 5, King William-street on the 
opposite side of the street. Even at that 
time, however, it was considered by those 
advising the appellants that the restrictions 
imposed by the rights of the Phoenix 
Assurance Co. were excessive and that a 
more advantageous structure could be built 
on the Bankers Clearing House site without 
causing injury to anyone. 


INTERESTED OWNERS 


Negotiations and discussions therefore 
took place with a number of interested 
owners of property in King William-street, 
and with the City Corporation as free- 
holders, and everyone agreed at that time 
that provided the Phoenix could be brought 
into line a building in the form of the one 
which was the subject of the present appeal 
could be built without prejudice to buildings 
on the opposite side of King William-street. 

It took until 1952 to bring the Phoenix 
completely into line, but so confident were 
the appellants that an agreement could even- 
tually be reached, and that the City Cor- 
poration would be in complete accord with 
the alternative form of building which it was 
desired to erect, that an alteration was made 
in the steelwork of the upper part of the 
building such as would permit the building 
to be completed in that alternative form. 

In his submission the daylighting code, 
to which a reference appeared in the Analy- 
sis to the County of London Plan, should 
be used not in such a manner as would make 
it a rigid and unjust master but only as a 
guide towards arriving at a just and proper 
decision as to the suitability or otherwise 
of proposals submitted under the Town and 


THE BUILDER 








Country Planning Act of 1947. In consider- 
ing the merits and demerits of a particular 
proposal the code ought, in his submission, 
to be interpreted with flexibility in the light 
of all the circumstances, and he asked the 
Minister to approach the matter in that way. 

Mr. HERBERT AUSTEN HALL, FRIBA, a 
partner in Messrs. Whinney, Son and Austen 
Hall, architects, gave evidence on behalf 
of the appellants. He said that final plans 
for the construction of the building in its 
original form were submitted to the Cor- 
poration in August, 1938; planning approval 
was received in September of that year and 
work on the building commenced in Feb- 
ruary, 1939. In January, 1939, however, a 
representative of his firm attended a con- 
ference in relation to the height of buildings 
in King William-street and it was agreed that 
the revised “section ” of the building to be 
constructed on the Bankers Clearing House 
site then produced was a reasonable one. 
In June, 1939, the City Surveyor informed 
them that the Corporation would not object 
to the rearrangement of the upper storeys in 
accordance with the revised section, sub- 
ject to approval being obtained from the 
Phoenix Assurance Co., and in March. 
1940 an agreement was executed between 
all the parties concerned save the Phoenix. 
Meanwhile the building work was proceed 
ing and although they had not at that time 
obtained the concurrence of the Phoenix 
they anticipated doing so and the steelwork 
in the upper part of the building was 
changed. 

In October, 1952, he obtained the con 
sent of the Phoenix Assurance Co., and 
although the Corporation of London were 
not a party to that agreement he was under 
the impression that anything further he 
needed from the Corporation was a pure 
formality provided the Phoenix should 
approve. When an application was sub- 
sequently made for formal approval, how- 
ever, it came as a shock to be given to 
understand that objections would be raised 
because the City Corporation had by that 
time formed different views concerning 
angles of light from those which they 
previously held. 

Mr. Hall expressed the opinion that from 
an aesthetic point of view he did not much 
like the series of “steps” which were 
embodied in the original design and that 
there were definite architectural advantages 
in the new elevation. 

In reply to the Inspector, the witness said 
he did not attach any great importance to 
the fact that the steelwork had been changed 
in anticipation of agreement being reached 
with the Phoenix, and he did not wish to 
make an issue of it so far as the present 
appeal was concerned. 

Mr. P. V. BurRNeETT, FRIBA, partner 
in Messrs. Percy V. Burnett and Partners, 
architects, also gave evidence for the appel- 
lants and said that if the building was 
allowed to be completed in accordance with 
the revised elevation the loss of daylight 
factor would be very small. Taking all the 
circumstances into account he considered 
that the proposed decrease in the angle of 
light from 56 deg. to 59 deg. would not have 
any serious effect on Phoenix House. Cer- 
tain features of the original proposals had in 
fact been omitted from the revised scheme 
which would have the effect of allowing 
more morning sunlight to enter the street 
than would otherwise have been the case. 
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He shared the view expressed by Mr. Hil 
that the present proposal was a better prop. 
sition from the aesthetic and architectyy 
points of view. In cross-examination, th 
witness said that the loss of daylight facto, 
over the whole frontage would be aboy 
1.17 per cent. That was very low. 

INSPECTOR: You would agree that if th: 
building were completed in accordance wit 
the present desire of the appellants ther 
would be a certain loss of light on the Oppo- 
site side of King William-street at ground. 
floor level? —Yes. 

Would you agree that the effect at firy. 
floor level would be quite marked?) 
might be more noticeable, but I do not think 
it would be serious. 

This completed the case for the appel 
lants. 


THE CORPORATION'S CASE 
Evidence for the Corporation was given 
by Mr. H. A. Mealand, FRIBA, MTPI, Cit 
Planning Officer, and Mr. L. P. Brook 

ARICS, AAI, of the City Corporation. 
Mr. MEALAND said that planning permi- 
sion was given in 1938 for the construction 
of the building and so far as his Corporation 


was concerned it could be completed in a-& 


cordance with that approval. An angle of 
light of 56 deg. had been agreed by the 
Minister and the Corporation adhered 
strictly to it in regard to the City of London 
as a whole. In many respects an angle of 
56 deg. was more favourable to developers 
than the standards laid down in the day- 
lighting code set out in the County of Lor 
don Development Plan. 


not as an individual building standing alone 
but against the background of the immediate 
area as a whole, He agreed that the omis 
sion from the revised plans of what wa 
known in the original scheme as the pavilion 
was an improvement, but the length of 
frontage affected thereby amounted to onl) 
22 ft. of the total frontage of 92 ft. Subjec! 
to that, he agreed that its omission allowed 
more sunlight into Abchurch-lane. 

In his final submission on behalf of the 
Corporation, Mr. W. Roots said that the 
agreement of 1940 could quite clearly no! 
import planning permission nor, equally 
clearly, could the Corporation in any evett 
be expected to act in such a way as not t0 
carry out its statutory duty. Subject to thal 
there was no question of the Corporation 
endeavouring to avoid that agreement. The 
fact of the matter was that the Minister had 
since approved the County of Londo 
Development Plan and it was the duty 0 
the Corporation to apply that Plan subjec! 
to exceptions or modifications reasonable. 

In the case of the present appeal one Was 
considering an admittedly unfinished built: 
ing but one which nobody had suggested 
could not be completed in accordance wit 
the plans originally approved, nor had ! 
been suggested that the imposition of § 
56 deg. angle of light was physicall 
incapable of being satisfied. 

One presumed that the proposal to allt 
the elevational design arose from a desit 
to provide increased floor space, but thi 
of course, was a factor common to almo! 
every application to go beyond the limit 


He considered that F 
one should judge the appellants’ building > 





tions imposed by the angle of light reguli 
tions laid down. What special factors, from 


a planning point of view, were inherent ° 


the present application which would justi!) 
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such a very marked departure from the 
angle of light approved by the Minister, 
and supported by him in numerous appeals? 
There were certainly none, in his submis- 
sion, such as to render this a special case. 

No doubt there were many occasions 
upon which the prescribed angle of 56 deg. 
should receive some special consideration, 
but no evidence had been given of the exist- 
ence of any special peculiarities or abnor- 
malities in the course of the present appeal. 
A departure of 3 deg. from the prescribed 
angle of light was a very important matter 
in the City of London and his submission 
with regard to the suggestion that the pre- 
scribed angles should be interpreted with 
some degree of flexibility was that if the 
Minister were to allow the present applica- 
tion it would amount not to the exercise of 
flexibility but to a complete abandonment 
of those angles, except as a most vague and 
general indication, and he asked that that 
submission should be put clearly before him. 

In his reply on behalf of the appellants, 
Mr. Scrivens submitted that the owners of 
the properties on the opposite side of King 
William-street were perfectly capable of 
obtaining the best possible advice as to the 
effect of the proposed alterations and they 
had, in fact, stated their opinion that their 
light and air would not be materially 
affected. It was important, and relevant, to 
deal with this application on its merits. To 
do so would not, in his submission, create 
a precedent for anything else. 

The Minister’s decision will 
known in due course. 


be made 


Transport Ministry's Opposition to 


Ribbon Development 


AN inquiry lasting for several hours was 

held at Norton, Malton, by Mr. J. 
Easterbrook, an inspector of the Ministry of 
Housing and Local Government, into an 
appeal by Mr. W. Jackson, builder, of Mal- 
ton, against a decision of the loca] planning 
authority of the East Riding County Coun- 
cil to refuse permission to build eight houses 
on Scarborough-road, Norton. Mr. G. F. 
STRANGE, for Mr. Jackson, said it was sug- 
gested that the houses would constitute rib- 
bon development, but he thought it would 
be more accurate to describe it as “ filling 
in” as there were already houses on either 
side. Since last year the volume of traffic 
on the Scarborough-road had decreased 
owing to deviations, and the danger was not 
now so great. 

MR. F. P. Taytor, clerk to Norton Urban 
Council, said private building of houses at 
Norton was almost at a standstill owing to 
the acute shortage of building sites. Since 
the war only 29 private houses had been 
erected, the lowest figure of any urban or 
rural authority in the East Riding. The 
council had erected 349 houses at a cost 
to the ratepayers of £1,893 a year and to 
the Exchequer of £4,907 a year. He com- 
Plained that there had been ne consultation 
between the council and the planning 
authority. The council strongly supported 
the application. 

For the planning authority it was stated 
that the Ministry of Transport strongly 
objected to building on that site, and Mr. 
S. A. Crane said that when Mr. Jackson 
originally made his application he was told 
that it was unlikely that permission would 
be granted. 

A decision will be announced later. 
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BRIXTON SCHOOL 
PRIZEGIVING 


Presentation by Mr. C. H. Aslin 


MPPHE annual prize distribution of the 

LCC Brixton School of Building was 
held on November 21 at the Royal Institute 
of British Architects, Portland-place. The 
prizes were distributed by Mr. C. H. Aslin, 
CBE, President, RIBA. 

Mr. D. A. G. RED, principal of the 
school, presenting his report, referred to the 
unprecedented demand for trained and 
skilled staff for work connected in any way 
with building. The situation had, he 
believed, produced closer ties between the 
industry and the technical colleges and he 
drew additional hope for the future from 
the wealth of evidence of growing interest 
of the industry in education and training at 
all levels. Paying tribute to the work of 
the teaching and administrative staff of the 
college, he observed that their principal 
anxiety at Brixton was in respect of premises 
and he mentioned the long-standing proposal 
to provide a new building on a more suit- 
able site. 

In his address, Mr. ASLIN stressed the 
necessity for al] members of the building 
team being prepared to work together and 
learn from one another. This necessity had 
not, he said, always been observed in the 
past and he welcomed the holding of the 
school prizegiving at the RIBA as a sign of 
the times and of the growing co-operation 
between builders and architects. An import- 
ant function of architecture was, he declared, 
to represent the age and, particularly, to pro- 
vide evidence of the skills existing at the 
time. The institute and its members were 





THIRTY-ONE-STOREY MILAN BUILD- 


ING.—A reader sends us this photograph of 


a new 31-storey building in Milan, Italy. 

The ground floor is occupied by shops and the 

next three floors are low-ceilinged offices or 

display rooms, surmounted by the tower illus- 

trated. The facing is partly in black or slate- 

coloured marble and the window frames are 
of polished metal. 
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anxious to encourage the production of 
much better buildings and he could think of 
no better way to do it than by developing 
closer co-operation with the industry and the 
colleges that served it. 


Mr. Aslin then presented prizes to about 
80 students representing all branches of the 
work of the college. The Uxbridge medal, 
the principal award in full-time and sand- 
wich courses, was won by K. H. W. Ellis, 
a student of building and a former BATC 
scholar. The Sage Medallion for excep- 
tional merit in evening courses was won by 
K. A. Hatter, a student of plumbing and 
sanitary engineering. The LMBA prize for 
the best indentured apprentice or articled 
pupil was awarded to A. G. Lane and the 
principal structural engineering prizes 
(presented by the British Constructional 
Steelwork Association and the Cement and 
Concrete Association) were won by M. 
Cwalino, D. H. Briggs, L. Lipp, and F. 
Atkey, the last-named gaining the BCSA 
Medal. Outstanding successes of students 
included two George VI memorial fellow- 
ships for study in USA, the RIBA Ashpitel 
Prize (for the second year in succession) and 
one of the studentships of the Plumbing 
Awards Council. 

In proposing a vote of thanks to Mr. 
Aslin, Mr. L. J. Hobttoway, president, 
LMBA, and a governor of the school, said 
that, although present conditions in the 
building industry were both driving and lead- 
ing them towards technical knowledge, it 
was essential not-to neglect the development 
of manual skill; a balanced approach to 
technical education and training was neces- 
sary. 

Sir LUKE FAWCETT, seconding, went on 
to speak of the debt which the operatives’ 
organisations owed to the distinguished 
presidents of RIBA who had, successively, 
given such active support in connection with 
the National Scheme of Apprenticeship. 


HOSPITALS OF THE FUTURE 
Doctors and Architects’ Views 


OTH aarchitects and doctors expressed 
their views on the design of health 
buildings at a meeting held by the Royal 
Society of Health in London on November 
16. 

Speaking on clinical requirements, Dr. 
A. B. STEwarT, Deputy Medical Officer of 
Health, London County Council, said that 
splendidly equipped and expertly staffed 
clinics situated half-a-mile uphill would be 
ignored by mothers who would cheerfully 
push a perambulator twice the distance on 
level ground to attend a clinic housed in un- 
satisfactory surroundings. 

Dr. C. W. Gorpon, of the Birmingham 
Regional Hospital Board, said that in the 
design of new hospitals there was no place 
for standardisation, rigidity and uniformity. 

This was endorsed by Mr. A. H. 
DEVEREUX, FRIBA, who advocated that out- 
patients should not have to queue or wait 
for registration. Instead, he wanted them 
to be provided with a beautiful and com- 
fortable reception room where flowers, 
plants and works of art would make them 
feel at home. 

Mr. D. A. GoLDFINCH, FRIBA, Architect 
to the Birmingham Regional Hospital Board, 
pointed out that Spain had recently pro- 
ceeded with a large hospital building pro- 
gramme which was worthy of careful study. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


From Our Parliamentary Correspondent 


MoW to Take Over Deep Shelters 


BY the provisions of the Underground 

Works (London) Bill which was pre- 
sented to Parliament by the Minister of 
Works on November 22, the Ministry of 
Works will take over the seven deep tube 
shelters constructed in London during the 
last war, together with the surface land and 
sub-soil occupied by them. 

The shelters, which were provided for the 
protection of the civil population from air 
raids, are at Belsize Park, Camden Town, 
Goodge Street, Stockwell, Clapham North, 
Clapham Common and Clapham South, 
and are connected with the underground 
railway stations at those places. 

The cost of compensation for the lands 
to be vested in the Ministry is estimated at 
£30,000, and will be voted from moneys 
voted by Parliament. Maintenance costs 
estimated at £30,000 will also be borne on 
the Ministry Vote. No estimate can be 
given of the Minister’s liability for damage 
from subsidence. 

No-one will be permitted to carry out any 
work involving the erection of any building 
or structure in specified areas of Wands- 
worth or the addition to a building or 
structure on those lands, unless the Minister 
being served with notice in writing gives 
his consent. 


Slum Clearance Problems 


N attempt to define more precisely the 

question “ When is a slum a slum?” 
was made by Mr. WILLIAM DEEDES, 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry of 
Housing and Local Government, during an 
adjournment debate in the Commons on 
November 24. He pointed out that, under 
the Housing Repairs and Rents Act, 1954, 
for a house to be deemed unfit for human 
habitation it had to be so defective in one or 
more of the following matters—repair, 
stability, freedom from damp, natural 
lighting, ventilation, water supply, sanitary 
conveniences, facilities for the storage, pre- 
paration and cooking of food and for the 
disposal of waste water—that it was reason- 
ably unsuitable for occupation. 

The Ministry had interpreted that in a 
circular to local authorities, in which they 
stated that a decision that a house was unfit 
might be based on a major defect in one of 
those matters, or on an accumulation of 
smaller defects in two or more of them. No 
evidence had reached the Ministry that local 
authorities were construing the definition in 
a high handed way. 

BRIGADIER CLARKE, who raised the 
question of the condemnation of unfit 
houses, particularly in Portsmouth, suggested 
that no house should be condemned merely 
because it had no bathroom, inside lavatory 
or damp course. He urged that the Ministry 
should request local authorities to be more 
generous and reasonable in their interpreta- 
tion of existing legislation relating to the 
condemnation of unfit premises. He said that 
in Portsmouth, where 7,000 houses had been 
destroyed during the war, and another 7,000 
or ene tenth of the total in the city had been 
declared unfit, people who had _ been 
desperate for homes and had been told there 
was no intention of slum clearance in certain 
areas had bought houses. Now they would 
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suffer because those had been 


scheduled as unfit. 


Mr. Deepes said that local authorities had 
already substantial powers to mitigate hard- 
ship where it arose, including discretionary 
payments for any loss caused by the clear- 
ance. There was always a risk that any large- 
scale operation by a public authority, how- 
ever carefully it was safeguarded, would 
cause hardship to individual owner-occupiers. 
People who were urgently in need of houses 
did not always examine closely the condition 
of a vacant house, or cavil at an inflated 
price, and it had been pointed out that site 
value bore very heavily on the owner- 
occupier if he was a mortgagor. 

In a circular issued in September the 
Ministry had recommended local authorities 
to remind the public that they were pre- 
paring a comprehensive programme of slum 
clearance, and that people who were pro- 
posing to buy a house in the district should 
make inquiries from the council to find out 
whether it might be affected by slum clear- 
ance. It would be most unlikely that anyone 
should run the risk of buying a house in 
ignorance that it might be subject to slum 
clearance operations. Although the Ministry 
recognised there was a difficulty to be dealt 
with, and the Minister had promised he 
would do that, they hoped they would avoid 
adding to it. 


areas 


OTHER BUSINESS 
SCHOOL SCIENCE BUILDINGS 


Mr. ALBu asked the Minister of Education 
what had been the value of new building for 
the teaching of science in maintained gram- 
mar, technical and secondary modern 
schools, respectively, which had taken place 
since 1945, 

Sir Davip Ecctes, in a written reply on 
November 10, stated—The cost of labora- 
tories cannot be exactly separated from the 
cost of the new schools of which they form 
an integral part. But I estimate that the 
laboratories alone have in this period cost 
£1,500,000 in technical schools, just under 
£3m. in grammar schools and £9m. in 
modern schools. 
DEVELOPMENT 

Mr. McApDDEN asked the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government, on 
November 22, whether he was aware that 
development of more than one important 
site near St. Paul’s Cathedral was at a 
standstill because of a delay in dealing with 
town planning applications and appeals, and 
that this was hindering the rebuilding of the 
City of London. 

Mr. DUNCAN SANDYS, in a written reply. 
stated:—I believe that it is of first import- 
ance to try to create a worthy setting for 
St. Paul’s Cathedral. I appreciate that this 
involves holding up certain site development 
proposals. I regret this delay, and will do 
all I can to make it as short as possible. 


LOCATION OF INDUSTRY 


Mr. HAMILTON asked the President of the 
Board of Trade whether he would review 
his policy on the location of industry in view 
of the over-concentration of new industry 
around the London area. 

Mr. DEREK WALKER-SMITH, Parliamentary 
Secretary, Board of Trade, in a written reply 
on November 22, stated:—No. Industrial 
development certificates are not normally 


NEAR ST. PAUL'S 
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granted for industry which is not alread 
established in the London area. The ney 
industrial building there is largely due to the 


expansion of existing industry which fo | 
economic reasons could not move out of the | 


area. 
FLYOVER ROAD JUNCTIONS 


Mr. GRIMOND asked the Minister of Trans. 
port and Civil Aviation how many flyovers 
or flyunders were planned for London. 

Mr. BoyD-CARPENTER, replying qq 
November 23, said:—In the London County 
Council development plan provision is made 
for flyovers or under-passes at six major 
intersections. Their inclusion in a number 
of other London schemes is under considera. 
tion. These figures relate to the LCC are 
only, and there are in addition a considerable 
number of flyovers and flyunders planned 
for the approaches to London. 


Mr. RONALD BELL asked the Minister what 


he estimated would be the cost of a fly- 
Over crossing with interconnections at the 
intersection of A40 and the North Circular 
Road. 

Mr. Boybd-CARPENTER:—About 


UNDERGROUND CAR PARKS 


Mr. KENNETH’ ROBINSON asked | the 
Minister of Transport to consider the con- 
struction of underground car parks in Soho- 
square, Golden-square and other London 
squares where the damage to amenity would 
be negligible. 

Mr. BoyD-CARPENTER:—I have received 
no such proposal either from the local 
authority responsible for provision of car 
parking facilities or from private enterprise, 


£600,000 


If one is referred to me I will gladly examin: | 


it. 
CEMENT SUPPLIES 

Mr. STAN AwBery asked the President of 
the Board of Trade if he was aware that, 
because of the monopolistic tendency in the 
cement industry, local authorities were seek- 
ing tenders for the supply of cement from 
the Continent; and if he would refer the 
activities of this industry to the Monopolies 
Commission. 

Mr. WALKER-SMITH:—No. The Presideni 
of the Board of Trade does not propose to 
make any further references to the Monopo- 
lies and Restrictive Practices Commission in 
the immediate future. 


DEMOLITION SAFEGUARD 
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Mr. Gower asked the Minister of Hous ' 
ing and Local Government what action he | 


would take and what new safeguards he 
would impose as the programme of slum 


clearance increased in scope to prevent the | 


wholesale destruction of houses which might 
be reconditioned by expenditure less than the 
cost of erecting new houses. 

Mr. SANDys: Orders for the clearance 0! 
compulsory purchase of areas of unfit house 
require my confirmation, which is given ofl) 
where I am satisfied that demolition is th 
best course. I think this provides an ade 
quate safeguard. 


SEWAGE WORKS EXTENSION 


Mr. Owen asked the Minister of Hous 
ing and Local Government when the Mor 
peth Borough Council could have a decisi® 
on their application for permission to extend 
the sewage works. 

Mr. SANDYS: I have asked the council 
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submit revised and less expensive proposals. 
When I receive these I shall give my decision 
as quickly as I can. 


LOCAL AUTHORITY BORROWING 


Mr. MAHON asked the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer if he would free local authorities 
from the conditions applying to Treasury 
consents under the Control of Borrowing 
Order, 1947, whereby no mortgage could be 
issued on terms providing for repayment 
before a date seven years from the date of 
issue and should be for a definite term and 
should not be allowed to run on at notice 
after the expiration of that term; and thus 
allow local authorities a freedom of action 
according to market conditions, which they 
had previously enjoyed. 

Mr. HENRY BROOKE, Financial Secretary, 
Treasury, in a written reply on November 
21, state: The Chancellor of the Exchequer 
is considering representations which have 
been made to him on this matter. 


EXPENDITURE ON ROADS 


Mr. GERALD WILLIAMS asked the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer if he was aware that 
local authorities were in doubt whether the 
letter which he and the Minister of Housing 
and Local Government sent to them on 
October 26 concerning levels of capital ex- 
penditure up to March 31, 1957, was in- 
tended to convey that local government ex- 
penditure on roads should not exceed during 
that period the average expenditure for the 
period 1954-55, and whether, as the road pro- 
gramme already announced was to go ahead, 
he would take steps to clarify his request. 

Mr. R. A. BUTLER, in a written reply on 
November 22, stated—Under the road pro- 
gramme, capital expenditure falling on local 
authorities for classified roads is expected to 
be about £5m. in 1956-57, and there is no 
intention that this should be cut. The total 
capital expenditure of all local authorities 
in 1954-55 was £543m. I cannot believe 
that the local authorities concerned will be 
unable to find room for this particular item 
of capital expenditure within the level con- 
templated in the circular. 


PETERLEE DEVELOPMENT 


Mr. SHINWELL asked the President of the 
Board of Trade, on November 22, what pro- 
gress he had made with the provision of in- 
dustries for the new town of Peterlee. 

Mr. WALKER-SMITH: One Government- 
financed factory was completed at Peterlee 
last year, and a second this year. A third 
has been approved. 


CONTRACTS IN USA 


Mr. BorroMLey asked the President of the 
Board of Trade, if he would make a state- 
ment about the awarding to a United King- 
dom undertaking of the United States con- 
tract for the Minidoka reclamation scheme 
in Idaho. He also asked for a statement 
about the new rules adopted by the United 
States Department of the Interior in award- 
ing contracts to foreign competitors as it 
affected British interests. Mr. GRIMOND 
asked what representations he had made to 
the United States Government on the altera- 
tions of the rules governing their acceptance 
of foreign tenders. 

Mr. Low, Minister of State, Board of 
Trade, stated in a written answer on Novem- 
ber 22: The new rules announced by the 
Department of the Interior provide that 
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when the lowest United States bidder offers 
equipment which will be manufactured sub- 
stantially in an area of substantial unem- 
ployment, the addition to the lowest foreign 
bid for the purpose of appraising the bids 
shall be 12 per cent., as compared with 6 
per cent. in other cases. It is on the basis 
of these rules that the contract for the Mini- 
doka scheme has been awarded to an English 
firm. This decision helps to clarify the con- 
ditions under which these contracts may be 
awarded in future, and there is certainly no 
question of making representations to the 
United States Government in regard to it. 


COASTAL DEFENCE WORKS 


Mr. BRAINE asked the Minister of Agri- 
culture, Fisheries and Food, whether full 
reinstatement of coastal defences to pre- 
1953 flood conditions had been effected by 
the river boards; and by what date all new 
works designed to reinforce these defences 
would be completed. 

Mr. HEATHCOAT AMorY, replying on Nov- 
ember 24, stated: I am informed that works 
of restoration have been completed except 
at Chapel St. Leonards in Lincolnshire, 
where it has been found necessary to add 
to the work originally carried out. In ad- 
dition, very substantial works of improve- 
ment to give increased protection to land 
of high agricultural value, valuable indus- 
trial premises and compact residential areas 
are practically complete. It will be for the 
river boards to consider any further works 
of improvement that may be desirable. 


DARLINGTON BY-PASS SCHEME 


Mr. SLATER asked the Minister of Trans- 
port and Civil Aviation on November 24, 
what consideration he had given to a by- 
pass round Darlington on the A.1 road, to 
ease traffic congestion within the borough. 

Mr. Boyp-CaRPENTER, in a written reply, 
stated: The preliminary survey has been 
completed and I shall publish a draft scheme 
covering the line of this road, under the 
Special Roads Act 1949, as soon as I can. 


NEW TOWNS: PRIVATE HOUSING 


Mr, GRAEME FINLAY asked the Minister 
of Housing and Local Government to give 
the number of houses and sites for private 
ownership sold in new towns. 

Mr. DuNCAN SANDYS, in a written reply 
on November 25, stated: —Up to June 30, 
1955, the latest date for which information 
is available, 167 houses and 353 sites for 
houses have been sold to private owners in 
new towns. In addition, sufficient land for 
880 houses has been sold to private builders. 


LUDLOW STOPS DIRECT LABOUR 


Ludlow RDC decided at its last meeting 
to abandon building by direct labour as a 
result of the cut in housing subsidies. Lud- 
low RDC is the only authority in Shrop- 
shire to have built a considerable number 
of council houses by direct Jabour. It is 
to close down its building section when pre- 
sent building finishes. The Council has 
been building its own houses for about five 
years. It will have built a total of 62 houses 
by direct labour when it has completed 
those now under construction. The direct 
labour scheme was introduced by Ludlow 
because it found that the council could not 
get tenders from contractors to build houses 
in remote districts at a price which the 
Ministry would approve. 
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Compulsory Acquisition and Private 
Development 


At a meeting of the London County 

Council on November 22, Mr. W. G. 
FISKE, chairman of the Housing Com- 
mittee, in reply to a question by Mr. Martin 
Bond, said that the number of compulsory 
purchase orders, made during the past three 
years for housing purposes, which had been 
rejected by the Ministry either wholly or in 
part in favour of private development was 
three. He added that a total of 225 dwell- 
ings could have been erected if these orders 
had been confirmed. In addition, there 
were three sites which had been considered 
for compulsory acquisition by the council, 
but which had not been proceeded with in 
view of the Minister’s policy with regard to 
the development of sites by private owners. 
The number of dwellings which the Council 
could have provided on these sites was esti- 
mated at 1,043. 


Council’s Land Figures 


Mr. MarTIN BOND also put a question to 
the chairman of the General Purposes Com- 
mittee regarding the total acreage of land 
owned by the Council. 

In his reply Mr. DoNaLD Forp said that 
the figures varied with the progress of the 
Council’s acquisition programme. However, 
on June 30 this year, the total acreage out- 
side the administrative county of London 
was 17,150, and inside the county 10,089. 

He added that of the total acreage owned 
by the Council] inside the county 1,282 was 
used for the education service; 3,231 for 
housing estates; 4,483 for parks and oper 
spaces; and 1,093 for other services of the 
Council and for offices, commercial and 
industrial use. Mr. Ford also pointed out 
that the amount of land which was in use 
for office and commercial purposes varied 
considerably from time to time as purchases 
took place and redevelopment occurred. It 
would not be possible without very consider- 
able research to give a reliable figure for this 
type of user, but it might be of interest to 
know that areas at present owned by the 
Council and allocated for industry in the 
County of London Development Plan 
amounted to some 47 acres and, in addition, 
118 acres, forming part of the former Wool- 
wich Arsenal, was about to be purchased for 
industrial use. 


MBC Improvement Grants 


AT THE same meeting of the Council Miss 
L. F. NETTLEFOLD asked the chairman of the 
Housing Committee whether he could give 
any information as to thé extent to which 
the Metropolitan Borough Councils had 
made grants under the Housing Act, 1949, 
in respect of improvement or conversior 
schemes. 

Mr. W. G. FIsKE said that the latest infor- 
mation available was the position as at Janu- 
ary 31, 1955, which was as follows: Forty- 
one grants amounting to £31,768 had been 
made by the Metropolitan Borough Ceun- 
cils in respect of the provision of 124 dwell- 
ings and 304 grants amounting to £53,827 
had been made in respect of the improve- 
ment of 304 single dwellings. He added 
that arrangements were being made for a 
further return from the Metropolitan 
Borough Councils as on December 31, 1955. 
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A CASE FOR HALF BRICKS 


Improving the Appearance of Cavity 
Walling 


HAVING seen our reference to _half- 
bricks in The Builder of October 28 
(page 738), “Bricky” writes: There is a 
practical case for half-bricks in such work as 
circular treatment of outer-skin cavity walls. 
There is also a practical and aesthetic case 
for half-bricks in the majority of external 
leaves of cavity walling. The flat and 
mostly uninteresting appearance of the 
customary stretcher bond of cavity walls is 
very monotonous. True, it is possible to in- 
troduce some measure of relief by using 
“* snapped ” headers to give the appearance 
of a Flemish bond. It is essential, however, 
to ensure that the snapped end of the 
header brick does not project into the cavity. 


I have heard it stated that careful “ snap- 
ping ” minimises the projection danger and 
involves little or no extra cost as the two 
halves of the header can be used. With pre- 
sent labour costs and the necessity to re- 
duce building charges this is far from a fore- 
gone conclusion. It seems quite obvious that 
the best solution is in the hands of the brick 
manufacturers, and one hopes that they will 
see their way clear to produce special 4} in. 
headers.in due course. This would obviously 
cut out wasteful “ snapping,” cut the labour 
charges involved and would generally serve 
to make cavity walling a thing of beauty as 
well as a most desirable method of construc- 
tion. 


PRODUCTION PROBLEMS 


Some brick concerns would probably find 
nalf-bricks reasonably easy to manufacture, 
but I believe that the processes in other 
works might have to be carefully worked 
out before two bricks in place of one could 
be mass produced. Nevertheless, both prac- 
tically and artistically the effort would repay 
study. 

Many of the finest kiln and clamp fired 
facings derive a great deal of their beauty 
in the peculiar colours and markings 
“burnt ” into their faces as a result of the 
“setting” in kiln or clamp. Such colora- 
tion and marking is often particularly notice- 
able in the brick headers. I have always 
thought it a great pity that the beauty of 
such markings should be entirely lost in 
stretcher bond. 

Frankly, I have encountered isolated cases 
where a multi-coloured facing has been 
ordered for a job, but owing to the use of 
stretcher bond, the final effect has been very 
subdued and bitter disappointment has been 
expressed by all concerned—sometimes the 
use of a plain facing would have looked 
equally well—and probably have cost less. 
Our clay producers usually rise fo the 
occasion, and with the increasing use of 
cavity walling to-day, I feel sure we shall 
not find them lacking in this respect as the 
demand for half-bricks grows. 


Variation in cavity work can, of course, be 
achieved in a number of ways. The plainness 
can be enlivened by introducing a course of 
say 2 in. bricks at every fourth or fifth 
course; and on the Continent refinement is 
sometimes introduced in the shape of quoin 
patterns. Skilful pointing can also relieve 
‘drabness, but I believe the introduction of 
half-bricks would be a far better answer to 
all these problems. 
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RIBA CRICKET CLUB 
The Annual Dinner 


HE annual dinner of the RIBA Cricket 
Club was held at the Architectural Asso- 
ciation, 34-36, Bedford-square, on November 
11. A large number of members and guests 
were present. The toast of the Club was 
proposed by Mr. A. R. F. Anderson, 
FRIBA, and replied to by Mr. P. W. Adams, 
FRIBA, the President of the Cricket Club. 
Mr. John Kemp, ARIBA, proposed the 
health of the guests and Mr. Roy Hill 
replied. The other guests included Mr. 
Martin Briggs, Mr. Eric Bird, Mr. F. R. 
Yerbury, Mr. B. J. Garrett, Mr. Cecil Davis 
and Mr. Frank Nelson. 

The annual general meeting preceded 
the dinner. The following officers were 
elected for the 1956 season: 

Club captain, C. A. R. Norton; vice- 
captain and hon. secretary, D. L. Robinson; 
treasurer, J. G. Batty; assistant secretary, G. 
Fyson; ordinary members of the committee, 
R. R. Fairbairn and R. Case. 

The meeting unanimously passed a vote 
of thanks to the retiring members, Mr. B. S. 
Smyth and Mr. D. S. Taylor, for their ser- 
vices to the Club since 1946. 


BRITISH STANDARD 


Nomenclature of Commercial Timbers 
(BS 881 and 589: 1955) 


Tuts British Standard (price 15s.) is a 
revision of BS 881, ‘“ Nomenclature of hard- 
woods ” and BS 589 “ Nomenclature of soft- 
woods,” which were issued as a single pub- 
lication in 1946. It brings the nomenclature 
into line with changes in the timber situa- 
tion that have occurred in recent years, chief 
among which is the increased number of 
unfamiliar species available on the UK 
market. 

The nomenclature covers all hardwoods 
and softwoods of economic importance in 
the UK. As a general rule only those over- 
sea timbers that have been imported in 
quantity over a number of years have been 
accepted as being of economic importance. 

An innovation is the arrangement, in 
alphabetical order, of botanical names 
instead of trade names. This arrangement 
groups allied timbers close together and has 
the additional advantage of indicating true 
relationships which may _ otherwise be 
obscured. It also takes account of the 
growing appreciation of the significance of 
botanical names and botanical classification 
in the timber trade; botanical names also 
provide a standard nomenclature for inter- 
national use. The usefulness of the standard 
as a reference list is not diminished by the 
new arrangement, as the alphabetical index 
includes all trade and vernacular names in 
general use, in addition to the botanical 
names. The guiding principle in drawing 
up this Nomenclature has been the establish- 
ment of a single standard name for each 
timber, and the restriction of that name to 
one timber only. 


Manhole Step Irons 


The British Standard for Manhole step 
irons (B.S. 1247:1955) (price 2s. 6d.), first 
published in 1945, has been reviewed in the 
light of present-day practice. It was found 
that the designs were still satisfactory, but 
that there was a demand for a plain bar 
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corner type step iron and details of this typ, 
have been added to the standard. 

Copies of these British Standards may by 
obtained from the Sales Branch, British 
Standards Institution, British Standard; 
House, 2, Park-street, London, W1. 


DISPUTE OVER TIMBER PRICE 
Importers Win Claim Against Builders 


AT Oldham County Court on November | 
- 17, Evans Bellhouse, Ltd., timber im. 
porters, Oldham-road, Manchester, claimed 
£320 8s. from R. Cunningham, Ltd., builders, 





Middleton Junction, in respect of 74 stand 
ards of Canadian timber bought by them, 

Mr. B. H. GERRARD, for the importers, said | 
the timber was brought from Vancouver jn 
British Columbia in February, 1954. | 
arrived on September 1 at Manchester § 
Docks. Evans Bellhouse claimed that the § 
timber was contracted for by the builders 
in July, before the timber arrived in this 
country. 

The head of the building firm, Mr. Robert | 
CUNNINGHAM, told the court that he ordered 
74 standards from an Evans Bellhouse sales 
representative in September when the wood | 
had arrived in this country for £60 a stand: [ 
ard. When the invoice for the wood arrived 
he found that he had been charged £80: 
standard, 

He immediately stopped any further de- 
livery of the wood until what he considered 
a mistake had been rectified, 

Describing the case as “a most unfortun- | 
ate piece of litigation between two reputable | 
firms,” JUDGE RALEIGH BATT gave judgment | 
for the importers for £266 6s. 8d. ; 
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STEEL ORDERED IN ADVANCE} 

OF TENDERING 

Minister's Agreement to Hampsteai 
BC’s Request 

THE Minister of Housing and Local 
Government has agreed to a request by 
Hampstead Borough Council that the) 
should place an order immediately for sup- 
plies of British steel, estimated to cos 
£31,500, for the second part of the council’ 
£750,000 Harben-road housing — scheme 
although this part of the scheme has no! 
yet been put out to tender. 

The request to the Ministry follows tht 
difficulties experienced by the Hampstead | 
Council in obtaining steel for the first par! 
of the Harben-road scheme. In this cas | 
the council, to avoid further delays, wet 
obliged to purchase foreign steel, at com) 
siderable extra cost. : 

A spokesman of the Hampstead Boroug § 
Council’s Architect's department told ¢7 
representative of The Builder that they wet | 
particularly anxious to avoid a similar delay | 
with regard to the second part of the § 
scheme; they had “got bitten” once ove) 
steel shortages and did not intend to & 4 
caught again. The second part of ie] 
scheme in question would consist of shops | 
with two-storey maisonettes over on a fro | 
age of some 300 yards. It was expected t 
that some multiple stores would be among) 
the occupiers of the new shops. ; 


LIP Sa INSTT TERMI 


el a EC ik ala 


COMPANY RESULT t 


TURRIFF CONSTRUCTION CORPORATION, Ltp.—Div- & 
dend declared of 2} per cent. less tax at 8s. 6d. E a 
the £ for the half-year to December 31 next on = j 
5} per cent. cumulative preference stock, payable 0? § 
that date. 
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VERTICAL SLIDING DOORS 


SET of exceptionally large electrically 

operated “vertical-lift” doors have 
been installed by John Booth and Sons (Bol- 
ton), Ltd., in an assembly shop for the Blyth 
Dry Dock and Shipbuilding Co., Ltd., Blyth. 
They consist of two leaves, each 80 ft. long 
by 18 ft. deep, and, when open, are designed 
to allow overhead gantry cranes to pass 
through. The lower leaf moves at 36 ft. 
per min. and the upper at 18 ft. per min., 
so that the relative correct positions are 
maintained. Each leaf weighs 13 tons and is 
balanced by two 64-ton counter-weights on 
rubber-tyred wheels, running in guides set 
inside steel towers at each side of the open- 
ing. In the open position the leaves are 
accommodated above the opening, each leaf 
consisting of a steel framework 4 ft. thick 
to resist wind pressure, covered by alu- 
minium sheets. The lifting gear is operated 
by 10-hp high torque electric motors, and 
control is by push-buttons. The doors can 
be opened or closed within 60 seconds. 


SUPERSONIC FLAW DETECTOR 


A method of carrying out tests for thick- 
ness reduction plant, piping or ducts due to 
corrosion or erosion, without needing to have 
the plant shut down and cleaned, has been 
made possible by a miniature supersonic flaw 
detector marketed by Kelvin and Hughes, 
Ltd, New North-road, Barkingside, Essex. 
With its use it is possible accurately to 
measure the thickness of any material capable 
of transmitting supersonic oscillations, and 
an important feature is that access is neces- 
sary to one side of the material only. Probes 
are applied to the material, and a range and 
frequency chosen to give a clear signal on a 
screen. A gauge is then plugged into the 
flaw detector, and after certain adjustments 
the thickness is read direct from the gauge. 
This measurement technique is at present in 
use by the Crittall Manufacturing Co. at their 
metal window factories, 


THE BUILDER 


HYDRAULIC LOADER 


Technical literature is now available from 
E. Boydell and Co., Ltd., Old Trafford, Man- 
chester, 16, on their recently-introduced 
Muir-Hill 2-WL hydraulic loader. This is 
fitted with a standard 1 cu. yd 25 cwt. gene- 
ral-purpose bucket, although a full range of 
five buckets, from a } cu. yd. quarry bucket 
up to a 2} cu. yd. coke bucket, is available. 
Accuracy in bucket action and full power 
load results from a_ specially-designed 
hydraulic system. The unit is designed to 
combine large margins of strength and 
stability with a high upward and forward 
reach. 


PLASTIC WEATHERSTRIP 


The plastic foam draught-proofing strip 
marketed by Sealdraught, Ltd., Chandos 
House, Buckingham-gate, SWI (and known 
as “‘ Stick-a-seal ”), is now packed in a trans- 
parent plastic envelope ready to hand over 
to customers, together with full fitting 
instructions. This product is self-adhesive 
and is merely pressed into position around 
doors and windows. 


ELECTRIC HOISTS 


A new range of electric hoists is being 
supplied by Taylor Stoker Co., Ltd., 
189-191, Drummond-street, Euston, NW1. 
The standard Munck 221 hoist is believed 
to be among the lowest priced on the market, 
and covers a range of from 5 cwt. to 2 tons 
lifting capacity. Other sizes cover a com- 
plete range from 24 cwt. to 10 tons. Where 
the lifting of loads up great heights is 
required, there are several sizes of Munck 
hoists providing a considerable height of lift 
as standard. If necessary, two hoists can 
be coupled together to obtain a greater 
height of lift. It is then possible to have 
two lifting speeds by operating one motor 
independently, or both together. Hoisting 
speeds up to 115 ft. min. can be provided 
dependent upon the size of hoist. 





Much of the damage to 
road forms occurs 
during striking, and to 
eliminate this source of 
trouble and make the 
operation of striking 
speedier and _ simple, 
Mabey and Johnson, 
Ltd., 54 Victoria-street, 
SW1, have introduced 
standard road forms 
with patent “Stripease” 
fittings. When the 
wedge is fixed, a slow 
taper holds the stake in 
4 vice-like grip. For * 
releasing, a swan neck 
allows \-in. clearance 
for easy striking, even 
when the stakes have 
become bent or burr- 
headed. All the forms 
are 10 ft. long, with 
1-in. diameter stakes. 
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The ‘* GasMiser”’ continuous convector gas 
fire produced by Cannon (GA), Ltd., 4, Park- 
lane, W1, incorporates a “* Multyjet”’ con- 
vector system in which the inner main hot 
air jets are entirely enclosed and insulated by 
secondary outer jets. This eliminates any heat 
loss caused by cold air passing through the 
flue and up the chimney, and is claimed to 
allow the use of gas for continuous room 
heating at a cost lower than that of coal. 
Adjustment can produce a burning rate ranging 
from high heat output for short period 
burning to a ‘“‘ Miser Rate” to maintain the 
living-room at a comfortable temperature. 


TRADE NEWS 


EXHIBITION NEWS 


Owing to the widespread interest being 
shown in the “Aluminium in Building” 
Exhibition at the Building Centre, 26, Store- 
street, WC1, it is to remain open until 
December 31. 


A small informal exhibition of items of 
particular interest from their stand at the 
Building Exhibition has been organised by 
Kwikform, Ltd., at their London office, 
66, Victoria-street, SW1. 


NEW ADDRESSES 


A new branch office at 459, High-street, 
Cheltenham (Tel.: Cheltenham 2812), is to 
be opened by Bill Switchgear, Ltd., early 
this month. The area manager will be Mr. 
C. Gearing. 


The London offices of Plaster Products 
(Greenhithe), Ltd., as from Monday next 
(December 5) will be at Bath House, 82, 
Piccadilly, W1 (Tel.: Grosvenor 1171). 


NEW COMPANIES 


A new company has been registered by 
Acrow (Engineers), Ltd. to be called 
““ Acrow Engineers (Exports) Ltd.,” and to 
take over the export side of their business. 
Mr. Harry C. Stebbens, previously in charge 
of the company’s export division, and his 
deputy, Mr. F. C. Dubois, are on the board 
of the new company. 


The firms of Dunlop, Goodyear, Firestone 
and Michelin are subscribing to a new 
undertaking, with an eventual capital of 
possibly £9m., to make general-purpose 
synthetic rubber. They expect to have by 
1958 an output of 50,000 tons a year. 
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BIRMINGHAM OVERSPILL 


Help for Industrialists in Reception 
Areas 


NOUNTY councils receiving Birmingham 
overspill industry and population have 
agreed to help industrialists who do not 
have enough money to set up their own 
factories, says a report to Worcestershire 
County Council by its planning committee. 
This aid can be given in two ways: by the 
authority erecting factories to let or by 
getting powers to grant loans to the indus- 
trialists. The committee will recommend 
helping district councils receiving overspill. 
Where a heavy burden would fall on the 
district council, the county council will 
give financial help, or in other cases, pur- 
chase land for accommodating overspill. 

The report discloses a suggestion for both 
Redditch and Droitwich to build 1,000 
houses to accommodate overspill, between 
1957 and 1962. To deal with premises and 
land vacated by overspill industries in 
Birmingham, the report suggests that special 
legislation may have to be created. This 
will be to ensure that the industry does 
not suffer from competitors from the move, 
and to restrict industrial development in 
the city. 

It is considered that the planning aim 
in Birmingham should be to keep the 
amount of industry in a reasonable pro- 
portion to the number of people the city 
can house. It is recognised, however, that 
some new industries and new processes may 
have to be permitted, and some existing 
industries will necessarily have to expand. 

To keep the whole problem of overspill 
under constant review, a consultative com- 
mittee of the four planning officers of 
Birmingham, Warwickshire, Worcestershire 
and Staffordshire is to be set up. The 
committee will also be used for providing 
information on industrial development. 


HOUSING AT BIRMINGHAM 
Increasing Emphasis on Flats 


First to be built by Birmingham Corpor- 
ation with reinforced concrete frame con- 
struction instead of steel girders, the multi- 
storey block of flats under construction at 
Salford Park is expected to be ready~ by 
next May. There are four 12-storey blocks 
and three subsidiary blocks of four-storey 
flats. 

Shortage of land is increasingly compell- 
ing the Birmingham Corporation to build 
flats instead of houses. The total number 
of dwellings handed over to the housing 
management department in 1952 included 
only 44 per cent. flats, whereas two years 
later the number had risen to 60 per cent. 
and in the coming year it will be 80 per cent. 
In 1952 only 916 of the Corporation’s 58,353 
municipal dwellings were flats; today there 
are 8,979 flats out of a total of some 70,000 
dwellings. 

ALDERMAN A. F. BRADBEER, chairman of 
the house building committee, recently stated 
that in 1961 there would be only sufficient 
land for building 68 houses. At present the 
committee has 4,135 houses under contract 
as against 4,172 at the same time last year. 
Since April 1, 1945, the Corporation has 
provided 29,636 dwellings of which 14,528 
are traditional and 8,889 in the new tradi- 
tion. 
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CHIMNEY DESIGN 


Dispersal of Industrial Smoke 


N a lecture on “ Chimneys and the Dis- 

persal of Smoke,” given to the Institute 

of Fuel on November 9, Messrs J. E. 

HAWKINS, BA, and G. NONHEBEL, BA, BSc, 

made the following suggestions in regard to 
the design of new plant: 

(1) Down-draughts of flue gases from 
chimneys should be avoided by choice of 
height of chimney. As a general rule, chim- 
neys should be at least 24 times the height 
of adjacent buildings, but in a factory or 
built-up area with many high buildings, or in 
a valley, or where the ground is uneven, it is 
highly desirable to check by means of wind- 
tunnel tests that the chimney has sufficient 
height. 

(2) The velocity of discharge of flue gases 
from the chimney mouth and the shape of 
the chimney mouth must be such that flue 
gases are not carried downwards by the 
eddies made by the passage of wind past the 
chimney and into the area of down-draughts 
caused by the surrounding buildings. 

(3) Formulae have been deduced from 
theoretical considerations which enable the 
effect on ground-level concentration of the 
relevant design factors to be compared. With 
these formulae it is possible to calculate the 
maximum ground-level concentration of con- 
stituents of the flue gas with enough precision 
to enable the designer to decide whether the 
chimney height and the gas temperature are 
high enough to disperse the gases adequately. 
In many cases the value of the maximum 
concentration is not an adequate measure of 
the effects at ground level of gaseous dis- 
charges and, in built-up areas especially, 
some estimate is necessary of the area over 
which perceptible concentrations may occur. 
Ground-level concentrations so calculated 
are confirmed by a few observations to with- 
in a factor of about 2, but further observa- 
tions need to be taken. It will readily be 
understood that the physiological and corro- 
sive effects of very dilute concentrations of 
gases and dusts are equally uncertain. Never- 
theless, if, for example, it is decided that the 
ground-level concentration of sulphur 
dioxide from a large fuel-burning installation 
should not exceed 0.1 p.p.m. because concen- 
trations above this are harmful to certain 
grasses, it is desirable to show by calcula- 
tion that the installation will not produce 
these conditions. 

(4) It is similarly possible to calculate rates 
of dust deposition from a chimney, given a 
knowledge of the size grading of the dust in 
the discharge, and to relate this with known 
rates of deposition in the district. 

(5) Theory and observation show that the 
use of one instead of several chimneys for 
discharge of hot flue gases from a battery of 
furnaces increases the effective height of 
emission and so decreases the ground-level 
concentration. Conversely, when plant ex- 
tensions are made, the use of one new chim- 
ney to carry all the gases from both old and 
new plant may enable a fourfold increase in 
the discharge to be made while the ground- 
level concentration goes up by only 50 per 
cent. The rate of deposition of. fine dust 
from some old power stations with short 
chimneys on each boiler has in fact been 
greaily reduced by discharging the flue gases 
from the whole plant through one or two 
high chimneys. 
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THE PRICE OF HOUSING 


Grantham Builders’ Dinner 


HE annual dinner of the Grantham Aggo- 

ciation of Building Trades Employers 

was held in the George Hotel, Grantham. 

on November 22, with Mr. W. Durance. 
president, in the chair. 

Mr. W. DuRANCE, president, in proposing 
the toast of ‘‘The Borough of Grantham,’ 
referred to the discussions with regard to 
Grantham taking over-spill from the London F 
area, and stated that if the Council made 
arrangements to deal with this question, the 
building industry would be ready to give jts 
fullest assistance. 

Ap. L. Aupus, the Mayor, referred to 
the fact that prices had recently risen and 
that over the past twelve months they were 
understood to have risen by over 10 per cent. 
He appreciated that included in that increase 
were two wages increases to operatives as 
well as an increase in the price of coal, 
However, he was not satisfied that the build. 
ing industry was endeavouring to overcome 
increased costs by obtaining increased pro- 
duction and thought that eventually the in- 
dustry would price itself out of the market 

The toast to “The Building Industry” 
was proposed by the EAR OF ANCASTER, 
who stated that in his opinion the building 
industry would need to be watchful that it 
never lowered its standards, particularly with 
regard to private enterprise house building. 


FORMS OF CONTRACT 
Mr. Mallam on Fixed Price Tendering 


At a luncheon given on November 22 by 

the Jointless Flooring (Oxychloride) 
Association, Mr. D. C. MALLaAM, Director 
of the Federation of Associations of Special- 
ists and Sub-Contractors, gave a brief out 
line of the work which the Federation was 
doing on behalf of its 28 constituent asso- 
ciations, which included a recent agreement 
with the NFBTE as to standard forms of 
direct contracts and sub-contracts and re 
lationships with government departments [ 
through the Advisory Committee of Special- 
ist Sub-Contractors, 

The standard RIBA form of contract was 
due to be revised next year, Mr. Mallam 
said, and the Federation was making recom- 
mendations based upon suggestions received 
from members. The main effort must be 
directed towards ensuring that _ local 
authorities, government departments and 
main contractors gave the sub-contractor a 
fair deal. 

There was a certain amount of back-bench § 
pressure on the Ministry of Works to insist 
upon firm price tendering, but the expert 
ment on these lines which had been made i 
by the Department of Health for Scotland 
showed that this was impracticable so long 
as costs of fuel, transport and wages welt 
not stable. — 

In answer to a question, Mr. Mallam said F 
that one of the chief bones of contention al F 
present was the extreme length of time taken 
by the main contractors jn settling accounts. fF 
The work of a particular sub-contractor 
might be finished two years before the mali 
contract was completed, but the principil 9) 
contractor was still subject to retention © 
money. It was, however, now hoped thal 
an arrangement could be made whereby sub: 
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the completion of their work. 
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Building Maintenance 
AN ANALYTICAL DISCUSSION 


A DISCUSSION on Building Main- 
~™ tenance, arranged by the Technical 
Information Service of the Ministry of 
Works and the LCC Brixton School of 
Building, was held at the Building 
Exhibition, Olympia, on November 22, 
with Sir Thomas P. Bennett, KBE, 
FRIBA, in the chair. 

The chairman said that the discussion 
had been arranged to endeavour to learn 
something about one of the most vexed 
problems of building, that of building 
maintenance. Four members of the in- 
dustry who were very prominent in the 
world of maintenance would open the dis- 
cussion by short talks on different aspects 
of the subject. Mr. Barr would draw 
attention to the close link between the 
design of buildings and the use of modern 
materials and their effect on maintenance. 
Mr. Edmonds, who would follow, had a 
wide experience of the practical work 
of maintaining LCC buildings. Mr. 
Yeomans, who was a builder with many 
years of experience of maintenance work 
on different classes of buildings, would 
then talk about the subject as seen by the 
builder who has to carry out the work, 
and perhaps he would touch on the very 
difficult problem of the builder who was 
handling small quantities of labour and 
ordering small quantities of materials, and 
who had to do complicated work which 
was supposed to cost next to nothing but 
which seemed to cost the earth. There 
was also the very difficult problem of the 
workmen with their tea-breaks, time- 
keeping, and so on, which was nowhere 
more difficult than in the field of main- 
tenance. Finally, Mr. Jackson, Director 
of Maintenance Services of the Ministry 
of Works, would say something about the 
task of keeping records and of methods 
of remedying defects. 


Mr. A. W. C. Barr, ARIBA (Senior 
Architect in Charge of Development and 
Research, LCC): 





My contribution is limited to the 
relationship between design and main- 
tenance. Taking global averages, and 
bearing in mind that the LCC has some 
170,000 dwellings under maintenance, 
ranging from cottages to multi-storey 
blocks, and from brand new buildings to 
tenements over 60 years old, the main 
items of expenditure are (i) painting and 
decorating, (ii) plumbing, and (iii) car- 
pentry and joinery. 


COST OF PAINTING 


External and internal painting and 
decorating annually is about equal in cost 
to all the other types of maintenance put 
together. From the point of view of 
design, it is obvious that anything which 
can be done to reduce the volume of 
repainting should make a big contribu- 
tion to reduction in maintenance and 
consequent economy; conversely, no 
system of construction is suitable for 
housing if it relies entirely on paint for 
its external finish. Some time ago I was 
attracted to a system of building multi- 
Storey flats much more quickly than usual 


with large crane-handled precast con- 
crete units. The whole economy of the 
production of these units depended, how- 
ever, on having a painted and not an 
exposed aggregate, and we did not pro- 
ceed with it, mainly on this ground. 

On the other hand, in our smoke- 
begrimed atmosphere painting serves the 
function not only of routine maintenance 
but also of rejuvenation. You may have 
noticed the crisp white paint which we 
have given to the front doors on some of 
the older blocks of LCC flats. The 
repainting of lamp-posts in Westminster 
in blue, silver and black for the 1951 
Exhibition is another example of 
rejuvenation by painting, creating an 
atmosphere of gaiety and cheerfulness. 
Within very tight limits the use of paint 
can produce a dramatic and exciting 
architectural effect out of all proportion 
to its cost, and for this purpose a small 
area of strong colour in paint is often 
justified. The entire architectural effect 
of a housing scheme, however, must not 
depend on this alone, because in days of 
slump it is likely to be the first thing not 
to be maintained. 


PLUMBING TROUBLES 


Plumbing includes those trades in 
which the bulk of maintenance is caused 
either by bad design or by bad workman- 
ship. A great deal of trouble is caused 
during the first few years of the life of 
a building in ball-cocks, taps and stop- 
cocks by grit which has got into the 
systena during building operations. Some 
of it is inevitable, but much is due to bad 
supervision on the site, The new design 
of ball-valve by the BRS, of which we 
have some 75 in experimental use, may 
be a boon in this respect. Even more 
trouble is caused by failure on the part 
of architects to protect pipework and fit- 
tings against frost, keeping them away 
from external walls. The subject of insu- 
lation has been so well covered by official 
publications that there is no excuse for 
continuing our traditional bad plumbing 
habits. 

External plumbing should not give 
trouble until the building is of some age, 
but parapet gutters and other things are 
often a source of roof leakage. The 
trouble may start from faulty carpenter’s 
work underneath. Carpentry and joinery 
cover repairs to doors, wooden windows, 
floors, and so on, and special reference 
must be made to dry rot. Reference to 
dry rot and pitch roofs shows up one of 
the main difficulties in reconciling main- 
tenance with design, which is the rapid 
rate of change in design and the time-lag 
in discovering the associated maintenance 
problems. No sooner have our main- 
tenance engineers pointed out the snags 
of pitch roofs than we find that flat roofs 
are being built, and by the time we catch 
up with the maintenance difficulties of 
these we shall be building frame construc- 
tions with curtain walls. 

Designers can no longer rely on a set 
of constructional details intended for 
traditional building. Architects en 
the 
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behaviour of structures, if with all the 
new materials and techniques now flood- 
ing the market they are to discriminate 
sensibly and take maintenance properly 
into account. Two illustrations of this 
point are provided by accessibility and 
insulation. With regard to the first, archi- 
tects are probably prone by nature to 
underestimate the space required by a 
plumber to wield a wrench or spanner in 
a pipe duct. There is also the accessibi- 
lity required for cleaning and reglazing 
windows in multi-storey blocks of flats. 
To enable this to be done from the inside 
we in the LCC are using pivoted lights 
where access cannot be provided from 
balconies. High buildings have special 
maintenance problems, and the cost of 
cradling can range from £5 to £15 for a 
simple window repair. In future high 
blocks, therefore, we shall try to design 
so that all external painting and main- 
tenance can be carried out from balconies 
or from the inside by providing piveted 
windows. This will have a big effect on 
design. 

Insulation I have already considered in 
connection with plumbing. It has a great 
bearing on condensation, a problem 
which is growing to large proportions in 
modern housing, aggravated by the cut- 
ting down of ventilation rates, the omis- 
sion of flues and the lightness of many 
structures. Better insulation than has 
traditionally been provided is essential in 
modern buildings to avoid condensation 
and frost damage as well as to stop heat 
loss. It is easy to provide it at the design 
stage, but most expensive to add it after- 
wards. 

In my comments on design my own 
ears are as red as those of many other 
architects not directly responsible for 
maintenance. I am convinced that archi- 
tects and maintenance surveyors should 
see a great deal more of each other. 


Mr. A. H. Edmonds, ARIBA (Senior 
Architect, Maintenance and Improve- 
ments Division, LCC): 





My own experience is confined to col- 
leges, schools, children’s homes, health 
and welfare centres, supply depots, magis- 
trates’ courts, the County Hall, the Royal 
Festival Hall and buildings of that type. 
I would group the numerous sources of 
maintenance problems under three head- 
ings: (i) periodical maintenance or ser- 
vicing of buildings; (ii) design, specifica- 
tion and supervision of the construction 
of new buildings; (iii) damage and 
neglect. 


PERIODIC MAINTENANCE 


Dealing with (i) the value of periodic 
maintenance cannot be over-emphasised. 
If we look around us it is easy to pick out 
those buildings which do not receive suf- 
ficient attention. The main factor may 
be the funds available to the building 
owner, but I wonder whether some build- 
ing owners realise the value of regular 
inspection and servicing, which in the 
end lead to economy. Most of us are 
familiar with the servicing charts for 
motor vehicles and the part which these 
play in prolonging the life of the vehicle. 
The same is true of buildings. If every 
building owner had regular inspection 
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carried out by competent people, and if 
all concerned, right down to the work- 
men, made sure that adequate attention 
was given when the need arose, major re- 
pairs at a later date could be avoided. 
We often find that if proper attention 
had been given at the beginning to a leak 
round a chimney stack, instead of just 
applying some compound, the decay of 
the timbers below might have been 
avoided. When dealing with dry rot, we 
often find evidence that someone 
has been there before and has not 
carried out. sufficient renewals, or has 
neglected to deal with the causes, With 
external iron and steel, we find that joints 
on external staircases have been painted 
over, when dismantling should have taken 
place, and erosion and corrosion have 
started, when earlier attention would have 
enabled the complete renewal of members 
to be avoided. 


INADEQUATE SUPERVISION 


With regard to the design, specification 
and supervision of the construction of 
new buildings, we have often found that 
the source of our problem is inadequate 
supervision and attention to detail or 
inability of the designer to appreciate and 
forestall the problems likely to develop 
after the building has been occupied. 
There are many precautions which can be 
taken, such as giving attention to pattern 
stain to save the expense of frequent 
redecoration, taking precautions against 
the penetration of damp, avoiding shrink- 
age cracks and excessive wetting of 
materials by the suitable storage of com- 
ponents, choosing suitable materials, 
avoiding the restriction of long lengths 
of material subject to thermal effects, 
such as providing sufficient clearance at 
the end of RSJ, giving careful considera- 
tion to the effects of weathering, frost 
action and atmospheric pollution when 
selecting materials, providing adequate 
access to services and parts of buildings 
likely to require frequent attention, and 
so on. Many of us will have had 
experience of a job at a high level which 
costs only a few pounds to do, but where 
we have to spend £60 to get at it. It is 
important to ensure that all possible 
information is obtained on new materials 
and techniques before using them. Do 
not hesitate to seek information from 
those who have used them or who have 
had the problems of maintaining them. 
Estimates of expected maintenance costs 
should always be prepared and con- 
sidered at the same time as estimates for 
a proposed scheme. 


DAMAGE AND NEGLECT 


Coming now to damage and neglect, 
we have such things as damage by storm, 
fire and vandalism, and the growing 
problem of wood-boring insects, and also 
the damage caused by roots of trees or 
climbing plants attached to a building, 
which could be avoided if the owners 
obtained expert advice before planting. 
A form of damage which is most irritat- 
ing to those responsible for the design 
and maintenance of buildings is damage 
by the user arising from the use of unsuit- 
able cleaning materials and the _in- 
adequate servicing of working parts. The 
use of caustic to clean paintwork 
and of metal-polish for bronze alloys are 
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examples of this, and there is also the 
excessive use of water, and neglect to 
maintain adequate heating or ventilation. 


I should like to emphasise the value 
of periodic inspection. Defects should 
be promptly and properly dealt with. 
Designers should be alive to the problem 
of maintenance, and experience of build- 
ing maintenance should be part of their 
training. On the occupation of a build- 
ing, the user should be given full advice 
on suitable methods and materials to use 
for cleaning. If all concerned with build- 
ings and building maintenance would act 
on those simple principles it would mean 
not only a financial saving but also a 
considerable saving of skilled labour 
which could be used to better advantage 
in the building industry to-day. 


Mr. A. W. Yeomans, MIOB (a Build- 
ing Contractor): 





Although I have been dealing with 
maintenance on a_ large scale for 
very many years, I still find that 
there is a fascination in maintenance, 
because of the constant variation in the 
problems and difficulties which are ex- 
perienced from day to day. I look on 
the maintenance builder as the general 
practitioner who is called in to diagnose 
as well as to try to cure the troubles 
which have assailed a building. The flaw 
in this analogy is that whilst a medical 
practitioner must prove his competence 
before he is allowed to practise, any in- 
dividual who so desires can set up as a 
builder, and few building owners seem 
to care much about his competence so 
long as his price is low enough. We 
hope that the new Board of Building 
Education will eventually lead to a large 
increase in the number of master builders 
who have qualified by membership of 
the Institute of Builders before becom- 
ing employers of building labour. Some 
of us hope that the time is not far dis- 
tant when building owners will prefer to 
employ firms whose executive staffs have 
the proved competence indicated by such 
membership. 


MAINTENANCE BUILDER 


The maintenance builder has to meet 
many criticisms at the moment on the 
ground of the cost of small work. A 
washer costs a penny, and people are sur- 
prised that he sends in an account for 15s, 
—and then he loses 7s. 6d. on the job. 
There is complaint of apparent lack of 
organisation and supervision, the use of 
unsuitable workmen and, on some occa- 
sions, the seeming indifference of those 
workmen to the inconvenience caused in 
occupied premises. I hold no brief for 
the incompetent builder, but the main- 
tenance builder has for some years been 
struggling to cope with a huge accumula- 
tion of work due to war damage, repairs 
deferred under the licensing regulations, 
and a vast number of repairs due to sheer 
neglect. In spite of over-full employment, 
the collective output of the maintenance 
builders of this country is an achieve- 
ment of which they can be proud. 

During the war, large numbers of the 
men that we had so carefully gathered 
together were absorbed by other indus- 
tries, and the men who ought to have 
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followed them were in the Forces. It may 
be necessary in some areas to wait for 
the lads who are now going through their 
apprenticeship before we can say that we 
are satisfied with the craftsmen who are 
coming in to do our work. We are likely 
to be desperately short of men of the 
right type for some time to come. 


This raises the question of whether 
there is a large proportion of avoidable 
maintenance work being executed con- 
stantly, year in and year out, work in- 
curred because of insufficient pre-natal 
care in detailing in the architect’s office 
or due to errors and omissions during 
execution, or misuse or sheer neglect on 
the part of the occupier. Examples are 
concrete roofs and floors with insufficient 
provision for expansion joints, grano- 
lithic floors laid on screeding fouled by 
plasterer’s droppings, wood floors becom- 
ing loose because of insufficient fixing to 
concrete, lack of proper weathering and 
dampcourses to parapet walls, damage by 
rusting to ironwork of all kinds left about 
in the open before fixing or painting, 
failure in painting woodwork due to the 
use of unsuitable primers, trouble with 
plaster surfaces because people are im- 
patient and will not wait for drying out. 
and so on. The sanitary fittings in some 
luxury flats have pipes which are beaut- 
fully concealed and difficult to get at, and 
which may even have controls in ad- 
jacent flats. There is also the steep man- 
sard roof of the six-storey block of flats, 
where a scaffold has to be hung each time 
a tile has to be replaced. 


WASTED LABOUR? 


We know from official figures that a 
total labour force of 322,000 men is being 
used on work other than new construc- 
tion or housing. How much ofthis 
labour is wasted on “ unavoidables ”? Is 
it the odd 22,000, or is it 100,000? We 
do not know, but a very large leakage is 
taking place which should be stopped, 
even if we have to deal with it as a very 
long-term problem of re-education. } 


It should not be beyond us as an in- 
dustry to set up some body, probably 
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under the Board of Building Education, 
to initiate a scheme which would make 
all those concerned maintenance-cost- 
conscious, so that the “ avoidables” 
would be reduced, and the labour and 
materials which are now being wasted 
would be rechannelled into productive 
work. 





t 


Mr. W. T. Jackson, MBE, ARIBA 
(Director of Maintenance Services, Minis ; 
try of Works): : 





The property owner is very much con 
cerned with the preservation of his cap 
tal assets, but he wants to preserve them 
at an economic cost. The prime function 
of all of us who are responsible for malt 
tenance is to be able to satisfy the/ownels 4 
not only that the costs are reasonable 
but in fact that the expenditure is a soul 
investment. Maintenance is as much al 
economic problem as a technical one. 

Let me tell you what we ia th © 
Ministry, of Works call maintenance: (a) 
all operational services, such as stoking 
boilers, driving lifts and so on; () al 
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minor maintenance, in jobs up to £50; (c) 
all redecoration; and (d) any structural 
repairs or replacements of engineering 
services. 

It is easy merely to record the costs 
under such broad sub-headings, but that 
merely states facts and does not give the 
assurance that those costs are not ex- 
cessive. It is not sufficient to record the 
costs and rely on good supervision, be- 
cause there is a good deal of mainten- 
ance work which cannot be supervised. 
In the Ministry of Works up to 60 per 
cent. of our expenditure goes on opera- 
tional services or miner maintenance, and 
in the latter category the average job 
costs £5 gross. There are hundreds of 
them, and they can rarely be seen before 
they are done or supervised during the 
job or after it is finished. If we are to 
control them and to assure ourselves that 
the cost is economic we must provide 
some alternative supervision. 


COST RECORDING 


I suggest, therefore, that maintenance 
costing must do more than just record 
the cost. First, it must be the main in- 
strument for control, particularly of the 
small jobs. In maintenance, if we look 
after the pence, the little jobs, the pounds 
will look after themselves to some extent. 
Second, the costing must provide a 
quickly available record of what has been 
done for the money. Third, there must 
be a quick and easy means of the analysis 
of costs and the units of work and mate- 
rial. Fourth, there must be a basis for 
studying the economics of cost in relation 
to the value, life and future use of the 
structure. The record of costs must make 
it possible to advise architects and owners 
on the economic figure which can be 
used in the maintenance of a building in 
relation to life, use and structure, so that 
we can be sure that we are not propping 
up a ruin at enormous cost or scrapping 
a building when it would pay to spend 
more On maintenance and save it. 


In preparing these costs, the costing 
must be done by follcwing the essential 
processes of accountancy. Maintenance 
costs are closely integrated with account- 
ing procedures. We must know that the 
entire expenditure is fully accounted for 
and brought to charge. My department 
will be very happy to give more detailed 
information about our researches over 
the last four years to anyone who is 
Particularly interested in this problem. 1 
cannot go into it all here, but, briefly, 
the basis of our costing system is that 
every job, however small, is the subject 
of a works order and, by using an 
original accounting device which we have 
worked out, we are able to record the 
full labour costs of every one of those 
jobs, including all the local overheads. 
We do not believe in adding an over-all 
Percentage for overheads, but make each 


individual depot carry its own overheads. 


We record the costs of every job, how- 
ever small, not only on completion but 
every morning until it is finished. Every 
foreman in our erganisation can see the 
full labour cost, including overheads and 
on-costs, for every little job, even putting 
on a washer, as soon as the job is finished 
or each morning if the job is not com- 
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plete. That is the basis of our organisa- 
tion. It provides the control which is 
needed, and there is no need to emphasise 
the value of that. The foreman can at 
once do something about it if the cost is 
shown to be too high. He knows the 
exact man-hours, whether it was done in 
Overtime hours, and so on. All that is 
done without using any paper at all. 


ACCOUNTING SYSTEMS 


The costs are posted to buildings, and 
the accounting record cards and a priced 
copy of the order are filed in the local 
depot, giving a record of the work done 
and the means for analysis. The district 
officers have the costs reported to them 
on the various buildings quarterly and 
annually, on a cost card which gives the 
cost under seven sub-headings. They are 
thus able to watch the costs on indi- 
vidual buildings, and, if they do not like 
the look of things, they can go to the 
depot concerned and call for the building 
file, which will include a copy of every 
order which has made up the cost, and 
each order is priced. They can see 
whether or not what has been done has 
been reasonable. We also analyse 
periodically many of these building files 
to ascertain the cost and the behaviour, 
from the cost point of view, of materials, 
sections of buildings, heating, plumbing, 
lift-driving and so on. The annual cost 
cards are worked out for the unit cost 
in cube or superficial area. 


That gives us the information neces- 
sary for economic control, because when 
we have that information, which is all 
built up automatically from the indivi- 
dual job information, we have sufficiently 
accurate statistical information to draw 
satisfactory conclusions and advise the 
owner on the economic level of mainten- 
ance expenditure. 


I have not touched particularly on the 
larger jobs, which are much more easily 
controlled. They are all left to lump sum 
tender. The only difficulty there is in pro- 
gramming and progressing, getting an 
even spread throughout the year and 
ensuring, by proper accountancy means, 
that we spend the money which we have 
available and no more. Here I would 
mention the importance of budgetary 
control. It is common sense to lay out in 
advance how much money you are pre- 
pared to spend on a particular function. 
In relation to maintenance this is very 
important, because the building owner 
wants to know in advance exactly what 
he is going to spend, and without good 
cost records it is impossible to tell him 
accurately. Without a good budget one 
may run short of money and have to put 
off maintenance which ought to be car- 
ried out, or else leave money in the 
“kitty” which could have been spent 
on something more useful. In the Minis- 
try of Works we have a maintenance 
budget of some £14m., and we bring that 
out to around | per cent. 


ADEQUATE STAFF 


I would emphasise the importance of 
employing an adequate staff for mainten- 
ance. Maintenance is not a job for the 
less efficient; it is an extremely exacting 
science, and the people responsible for it 
have demands made on them which are 
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quite outside the sphere of the ordinary 
professional man. The maintenance officer 
needs to be a first-class business man, an 
accountant, a statistician, a lawyer, an 
industrial labour manager and, at the top 
level, a very competent economist and an 
organisational and accounting expert. 
You do not get that calibre of man by 
sending odd-job men to do the work. To 
building owners I would say that when 
they put up a house or buy a house they 
should remember that during the full life 
of that building they are going to spend 
as much again as they spent to build or 
buy it; they will spend as much again 
in operational services and maintenance, 
and it is only commonsense to lay out 
as much on a competent staff to maintain 
that building as on a competent staff to 
build it. 


a*s The ensuing discussion will be printed in a subse- 
quent issue.—ED. 


COMPULSORY PURCHASE 
DECISION 


St. Pancras Application Supported by 
Minister 


AN unusual point was raised in the course 

of a public loca] inquiry convened by 
the Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment for the purpose of hearing objections 
to the Metropolitan Borough of St. Pancras 
Regent’s Park (No. 2) Compulsory Purchase 
Order, 1954, Housing Order, made by the 
St. Pancras Borough Council. 

The Order included 77 to 83 (odd), Stan- 
hope-street, 39b, William-road, and 
St. Bede’s Mission Hall, St. Pancras, the 
whole area comprised by these properties 
adjoining a larger area which the Council 
had acquired for redevelopment from the 
Crown. 

In evidence on behalf of the Council it 
was stated that it was not intended to 
redevelop any part of the site to be acquired, 
but that its acquisition was necessary for the 
proper daylighting of some 11-storey flats 
to be built in William-road in a larger area. 

On behalf of Mr. J. T. Walsh, an objector, 
it was submitted that the Order was ultra 
vires the provisions of Part V, Housing Act, 
1936. In his view the daylighting of build- 
ings was a matter of planning control and 
the appropriate authority should have made 
an Order under Section 38, Town and 
Country Planning Act, 1947. There was 
no intention to redevelop Mr. Walsh’s 
property or any other of the properties 
included in the Order for the main purpose 
of, or purposes incidental to, Part V of the 
Act. 

It has now been announced that the 
Minister has considered the report of his 
Inspector following the inquiry into the 
Order, and the Council’s contention that the 
properties in Stanhope-street formed part 
of the extensive Regent’s Park redevelop- 
ment area so that the exclusion from the 
Order of any of the properties in this street 
would prejudice proper layout. 

While regretting the hardship that would 
be caused to the gbjectors, in view of the 
advanced development on the large adjoin- 
ing site, the Minister has decided that the 
Order should be confirmed, subject to the 
exclusion of St. Bede’s Mission Hall, 


required for parochial work. 
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CURRENT PRICES OF MATERIALS 


'HE information given on these pages has been specially compiled 
for The Builder and is copyright. It is the intention that the 
details given should indicate fair average prices of materials, not 
necessarily the highest or the lowest. The prices apply to large 
quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 
or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 
ex merchant’s warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include 
the stocking and handling costs involved. Due to the exceptional 
circumstances now prevailing it is recommended that the prices of 
materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers and merchants. 
AGGREGATES AND SAND 
Delivered site in full lorry loads. Average of prices for 


Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn and 
St. Pancras. 


Ee 8, 
Pit Ballast aes ae meee et per yd. i 
Pit Sand ste sr ate oo aoe oe 1 2a 
Washed Sand . ~ = _ ne aS eS 1 6 1 
in. Shingle... pee sae sae se oe ‘ 1.25 
in. Broken Brick... sxe ae coe ooh s | ee 
Pan Breeze ae nA 10 3 
Fine or Coarse Foamed Slag Aggregate per ton 3 0 9 
2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton 
CEMENT, etc. 
Including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags. 
Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifica- 
tion delivered Charing Cross area. 
6-ton loads and upwards, site aaa ««. per ton 5S i 6 
1 to 6 tons, site ‘ - 5 13: 6 
Rapid Hardening Cement in 6-ton loads and up- 
wards to site ee oe - 5 12:40 
1 to 6 tons do. site... “ 6 4 0 
Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. 32s. 6d. per 
ton on ordinary cement prices. 
Red, Buff or Khaki Colorcrete in 6-ton lots = 730 
Other colours according to colour. 
In 4-ton lots from 295s. Od. to aoe 0d. -” ton. 
White Portland Cement fas ee i: 2-0 
Under 1 ton per cwt. is 7 


417 Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) in 6-ton lots 
and upwards 

Super Cement (Waterproof), 32s. 6d. ‘per ton above 
Portland Cement. 

Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £11 5s. Od. to £14 Os. Od. 
(1-ton loads and upwards). 

Lightning and Ciment Fondu Brands High Alumin- 


per ton 614 0 


ous cement, 6-ton lots andup . Po 14 8 3 
Stourbridge Fireclay, 6-ton ten at Railway Depot, 
London a 6 8 
—. Mortar Powder for Flue Bricks (London 
per cwt. 110 0 
Raven 
Fall Loads. 
First Hard Stocks ans ses iis -. per 1,000 1117 0 
Second Hard Stocks ... sae nas a = - 10 16 0 
Mild Stocks (Kiln Burnt) ae an aos on 9 16 
Mild Stocks... = 8 16 6 
All loaded free into lorry at the works. The question 
of haulage is still very difficult and prices must 
be obtained from job to job. 
2% in. Nominal Fletton Bricks to sites in W. e 
District Commons - ss 513 0 
Cellular M0; 2s ied we ses oe ne 513 0 
Keyed do. ese one sa es cae me Ys 
Rustics ss ses ate bes one ae * 618 0 
Cellular Rustics ee ee a ay ess ka 618 0O 
Single Bullnose do. ... Set a nae see es 613 0 
Sandfaced ... na *e 4 13-0 
Best Blue Pressed Staffs (London Stations) .. nee a BT SS 
Bullnose (London Stations) ‘ Bs Be 27 19 6 
Blue Wire Cuts (London Stations) . on See mi 24 14 0 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (London sites) — one ma 10 8 0 
Uxbridge Whites (London sites) _.. es 91) 6 
Special Purpose Sandlime Bricks (London sites) . ~ 714 0 
24in. Best Stourbridge Fire a (London 
stations) +i = 26 6 3 
3in. do. (London stations) . os aes m 3142 0 
2} in. Moler Flue Bricks (London sites) i 36 0.0 
2% in. Machine - made Sandfaced Red "’Facings 
(London sites) PS 14 8 6 
2% in. Machine-made “Multi Red Facings (London 
sites) Po 14 13 6 
2§ in. Hand- made Sandfaced_ Red Facings (London 
sites) .. ie 15 6 0 
23 in. Hand-made Sandfaced Multi-Colour Facings 
(London sites) <A rm 146 1 0 
Hand-made Sandfaced Cherry "Red Facings. Berk- 
shire district (London sites) Liss: < i7 Ss 6 
Hand-made Sandfaced Multi - Colour Facings. 
Berkshire district (Lon. sites) see sae - 1? 5° 6 





se ¢€ 
Rubber Bricks for gauged arches (London sites) ..._ per 1,000 41 10 0 
2§ in. Surrey Clamp Burnt Multi Stock Facings 
(London sites) ~ 13 6. 0 
23 in. Surrey Kiln Burnt Multi Stock Facings 
(London sites) as 14 18 0 
Glazed Bricks (London sites), ‘White, Ivory, B ‘Brown— 
Stretchers... eo 64 0 0 
Headers ss H een se A 63 0 0 
Quoins, Bullnose and 44 in. Flats” a are 0 80 0 0 
Double Stretchers ... < = sus aie ie 85 00 
Double Headers... ses sak ces aes ne 77 10 0 
One side and twoends__.... “ae es nee bE 87 00 
Two sides and oneend .... ae eee mee a 89 10 0 
Splays and Squints ‘vs Aa 83 0 0 
Cream and Buff £3 extra over White. Other 


colours, hard glaze, £8 10s. Od. extra over White. 
All above prices plus 174% for Best quality and 
plus 173% less 10% for Second quality. 


PARTITION SLABS, etc. 
Delivered Central London Area. (W.C. District). 
HOLLow CLAY PARTITION BLocks (Keyed) 


Minimum 
ieein lorry a P 
MS oes, AES Ae 140 yds. ‘ one ‘— . sup. 44 
*2} in. ae 140 yds. ste is 4 7 
*3 in. re} cavity) se 120 yds. 5 4 
Quceae BLOCKS (Keyed) 
*3 in. (6 cavity) eae 110 yds. 5 6 
*4 in. (6 cavity) i 95 yds. eee ais a 6 9 
6in. (83 in. x 5% in.) 1,250 Locks eye ... per 1,000 26 6 0 
* Half blocks at no extra charge. 
CLINKER ane 
oe EAS see 100 yds. «. per yd.sup. 3 9 
Zein. ..; see wo 85 yds. eas ats a 44 
oi ar mr = 75 yds. we sae oe $ 3 
4, ... cab eae 55 yds. as bes 7 6 5 
CRANHAM 
Dae. <ssc ‘ue bee aes mag one ma 6 8 
2a. ces sce sae een eee aes ae A 7 4 
SANs, ses cas nee ee ane vr ee we 8 7 
4 in. r ene = ve nis 10 7 
44 in. Load bearing quality sae cas ll 8 
MOLER PARTITION BLocKs 
ans. ses xe Pa 150 yds. ee ae me 15 6 
she in. .:. eee eis 120 yds. aS ns ne 15 9 
eer ae on 100 yds. aS one Ha 16 0 
4 in. 90 yds. 19 0 
LIGHTWEIGHT COoNncRETE BUILDING AND PARTITION BLOCKS OF VARIOUS 
SOURCES OF MANUFACTURE 
2) ae 100 yds. ses — - 5.9 
DEAD. ox ice see 80 yds. See aes ie 6 il 
7) aia bes 65 yds. ah ie = $1 
4mm. «. aaa oe 50 yds. oss are a 9 4 
Cran. xi. eae see 44 yds. Sz ne a 10 2 
Gm: <a me 33 yds. Ad 13 8 
THERMALITE PARTITION BLOCKS 
2a: ss. 120 yds. 6 11 
Titermatire LOADBEARING INSULATING BLOCKS 
<r 100 yds. re es 8 3 
4in. ... aoe 75 yds. ye sea ae 10 9 
SUD: cs aes eae 60 yds. Ae aie a 13 5 
Gm, ae ese 50 yds. aa cas ‘i 16 it 
ae aes ” 374 yds. ae sem ee y a 
3) are Ss 33 yds. iss 5 14 3 


FLOOR BLocks AND FILLER TILEs 
3 in. Floor pas sale in. ”" -" in. one in full 


lorry-loads .. . per 1,000 33 6 0 
4 in. GOs. ws ses nee eae nes ane is 35 14 0 
5 in. do. ... ae see eS ese see pa 42 10 0 
6 in. GO; s<- aS = ene wee aus Re 47 17 0 
7 in. = nee one “ ro ees “ae ne 58 8 0 
8 in. 68 9 0 
10” x 3” x Filler Tiles in multiples of 10 tiles per 1 (000 muitiples 56 15 0 
io Ko do. do. 64 10 ; 


10°x4’x%" ~— do. do. me a 71 0 


STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. 
The following are the percentages to be added to the Standard List prices 
delivered London Area. 
Delivered ex Merchants Wharf or Depot 
Over 100 pieces Under 100 pieces 


Over 2 tons Under i ty, — 2 tons 
Best Qualit ise — + 
BSS Best i. ee — +10% +1174° ry +1304 


Tested Quality ... a 
BSS Tested do. 


Delivered ex Manufacturers’ Works 
Best Quality ’ +85% +1059 11% 
BSS Best do. » +10% +85% +10% +165% 10% +34 
Tested Quality... +374%+85%  +374%+105% +37 oth 
BSS Tested do.... +474%+85% +473%4+105% +474 +11 
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STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc.—continued 
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£ «. .é. 
3 in. saa aes 7 ad 12 in. seemed ... per 1,000 10 2 6 
4 in. tes ee 149 6 
6 in. = ee ae aes aus aaa ass sa 29 19 O 
9 in. GOe xs Bee ate cas ae iva ‘a st 6S 0 
DAMP COURSE 
Hessian base bitumen 7 Ib. per yd. sup. in 24 ft. rolls 
cut to wall widths in lots of £6 value and over 
delivered London area... aaa ... per yd. sup. 33 
Asbestos base ditto 7 lb. per yd. sup. do. do. ‘a § @ 
Lead lined bitumen ditto 94 lb. per yd. sup. _ do. AS M3 
18 in. X 9 in. British damp course slates ... ... per 1,000 38 6 O 
14in. x 9 in. do. do. aa eat aa 29 11 O 
9in. X 9 in. do. do. eas ita Pe is 2 6 
18 in. X 44 in. do. do. aes wea ss iv 6 
14in. X 44 in. do. do. ia a Sa 1419 
9in. X 44 in. do. do. oe me - - Fs 
STONE 
Bath Stone— 
Monks Park . per ft. cube 8 0 
St. Aldhelm Box Ground | 9 0 
Delivered in railway trucks at ‘South Lambeth 
B.R. Western Region. 
Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Delivered London area ,, & 9 
Beer Stone. Delivered London area aes aaa os 8 3 
Portland Stone— 
Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. average 
delivered in railway trucks at Nine Elms, B.R. 
Southern Region _ wii = 8 34 
Yorkshire Stone—Blue Robin ‘Hood Quality. 
Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. 
9 in. x 3 in. Rubbed, beareaaaedl throated and 
stooled cills ead ft. cube 3 10 
12 in. x 6 in. do. ‘do... 2 ‘i 2 10 
12 in. X 3 in. Plain coping, twice throated es 11S 
12 in. x 3 in. Weathered and twice throated coping es 2 12 
14in. X 6 in. do. do. BN = yaa 
44 in. x 9in. Plinth, rubbed on top and face ... a y a. 
3 in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes . per ft. sup. 7 
Templates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 in. 
thick, edges coped for rendered brickwork per ft. cube 


Do. do. fair one - for fair faced 
brickwork et ¥ pa 
Hard York— 


12in. x 2 in. Square Steps, rubbed on top and edge per ft. run 


14in. x 3 in. Round-nosed Steps, rubbed on top 


and front . perft.cube2 8 
12 in. x 6 in. Plain Steps, ‘rubbed top and front. va 2 2 
2 in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, given sizes per {t. sup. 8 
2 in. Sawn Paving, edges squared, in random sizes per yd. sup. 2 19 


TILES AND PANTILES 


Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over per 1,000. 
Machine-made Pantiles and French pe Tiles from 


Ma 
Waco oA © ACOOCOooOaAx 


Lincolnshire district 29 8 0 
Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district ‘ 50 9 O 
Hand-made Double Roman Bridgwater district 58 13 6 
Hand-made 104 x 6} tiles Berkshire district 14 1 6 
Machine-made 10} x 64 Staffordshire district 13 18 9 
Hand-made Hip and Valley tiles per doz. 110 0 
Machine-made Hip and Valley tiles do. 1 8 0 
Concrete tiles 104 x 6} 6 8 1 6 

do. A (49S) . ae 19 0 0 
Nore.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 
SLATES 
First-quality Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage 

paid in full truck loads to London Rate Station. Per 

1,000 actual. 

24 x 12 a 124 17 4 

22% 12 103 13 8 

ax 93 13 6 

ay Xe e 88 9 O 

20 x 10 82 7 9 

18 x 10 S12 9 

is x 9 52 14 6 

16 x 10 49 1 3 

16x 8 sw 33 
Note.—Breakage in transit, purchasers” responsibility. 

TIMBER 
Softwood— 

Joinery quality Ex. Wharf per standard £110 to £135 

Carcassing quality . do. ae £98 to £102 

1 in. Tongued and Grooved Flooring do. £108 0 0 
Hardwood— 

Mahogany—African S.E. ws do. per ft. cube 110 0 

Honduras do. dis do. 7 as @ 

ox European do. dus do. a 2 2 O 

do. Japanese do. ue do. v4, 210 0 
do. English Logs sawn ... do. Ba 117 6 
Teak 8 in. average S.E. ... do. ss 3.15 0 
Walnut African Logs sawn ... do. ESO 





DOORS (in Lots I-I1) 


Delivered London area. 
1} in. 4 Horizontal Panel. 
2 ft. Oin. x 6 ft. 6 in. 


2 ft. 3 in. x 6ft.6in. ... 
2 ft. 6in. x 6ft.6in. ... 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. 


2 in. do. but top panel open. Pattern 4 x G in deal 
2 ft. 6in. xX 6ft.6in. ... ; 


2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. pig 


2 in. Panel, top panel —_ 


2 ft. Gin. x 6 ft. 6 


2 ft.9 in. x 6 ft. im: 


SUNDRIES 


Delivered London area. 

1 in. Wood Wool Slabs, 6 ft. 0 in. x 2 ft. 0 in. in 
quantities of 1 ton (89 yds. 7 

(67 yds. 

(52 yds. 

(45 yds. 

(39 yds. 


1} in. do. 
4 do. 
2 in. do. 
3 in. do. 


Pattern 4 in. deal 


ae 2x G in deal 


to | ton) ... 
to | ton) ... 
to 1 ton) ... 
to l ton) . 
to 1 ton) . 
Quantities under 1 ton add Id. per } in. of thickness. 









£ 

each 1 12 

ae 1 13 

E 1 14 

7 1 16 

, 2 9 
= y 
e 2 
2 


4 in. imported insulation Board, quantities over 5,000 sq. ft. 


$ in. Hardboard do. 
fs in. 


4 in. oO. 
oon Felt, 1-ply 
2-ply 


do. do. iti 
Ys in. Asbestos Flat Building s Sheets 


Best Scotch pee in slabs 


pearl 
Croid Glue 


Cut Nails 3 in. ‘d -ton Tots) 


do. 4 in. and up (1- ton lots) _ 


™_ Nails, 3 in. (4-cwt. lots) 


oO. 4 in. and up (4-cwt. lots) 


METALS 


Basis Joists— 


6in. x Sin.,8in. x Sin., 8 in. x 6in., 
12 in. x 6 in. plain cut to lengths delivered 


London area 
Extra for sizes 


3in. x 1}in. 4in. 
3in. x 3in. 4 
4in. < 3in. 10 in. 
Sin. x 2$in. Sin. 
4} in. x l}in. aa 
Sin. x 4$in. 7 in. 
6in. X 3in. 24 in. 
6in. x 44in. Tin. 
9in. X 4in. 10 in. > 
12 in. x Sin. 22 in. 
9in. X 7in. 10 in. 
14in. x S5}in. 14 in. 
15in. x Sin. 15 in. 
16in. X 8in. 18 in. 
18 in. x 8 in. 20 in. 


Steel angles average price 


Steel tees average price 


Fabricated work delivered London— 


Steet Joists, Etc. 


10 in. 


x 1}in. 


x 44 in. 
x 3in. 


x 3}in. 
x Thin. 
x 4in. 
Sin. 


R.S. Joists cut and fitted 


Compound girders 
Stanchions 


Compound stanchions — ‘ 
In Roof Work—Trusses and Purlins 


"13 in. 3 
” gin. > 


12 in. 
14 in. 
16 in. > 
18 in. 

20 in. 


Average prices not for aw kward work. 


Angle cleats and ; in., 
price London area 


Frnao- ConcrETE Bars 


} in. and { in. bolts average 


per 100 sq. ft. 2 
sae = 2 
as as 3 
... per yd. sup. 
pm per t owt. 7 
.. 28 Ib. g 
... per ton 
4 aa 61 
per cwt. 


x 6in. 


perton 41 


" 
3 
-— nN Wee Nw 


a 42 
a 43 
Pa 57 
9» 63 
2» 68 

i 72 


per cwt. 4 


Mild Steel Ferro-Concrete bars to BSS785 ex London 


Stock § in. diam., and upwards 


4 in. diam. 
~s in. do. 
%in. do. 
$in. do. 


Tubes to BSS1387 and Fittings. 
W.I. Fittings 


+ 324% 
Heavy + 40% 


Galvanised Tube— 
Class A + 74% 
Class B + 184% 
Class C + 353% 

Black— 

Class A — 144% 
Class B — 23% 
Class C + 114% 


Mitp STEEL TUBES 
List prices and following discounts: 
Malleable Fittings 


Light Malleable List—323% + 40% 


Light 
Heavy 


+ 193% 
+ 274% 
C.I. HALF-ROUND GUTTERS 
Delivered London per yd. in 6-ft. lengths 


Gutters 


42 


*. per ton extra 


wha 


Malleable List—323 % 


Nozzles 
3 





ac aS acco & 


—— 
—OonwN 


CSCOCCAMUOHK HK PWNEN 
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METALS—continued PLUMBERS’ BRASS WORK, etc. ae 
C.LO.G. Gutters Delivered in London area. nen 
Sto M.O.H. - 
oe Gutters Nozzle Ends All per doz. din. din. lin, 1Fim Ibin. 2in | ees 
34 in. ee ie aes ies He at 1/4 Screwdown bib cocks Crutch Snow 
ae can re as oe tae, | 1/7 a 87/~ 128/8 
43 in. = ~~ oe él 4/il ill Toilet bib cocks for iron’ - 109/- 158/5 | 
5 in. a sab aes ose 6/8 5/8 2/2 Screwdown stop cocks for iron 66/- 95/9 188/- 363/- 522/6 917/6 Grou 
<e ee : a do. with two unions for lead 89/- 132/- 234/4 472/- 623/6 13895 | Genu 
rer cr RAIN-WATER PIPES Double nut boiler screws .. 18/8 26/5 47/6 48/6 67/- 93/6 Geau 
py . in 6-ft. lengths 7 — a aed Croydon ball valves... 77/— 193/6 312/5 568/8 734/10 — Geos 
2hin. Se eae “cae 4/4 7/5 geal — s 19/6 23/6 38/6 52/10 70/6 165). | Raw 
3h aa sie a ine eis oe 8/6 5/5 8/1 ldin. 1din. 2in. 3in. 3hin. Sin Boile 
ry ag ote + oe eee ove 9/8 6/4 9/8 Caps and screws Ss .. 33/= 40/8 59/6 92/5 118/10 155)3 
: Bis ee cae 11/2} 7/9 11/6 Brass sleeves... ae oe 31/11 31/11 56/2 74/10 91/5 Turp 

; LCC. Onsen Som Pires “13 xX 6lb. 14 x 61b.2 x 7Ib. 3 X Tlb, gi 
2 in. oe ah 8/74 6/8 8/1 Lead P. trap with brass veneeie Solig 
23 in. oes ae or oe as 9/04 7/4 10/1 Screws eee 66/- 82/- 131/- 224)- Creo 
3 in. se ae) eee ees -» 10/2 8/1 11/11 Lead S. trap do. ors oe «= 19/- 98/- 161/- 288/- Paste 
33 in. £5 ses ae ae we 11/44 10/1 13/11 Whit 
4 in. wo , MOR TS 16/5 Solder s. d. 

Above prices for gutters, rain-water and soil pipes for under 5 cwt. lots Plumbers’... eee tee eee tee --- per Ib. 310 | VAI 
only. Lots over 5 cwt. see List No. 3300 dated February 1, 1955, plus 74% Tinmen’s _... oe see oe see tee ” 4 8 Deli 
and tonnage allowance. 4-ton lots 5 per cent., 2-ton lots 2} per cent. Blow pipe... tee see eee eee eee o 4il Oak 

L.C.C. CoateD DRAIN PIPES Oak 
In 9-fts. COPPER TUBES AND SHEETS Har 

, cwt. qr. Ib. per yd. Bends _ Branches Copper tubes BSS 659/1944 on the basic price of 43§d. per Ib. plus gaug: § Cry: 
_/ eee ee - & & oe 27/8 19/3 34/- and manufacturing extras as follows. gv ete quantities, 3 cwt. Egg 

in. aoe ane cont Moe a ee 40/9 51/- 81/9 Extra Fine 

ASBESTOS RAIN-WATER PIPES AND FITTINGS d. d. Fro! 

All less 174 per cent. discount. Zin. X 19 gauge... aah 12} Total per lb. 56} f Jape 

2 in. 23 in. 3 in. 4in. din. x 19 ,, conan 114 ¥e fs 54 fF Blac 
Pipes 6-ft. lengths ... peryd. 3/9 4/- 4/10 6/5 ye ee 9% ‘ . 5h f Bru 
Shoes... .... «each 2/5 2/8 3/2 4/3 1jin. x 18 ,, 9 ae - Sif Berl 
Single Branches ae Mi 3/9 4/6 5/4 7/6 ian: X18, eee ee 9 a st 52; Ter 
Bends square or obtuse af 2/8 2/11 3/9 5/4 2 in. X 17 ,, . eee 10§ 7 a 54} Kan 
—— ms in. “| - 2/11 3/9 4/3 ry Rolled Copper sheets up to 48 in. wide, basic price £ eo 8 Fre 

. in. do 3/2 3/9 4/10 6/5 plus gauge and manufacturing extras... -- perton 426 0 0 
ASBESTOS 0.G. GUTTERS AND FITTINGS GL 
4 in. 44 in. 5 in. 6 in. ZINC Del 
—. nonee oe ates 310 aa. 310 at oe: Zinc 7 gauge e al 5 cwt. lots upwards per cwt. : a ‘ i 
*° se ; gauge zs ( 
Stop Ends sive meee ES, /10 /il 1/- 1/2 3 
a. « « « 3/5 4/1 4/10 ” 14 gauge (21 SWG) ? ; say | me 
Nozzles __ =“ a S 2/10 3/4 3/10 4/7 Brass TuBES 32 
Union Clips... fs 1/5 1/8 2/1 2/5 Brass tubes basic price, plus gauge and mannéactar- fi 
ASBESTOS Hatr-RounpD GUTTERS AND FITTINGS ing extras... ee per lb. 2 10} a 
3 in. 4in. 4h in. 5 in. 6in. 
Gutters 6-ft. lengths per yd. 2/6 2/114 3/03 3/7 5/- 
— sg aA oo. Cach _ 2/5 2/8 a tp —_ 
topends... ca as / /10 fll - 
——s sie oat ee : 2/8 2/11 2, “3 LEAD SHEET AND PIPES 
ozzles se poe tes / 2/8 is selli ice in minimum one-ton deli ddress in Lond 
Union Clips =e 1/- 11 1/2 1/4 3). ~— aon a aa u n delivery to one address in London 
Per ton basis £ 648 
in London Lead Sheet, English, 34 Ib. substance and upwards perton 147 0 0 
a eM Lead Water Pipe in coils ne m 148 5 0 
Iron—Staffordshire Crown Merchant sian see x 43 12 6 Lead Soil Pipe 10 ft. or over Qin. to4 in. dia... pe 149 15 0 
Mild Stee! Bars ae = =i 40 4 0 do. over 4 in. dia si a wae 2 151 15 0 
Mild Steel Hoops ans oes mn bee os ae 41 3 6 Lead Gas or Untinned Compo pipe see ie 149 15 0 
Ex Merchant’s Extras over Basis for quantitics under 1 ton’ 
Stock per ton 5 cwt. and under 1 ton sss ose eee --- per cwt. 20 
ws iS. oe  lUUCU Url a 
~~ sapaanes - saan a 8 : Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. priced specially. : 
24 gauge sae ; ay ae ee mE ba 54 18 6 Supplying sheet lead and lead pipe to less than basis 
26 gaug a] i oe ae pi cae an 57 18 6 weights a to sizes less —_ — a : 
ae as extra according to current trade schedule 
Galvanised Corrugated sheets 6 ft. to 9 ft. ao<e Allowance for Old Lead, collected £100 10s. Od. per i 

24 gauge... ee am ie ie iz ve 63 16 0 ton weighed at buyer’s works. At 

26 gauge - ses Soe 69 1 0 = 
Gamaeed flat sheets c. R. and C.A.— AG 

20 gauge See oes aes one 61 6 0 Af 

- gauge... we nee a ss ope ne = | : PLASTER, etc. al 

ee ee ee ee Coarse Pink in 1-ton loads and over Delivered on Site perton 7 Il 9 Al 

do. White do. do. aa - 719 6 : 

ALUMINIUM AND ALUMINIUM ALLOYS Sirapite Coarse do. do. eee ” 714 0 Ai 
do. Fine do. do. she ne $ 2.0 A 

(Base prices) £08, id. Blue Lias Lime in 6-ton loads = aa ae Bs 6 14 6 Ai 
Sheet BS 1470 SIC 18 SWG (36 in. wide) per Ib. 2 7h Hydrated Lime do. a ees ae a 517 6 Ai 
Sheet BS 1470 NS 3 Utility 18 SWG (36 in. wide) 55 2 44 Lump Lime do. are am i. a 
Coiled strip BS 147 SIC 18 SWG (24 in. wide) ... me 2 6} White Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton loads... Mi 10 17 0 ; 
Coiled strip BS 1470 NS 3 Utility 18 SWG (24 in. Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton loads oe & 10 il 9 A 

wide) ‘ 2-4 Granite Chips in 6-ton loads ‘ Ses % : p : A 

; d strip for ‘flashin; 99. 7% urit /22 SWG (12in. Hair .. - per cwt. A 
pe ¥ *y - g ig y - 29 Gypsum Plaster Lath or Base Board 3 in. thick 600 A 

Corrugated sheet BS 1470 NS 3 Utility Circular yds. and over in one delivery. Deliveredsite ... per yd. 2h ; 
Profile 8 ft. x 32 in. x 20 SWG per sheet 1 8 6 1,200 yds... Seige ye ; 

Corrugated sheet BS 1470 NS 3 ee Industrial Do. Insulating “do. Z in. thick 600 me and over A 
Profile 8 ft. x 31} in. x 20S me 113 9 in one delivery. Delivered site ... “ 2 It A 

Corrugated sheet BS 1470 NS y Utility Mansard 1,200 yds. . “ 2 10 A 
Profile 8 ft. x 31} in. x 20 SWG a i7 s Gypsum Plaster Wall ‘Boards, '3 and 4 ft. wide 6 to A 

Extruded section BS 1476 EIC simple moulding . per Ib. 2 5 12 ft., $ in. thick, 600 yds. - over in one ‘ ; 

Extruded section BS 1476 EIC 1 in. diam. round — - 2 24 delivery. Delivered site eg ave x 2 } , 

Extruded section BS 1476 HEIOWP simple angle 55 2 & 1,200 yds. . Hl 2 , 

Extruded section BS 1476 HEIOWP 1 in. diam. round ve ef Do. iecaneting do. “fi in. thick 600 me and over , 

Tubing BS 1471 TIC 14 in. O/D x 20SWG ‘s 3 it in one delivery. nee site ... wes oe ; i 

Tubing BS 1471 HT1IOWP 13 in. O/D x 20 SWG ee S32 1,200 yds. ... a Bes iva 3 
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- 522/6 917/65 
- 623/6 oo 
5 67/- 93/6 
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December 2 4955 


PAINT AND DISTEMPER 


Delivered London area 
Ceiling Distemper... aes eee eee 
Washable Distemper ae ees 


Gloss Paint sé 
Snowcem cement paint (in 1 cwt. drums) . 


LEAD ees AND > Ons 
Ground White Lead, 1 cwt. keg 
Genuine White Lead Paint, 1- 19 al, ‘ots in 1 gal. tins 
Genuine Red Lead, Dry, i cwt. ke eg sige 
Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, 1 cwt. keg 
= xD quality. 28 Ib. 
Raw Linseed Oil (5 ote .) drums, extra 
Boiled Linseed Oil ( : 
5 gal.) d Tae 

ntine — ga’ rums extra . 
~— do. Go gal.) do. do. 
Solignum, Brown (5 or cans) seameied 
Creosote (40 gal. barrels)... 
Paste Powder (1 Ib. somaaedl 
White Lining Paper ... me aaa 


VARNISHES, etc. 


Delivered London area. 
Oak Varnish, Outside or Inside Sia aes 
Qak Pale Copal GG. <:. nee sa 
Hard Drying Oak for Inside 
Crystal Paper Varnish 
Eegshell Flat Varnish 9 
fee Carriage Varnish 
Front Door Varnish 
Japan Gold Size 
Black Japan... 
Brunswick Black 
Berlin Black 


Terebene ae 
Knotting (1 gal, " pottle $ free)... aes 
French and Brush Polish (do. ) as 


GLASS 
Delivered London area. 


2402. 5 ”» 
be 9» ” 


"Rolled Plate a ee 
va and } in. Rovgh Cast . aoe ea wea 


. 


” ” ” 


” ” » ” 


per cwt. 


per gal. 


per cwt. 


per cwt. 


per gal. 


per cwt. 


‘ tin 
per gal. 


18 oz. Sheet Glass Ordinary Glazing Quality. Cut Sizes 
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Per ft. . 
s. d. 
4 in. Figured —— and senna ame oneal 
hite aa aa 9 
do. Seneued Tints one 1 4 
do. Special Tints ... y 
4 in. Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, _Reediyte and 
Luminating a 1 1 
+ in. Wired Cast an 41 2 
4 in. Georgian Wired Cast 1 23 
Hollow Glass Blocks— Each 
.B. S52 x 52 x 3 ‘ 29 
P.B.3. 72 x 732 x 3 42 
P.B.32 1k x 73 x 3 42 
ery Corner hemes to a * with— 

P.B.2 ia > ae 
P.B.3 6 9 
P.B.32 ats 6 9 

3 in. Polished Plate Glass, G. G. Quality— Per ft. super 
In plates not exceeding oe dike x 2 
” ” ” ee a 5 
” ” ” 5 1 
= Ba je 100 ft. sup. 5 6 
tin. Polished Plate, extra sizes,i.e., plates nusinn 100 ft. 
sup. or 160 in. one way or 96 in. both ways. G.G. quality 
—Not exceeding 135 ft. sup. or250 in. one —— or — in. 
both ways aa 8 4 
Not anding 180 ft. sup. or ditto mad na wm 3 
Not exceeding 200 ft. sup. or ditto «ee 16 0 


Plates exceeding 200 ft. sup., prices on app plication. 
Substances other than } in. Polished Plate at Special Prices. 


Quantity Tariff—Sheet and Sundry Glass. 


The following prices apply to minimum quantities of one size and one 
pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. 


Description of Glass 
18 oz. sheet O.Q. ae 
40Z. 1» 

2602. » 5 

32 0z 

ti in. "Rolled Plate 


in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral Standard 


Patterns, White 


+ in. Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, Luminating 


and Spotlyte... 


in. and } in. Rolled Plate or Rough Cast 
in. Wired Cast, Hexagonal... 


in. Georgian Wired Cast 


Minimum Per ft. sup. 
rd S$ ¢ 


2000 
2,000 8 
2,000 1 
1,000 h 
1,000 7 
1,000 104 
2;000 ll 
2,000 11g 
2,000 1 0} 
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Town. KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. 
omen rele Grade Classification. A Al A2 A3 
Abergavenn Craftsmen ... “ 4/- 3/113 3/11 3/103 
Abingdon Nia Labourers ... 3/5 3/5 3/44 3/4 
Ad 
hen Vole, Town Grade. Grade. Town. 
DS Rea Al DIED © ocivaitarnincsiesidenea A2 III gosccrcdstactuacascond A Blackpool 
Aldershot oo es MOSM © siaceds cédcacccuseced A2 sr aman WEP ceases A Blackwell RD 
Alfreto ton UD a | eee 
Alnwick UD . A Blaydon UD .. 
Altrincham A Blidworth 
Amble ........ yw Blyth B. 
Ambleside .. A2 Bodmin 
BRP Narévcisoyenicaestics ya ae. ae Ree Bognor Re 
ae auietekecoauexaee A Barnard Castle UD ......... A Boldon UD 
aa peexacucssasetawevesvede A2 Barnoldswick UD ............ A Bolsover UD 
siesey, pee eee A2 Co = re ‘i... > Sees Bolton ........... 
Ardingly Bs: Barnstaple — ...........0cesee A2 Boston MB .. 
Arundel ws: Barrow-in-Furness ..........+. Bourne End 
pres Sonaen A2 Barrow-upon-Soar RD Bournemouth District 
Ashbourne RD A2 ag Thrussington A2)...A Brackley MB . 
, hbourne UD.. a eee ee A Bracknell .. 
Aany tele: -Zouch UD ...A Basford RD (exc. Willough- Bradford CB 
i reid Woulds UD ......... A by-on-the-Wolds Al) ...... A | Bilsthorpe_........ aces Bradford-on-Avon 
oe LS) aera A2 Co err | a | re pO RS A 
oo Aes Lane A CO eee Sl Brandon & Byshottles UD 
Ash MIME cas cineca severe a |: ey ia eee Brecon—Borough of. 
Ashiead Seeetrcenstaescucesavoe A Breconshire, County of ... 
A ton-under-Lyne .. tes Rouse | ae A Brent Knoll 
Spatria and Brayton . Bishop’s Stortford .. Ceca Brentwood fe 
Atth — RD Bishops Castle MB A2 Bridgend ........ 
z eborough i A Bridlington MB 
SRS ie A Bridlington RD . 











CURRENT RATES OF WAGES 


AS FROM OCTOBER 3, 1955. (Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors.) 





Town. 











CORIIIOE on cocccencins -A2 
Caernarvonshire, Cnty. of tA2 
A 


Calder Valley 





A 
Cardigaashie, County of fA2 
CA Tacioccensevsdexiuatasetees A 


Continued on page 988. 
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CURRENT RATES OF WAGES—Continued 


Town. 


Cee A 
Carmarthen—Borough of...Al 
Carmarthenshire,Cnty of TA2 
SI dceesorcvescnvnchossnine A 
Castleford UD 
Caterham 
Chapel-en-le-Frith . 

See 














A 

A 

A 

A2 
Charmy Down ...... A 
Chatham District A 
a A2 
Cheadle (Staffs) RD .........A 
Chelmsford ............. a 
Cheltenham ... A 
Chepstow Al 
Chertsey A 
a re A 
Chester-le-Street UD . A 
Chesterfield MB ....... A 
Chesterfield RD .... A 
Chichester ............ 2 
Chipping Norton..... A2 
Chipping Sodbury 
Chippenham (inc. Chippen- 
ham Within and Harden- 


MAD cus scwassuacentexan nue A2 
Cirencester my 
Choriey....... ae 
(ineton ........ | 
Clay Cross UD..... ey 
Cleethorpes MB .. osc 
Clevedon ........ met | 
Cleveleys . pane 
Clitheroe . A 
ere A 
Cobham (Surrey) ............ A 
Colchester . ........ aos 
RENE osnccesene soot 
Colwyn Bay .. Al 
Congleton ..... case 


EE GED one cnesesmcacenesonas A 

















Conway ... - 
RMN BIDD, oscncssertasans <i 
Cornwall, County of. tA2 
Corsham District ee 
Coventry CB ..... Pay. 
Cranbrook ..... ake 
RIPEN... sacrecsipseneeie A2 
Cranwell Aerodrome Site Al 
Crawley 
Crewe. ....... 
Crewkerne 
BIE. cnssacchscccsacnsensene 
Crook and _ Willington 
er eee 
Crowborough 
Cuckfield.......... os 
ee er 
Dalton-in-Furness ............ A 
Darlington CB wA 
Dartmouth _....... ..A2 
Darwen ........... ie, 


Daventry MB 
Denbigh Town 


Derby CB.. per 
NEE caxnencstcsesse ..A2 
Devon, County of .. A2 
Dewsbury CB ........ ek 
BECO .ncocese .A2 
MRED Lixcevessess A2 
Doncaster CB ... — 
Dorchester 

Dorking 


Dorset, ‘County of (except- 
ing Poole, Swanage and 


Wimborne Al) ...........- A2 
aaa olKi2 
Dovercourt ... nee 
Driffield UD ......... Al 


Drigg & Carleton .. 
Droitwich MB ........ 
Dudley CB . 
Dunstable ; 
OS ere 


REINS Soo gcpoex-veve pesos A 
E. Glam. & Mon. Val....... A 
East Grinstead District ...A2 
East Kesteven RD 
East Retford MB.... 







Eastwood (Notts) U oe 
Ebbw Vale & District......... A 
Edenbridge ..........2..0cce0 A2 
a ee) 
PIE .......+- A 
Evesham MB. A2 
eee ae 
Exmouth 

Fakenham 

Falmouth ... 

Fareham 


For Birkenhead, Liverpool and London the rates are:—Craftsmen, 4s. 1}d.; Labourers, 3s. 7d. In the case of London the rate beyond the 12-mile radius is:—Craftsmen, 4 





Town. 


Faversham 
Felixstowe 
Filey UD ...... 
Fleetwood . 
Flint MB .... 
Folkestone .. 
Frinton 
Frome 





Gainsborough UD ............ A 
Gateshead CB ........ A 
Gillingham (Dorset) 
Gillingham (Kent)...... 
Glastonbury & Street .. 
Glossop 
Gloucester 
Gloucestershire, Cnty. of 3 
p recone 3 A2 
Goole, M 
Goole RD (part—Airmyn, 
Hook) 

Gosport 
Grantham 
Gravesend 
Grays Thurrock UD Area.. 
Great Yarmouth ............00+ 
Grimsby CB........... a 
Grimsby RD (part) .. ne 
Guildford District ............ 


















Halesowen MB ............08+ A 
Halifax CB .... soe 

















Halstead ...... A2 
Haresfield .. . Al 
Harlow ....... a 
Harpenden A 
Harrogate MB. A 
Hartlepool B . Peer 
Harwell ........ .A2 
Harwich - 
Haslemere .A2 
Hastings ........... .A2 
Hatfield (Herts) . me 
PU, <5 pcccisesenwne os 
Haywards Heath . -A2 
Heanor UD ........... my 
Hemel Hempstead pe 
Henley-on-Thames Be 
area A2 
Herefordshire, Cnty. of...tA2 
Biers BAY ......ccscccccesssess A2 
Hertford ..... aA 
Hexham RD . A 
Hexham UD ... pe. 
Heysham .......  " 
PACY WOO. oosccssccveane saat 
Higham Ferrers MB A 
High a ° was A 


Hinckley UD . any 







Leicester CB ...... 


RIE wi cidvndesuccovnnatvetasnee A 
Hoddesdon A 
Holywell uli 
oo re .A2 
Horncastle UD ose 
ae eg Sieoue one 
saivieps A 
Hoddersfield CB a 
ers aA 
Hunstanton .......... .A2 
Huntingdon (Staffs)............ A 
DE I os sicicnviscswessns A 
Iikley UD..... we 
na, Ee A 
Isle of Sheppey eee 
Isle of Thanet.. .A2 
Isle of Wight se 
WEENIE ce aswiccnsssesesend A2 
DRE rcs cnenseckesecessuat A 
Keighley MB. .........ccccccses A 
a = 
Kenilworth UD............... A 
Rettering WB .....cceseccvessis A 
Keynsham ........... uA 
Kidderminster MB.. eS 
Kingskerswell ....... Al 
King’s Lynn ..... sl 
Kingsteignton .Al 
So aaa ms 
Knaresborough UD ok 
eee A 
SMRNUE ss civcvsscunyatnsuvoes A 
Leamington MB... send 
Leatherhead ...... ee 
Leeds CB ....... ood 
a ee om ' 
A 

Al 


Leighton Buzzard . 


OS a ‘A2 
Leominster .A2 
TOTO oskocicsvesesccscives A 





Town Grade. 


IS cs srcuneaiinakoanaeereee A2 
Lichfield MB. 

Lincoln CB . 
Liskeard 
Littlehampton 
Liverpool ..... : 
BAAD iseninsevads cared eke 
Llanelly (incl. Llanelly RD) “A 
Llanfairfechan 










Llangollen ........ — 
London ..... as 
Long Eaton ook 
SS eae .A2 
pen al MB aA 
Louth MB. Al 
Lowestoft i 
ere .A2 
Ludlow MB ... coda 
Ludlow RD ... eS: 
ae A 


Lyme Regis ..... 
Lyneham (Devon).. 
Lytham 


Macclesfield 
Maidenhead 
Maidstone 
Maldon (Essex) . 
Maltby UD ....... 
Malton UD .... 
Malvern UD ... 
Manchester .... 
Manningtree ..... 
Mansfield MB 
Sere ; 
NEES os sce cwsisinnsnawasnuas or A 
Market Harborough RD...AI 
Market Harborough UD ...A 
Market Rasen UD............ A2 
ee ‘ 
Maryport ..... 
Matlock UD 
Melksham ............00: 
Melton Mowbray UD . 
Merionethshire ....... 
Merthyr 
Mexborough UD .. 
Middlesbrough CB . 



















Middleton .......... Ee 

Middlewich e 

Mildenhall _.......... A2 
Milford Haven UD . a 
es: A2 
Monmouth—Borough of...Al 
Monmouthshire............... Al 
Morecambe... valk 
Moreton Valence. A2 
NECS oo snsscocceee uA 
Morpeth B .. onde 
Morpeth RD .. - 
SID ia concsuseeiecnedunte A2 
POURED «5s so cntbencsothaseee A 
Neath & Valley . ol 
Nelson ...... oni 
Newark MB uA 
ee: A2 
Newcastle-on-Tyne CB...... A 
Newcastle-under-Lyme ...... A 
New Forest District ......... Al 
Newmarket ........ ened 
Newport, Mon. . ae 
Newport Pagnell esciliee 
Newquay ...... pe 
paween Abbot . . Al 
Normanton UD ............ A 
Northallerton District ...... A 
Northallerton UD ........ JA 
Northampton CB oi 
North Shields ....... a * 
North Walsham coeur 
Northwich ......... ee 
Norton Radstock .. «sl 
PAOEWICE ist veecscsees ak. 
Nottingham CB . pe 
POONIOM BEB occeccescscsncn A 
MDROTRDD: 5.5 00issvseseencce A2 
Oakham UD ...A2 
Okehampton se 
Oldham ........ oie 
Ongar... ccd 


Ormskirk 
Ossett & Horbury ... 
Oswestry 
Oundle UD 
Oxford 
Oxted 


Padstow 
Paignton .... F 
WME. cavewatessunuccsnusccsncouhen 
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Town. Grade. Town. Grade, * 
Pembrokeshire (except Mil- Sutton Coldfield MB .......4 | 
ford Haven) A2 Swadlincote ne 


Swaffham 
Swanage District ..... 
Swansea . 
Swindon District 
Swinton UD ...... 


Penmaenmawr 
Penrith UD ...... 
Penzance A2 
Peterborough, Soke of were 
ern Regional portion) . 
PUNE cis csscescrsccennnss “a2 
Pickering ooita Tamworth MB ............ A 























Plymouth ‘ abl Taunton 
Pontefract MB ...... JA Tavistock j 
Pontypool & District .. JA Tenterden: ........060. 
Pontypridd District Teignmouth I 
Porthcawl Tewkesbury be 
Portishead... Thames Haven crcreseyl I 
Portland Bill . yee eed? &f 
Portsmouth Thirsk RD ...:;. sean sce ft 
Port Talbot Thorpe Bay ........ ck 
Preston —........ Thurrock UDC Area . wA § 
Princetown » North of to Billericay A 
Pudsey MB .. REINER nu scniabncececvaceccre 
Pulborough Todmorden MB ............ 
TROMMIOIS: csi isivivarssscecccss | 

; Torquay ‘ eee 6c nneacectel 
Radnorshire, County of }A2 Totnes 
RRAMSGALC ....000scersseseveses A2 Tring 
Raunds UD * Trowbridg 
Rayleigh PENUEOS “ss coacssccisess 


Reading 
Redéar B ..... 
Redditch UD ....... 
Redhill & Reigate . 
Rhondda Valley ...... 
Richmond B (Yorks) 


Tunbridge Wells ........ | 
Tynemouth CB ............0 














WUIVERSUONE oo sacs ccccncctrs A 
Uppingham (Salop) | 
































Ripon MB Uttoxeter UD. ...-...cscers 
Rochdale ... 
eer: a Wakefield CB ........ccccssA 
Rossendale Valley . Wakefield RD ... A 
Rotherham CB ..... Wallsall CB... A 
Royston _....... Wallsend B . A 
Rugby MB ... Walsden ........... A 
Rugeley UD .... Walton-on-Naze Al 
RRUSRGENIUD o5.5.....cocscons A Wal .....--eeeeeeeeee vA 
Warminster A? 
Warrington ...... A 
Saffron Walden _..........<. A2 Warwick MB ..... A 
St. Albans. ....c:<0s. eo Wednesbury MB. ..... A 
St. Austell .. pe Y. Wellingborough UD A 
St. Helens a Wellington UD A 
St. Neots . oY Wellington (Somerset) ...A2 
Salisbury City eer Wells (Norfolk) .......... A2 
Salisbury Plain . ..A2 Weils (Somerset) ... A2 
SAY). scaenessanns se WIN wv aieczcccanins A 
Sawbridgeworth .. eae Welwyn Gar. City .. A 
Saxmundham _. con West Bromwich CB.........A 
Scarborough MB. «sos WEKCURIED © sccescccscess A2 
Scunthorpe MB ......... er Westcliff-on-Sea A 
Seaford & Newhaven......A2 Westerham ..........-. Al 
SMUD) Sivisicsvesees acne West Hartlepool CB ......... A 
Sevenoaks ... ce Westmorland (except 
Shaftesbury ed WEERIOMEY: yiccnccccecsssanicete A2 
Sheerness ....... ..A2 Weston-super-Mare . 
Sheffield MB .. eee WEYVDTIABS | «56500 50.000cscccsetes 
Shepton Mallet . ..A2 Weymouth (including Port- 
Sherborne ....... ..A2 land Bill, excluding Port- 
Shipley - ...... ee land Stoneyards) ......... Al 
Shoeburyness panne Whitby UD ....... Al 
Shoreham ....... on Whitby RD Al 
Shrewsbury MB .. neni Whitehaven ........ | 
Sirhowy Valleys .. eee Whitley & Monkseato DA 
Sittingbourne .... A2 Whitstable and District ...A2 
Skegness UD . me | WICKIOE™ ......cccscsessececees A 
Skipton UD ..... pee, Widnes .... an A 
SUBRIOLE RIED cccicscenacesecaes Al Wigan . 
Slough, Windsor & Eton Wigton .. 

BREE senvosossscusecssnse Wilmslow ......... 
Smethwick CB . tA Wilts. County of.. . 
Snettisham ....... ..A2 Wimborne .......... Al 
Solihull UD .......... oes Wincanton A2 
Somerset, County of...... tA2 Winchester ..... Al 
Southampton and Windermere A? 

NS arr Wisbech ........ ewA2 
a Sea A WHAM: ci crecconasce Al 
SOIIONE «5 ocveccsevienses A Withernsea UD .. ww A 
South PShicids CB. A WORN .c.sacesas 
Southwold _.... A2 Wokingham ........-. 
Spalding UD . Al Wolverhampton CB 
Stafford MB.. a Wolverton District . 
ee ma Woodbridge .......... ‘ 
Stamford MB Al Woodhall Spa UD ........0 A 
Stantonwick ... A Woodstock _....... Al 
Stevenage ... A Worcester CB ... wh 
Stockport ...... A Workington ...... vA 
Stockton RD .. A Worksop MB ... A 
Stockton-on-Tees B. A WORCHIOS ccis.csessess 
Stoke-on-Trent CB ... A Wrexham (incl. Cefn).. 
Stoke Orchard ..... Al Wroughton sense 
Stourbridge MB .. ee rr . 
Stourport UD .. oseuk Wymondham seeenaeees 
Stowmarket ..........csss000+ Al M2 
Stratford-on-Avon MB...... A OM « ecccccssaek enantio 
Stroud (RD Area) < Yeovil aan _ 
Sunderland CB .... vel Vous CB cccces qr 
Sunningdale .....ccscrssccsess Al Ystalyfera..........csneceeseeee 


s. Id.: 


Labourers, 3s. 64d. tPlus 2d. per working day. {This is the County rate and applies except where higher grades are stated. 
Note.—Carpenters and Joiners providing own tools when employed in tennis operating under the Supplementary Rules for Woodworking Factories and Shops, rece!’ 
2d. per day; when employed on other building industry work, 4d. per day. 


Women’s RaTES.—In all districts throughout the country the rate of wages for women engaged in craft processes is 3s. 14d. per hour. 
craft processes, 2s. 94d. per hour. 





For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page 992 


Women engaged on work other than 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 
SOUTHERN COUNTIES AWARD 


N examination for scholarships to be 


4% awarded next year by the Southern 
Counties Scholarship and Welfare Fund for 
Higher Education in Building will be held at 
Reading University on July 24 and 25, 1956. 
Candidates, who must still be undergoing 
full-time general education at a_ school 
within the southern counties region, must 
on April 1, 1956, be at least 16 years of 
age. The examination subjects are: English; 
Literature and General Knowledge; Mathe- 
matics; Chemistry and Physics. Document 
SF2, obtainable from Sterling Buildings, 
Carfax, Horsham, gives full details of the 
conditions of entry and award. The scholar- 
ships, which can range in value up to £200 
per annum for a term of two or three years, 
are to assist the successful candidates to 
take a full-time course of building technology 
at a university or technical college. 


TIMBER COURSE 

Dr. H. E. Desch, FRICS, timber consult- 
ant, 11, Haymarket, SWI (Tel. Nos.: 
Trafalgar 5123 and Whitehall 5847), has 
announced that he will repeat his one-week 
timber course at Oxford from January 2 to 
7, 1956. 


CWMBRAN CHAIRMAN 
The Minister of Housing and Local 
Government, Mr. Duncan Sandys, has 


appointed Lady Rhys-Williams as chairman 
of Cwmbran Development Corporation in 
succession to Mr. T. H. Huxley Turner, who 
has been chairman since the Corporation 
was set up in November, 1949. The 
Minister has reappointed the deputy chair- 
man and the four members of the Corpora- 
tion, with the addition of the Rev. Gordon 
Lang. 


NEW VICE-CHAIRMAN 


Mr. George A. Keer, kilns manager, J. 
Gliksten and Son, Ltd., and until recently 
hon. treasurer of the Kiln Owners’ Associa- 
tion, was elected vice-chairman of that body 
at the annual general meeting on November 
22. Mr. Keer is also the Kiln Owners’ 
Association representative on the Timber 
Development Association Council and acted 
as chairman of the OEEC mission to 
America to study kiln drying and condition- 
ing of timber. 


PENSIONS FOR TRAVELLERS 


The United Commercial Travellers’ Asso- 

ciation of Great Britain and Ireland, follow- 
ing the standards of practice agreed with 
the Incorporated Sales Managers’ Associa- 
lion, is to press full support for the adop- 
tion of superannuation schemes, for com- 
mercial travellers, by employing firms, in 
conformity with available schemes covering 
other employees in trades and industry. It 
also calls for the instituting of holidays with 
pay by all employers. 


COUNTRY MARKET, AD 2000 


_A huge country market built on advanced 
lines to provide an out-of-town shopping al- 
‘enative to neighbouring, congested urban 
areas is the subject of the latest scheme 
Planned by the Glass Age Development 
Committee. This committee, consisting of 
Messrs. G. A. Jellicoe, FRIBA, AMTPI, 
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Edward D. Mills, FRIBA, and Ove Arup 
and Partners, was convened last year by Pil- 
kington Brothers to produce schemes pro- 
viding a forecast of what major architectural 
features could be like by the year AD 2000 
if planners were allowed a completely free 
hand. None of the schemes is intended 
for actual development, and this year the 
committee has commissioned Gordon and 
Eleanor Michell, AA.RIBA, to draw up a 
plan for redeveloping a site in the Black 
Country, between Wolverhampton and Bir- 
mingham, as a country market. 


PAINT MANUFACTURERS’ AGM 


At the eleventh annual general meeting of 
the Society of British Paint Manufacturers, 
Ltd., held at the Dorchester Hotel, London, 
on November 8, it was announced that Mr. 
C. D. O’Sullivan had been appointed presi- 
dent and Mr. T. S. Dally vice-president for 
the year 1955-1956. The five vacancies on 
the council were filled by the election of 
the following: Mr. N. M. Hadfield (Had- 
fields (Merton), Ltd.); Col. F. W. Jones 
(Leyland Paint and Varnish Co., Ltd.); Mr. 
D. McR. Massie (Donald Macpherson and 
Co., Ltd.); Mr. C. H. Slade (The British 
Domolac Co., Ltd.); Mr. H. F. L. Turner 
(Chas. Turner and Son, Ltd.). 


MR. DAWES’ RETIREMENT 

Mr. Wilfrid Dawes, MInstGasE, retired 
from the Woodall-Duckham Construction 
Co., Ltd. (Gas and Coke Oven Engineers), 
on October 31, after 36 years’ service on 
the engineering staff. During the past eight 
years he has had charge of the safety 
department of the company, and his interest 
in industrial accident prevention gave him 
the opportunity of forming the London 
Building and Engineering Contractors’ Acci- 
dent Prevention Group three years ago. He 
was the first chairman and is now vice- 
president of the group, which started with 
15 member-firms and now has 84 building 
and engineering contractor members. Mr. 
Dawes is now available as an accident-pre- 
vention consultant. He will specialise in 
the building regulations. 


CONSULTANTS’ FEES 


Mr. Donald M. Lea, of Hoare Lea and 
Ptnrs., Birmingham, has issued a statement in 
connection with the reference to consultants’ 
fees at a recent meeting of the Birmingham 
City Council (reported in our issue of 
November 18) at which Councillor Turton 
informed the Council that consultants’ fees 
would probably have to be paid on £8,000 
spent on fuel to heat the new Colleges of 
Technology, Commerce and Art building to 
enable the builders to work during last 
winter. Mr. Lea states that as his firm 
designed the heating installation, “it may 
reasonably be assumed that we are the con- 
sultants referred to. The supply of coal has 
nothing whatever to do with us, and we 
certainly do not propose to charge fees on 
the cost of the fuel supplied.” 


OFFICIAL NOTIFICATION 
Bricks and Cement Freed 


The Minister of Housing and Local 
Government has announced (Circular No. 
64/65) that the restrictions in the use of 
bricks and cement by loca] authorities have 
now been withdrawn. 
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Constitutional Amendment Notices 


ACH year the parties to the National 
Joint Council for the Building Industry 
have the opportunity, on or before Novem- 
ber 15, to submit proposals for Constitu- 
tional Amendments of the Constitution and 
Working Rules, which are then placed before 
the Council in the following January. 

(1) This year the notices from the 
Building Operatives’ National Federation 
include one for a general wage increase of 
6d. per hour. This would be irrespective 
of the Id. per hour which is likely to become 
due next February under the sliding-scale 
clause based on the Retail Prices Index. 

(2) The operatives have also resubmitted 
a proposal, already before the Council, for 
extending the guaranteed payments (under 
Working Rule 2A) to the total working 
hours of a normal week. 

Other notices from the NFBTO are:— 

(3) For doubling the present extra pay- 
ments in NWR 3A relating to discomfort, 
inconvenience or risk. 

(4) For revising the extra payments in 
NWR 3B for continuous extra skill or re- 
sponsibility, the proposed rates being gener- 
ally in line with the higher rates recently 
introduced by the Civil Engineering Con- 
struction Conciliation Board. 

(5) For introducing into NWR five new 
paragraphs dealing with “continuous night 
work” and providing for “regular night 
workmen ” :— - 

(i) A 40-hour week of five nights; 

(ii) a rate of wages 25 per cent. above 
the ordinary hourly rates; 

(iii) overtime on the lines of NWR 4, but 
taking into account the plus-rate of 25 %; 

(iv) double time for time worked on public 
holidays; 

(v) the making-up of time lost by reason 
of public holidays where the loss exceeds 
that of the ordinary day worker. 


THE DIFFERENTIAL 


The General Workers’ Unions have sub- 
mitted notices :— 

(6) For reducing from 63d. to 54d. the 
differential margin between the hourly rate 
for building trades craftsmen and the hourly 
rate for labourers. 

(7) For decreasing from 3d. per hour to 
2d. per hour the differentia] rate (below the 
craft rate) for qualified tubular scaffolders. 

(8) For increasing the shift rates for 
watchmen to correspond with an increase 
of 6d. in the hourly rates for operatives. 

The Amalgamated Society of Wood- 
workers has submitted Notices for new 
Extra Payments under NWR 3 of :— 

(9) 3d. per hour for operatives using a 
cartridge shot-gun. 

(10) 2d. per hour for operatives when 
using mould oil. 

(11) The NFBT Employers has submitted 
a Notice for altering the wage-differential 
of women operatives so that women engaged 
on craft processes would get 75 per cent. 
of the rate for male craftsmen instead of 
104d. below it, as at present. 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


A. E. A. Prowting, Ltd., have announced the 
following changes in their board of directors, which 
is now constituted as follows: Mr. P. B. PRowTING, 
managing ‘director; Mr. L. Eteson, AIQS, general 
manager: Mr. W. HawkINs, company secretary; MR. 
P. A. Davies, FACCA, FRICS, financial director. 
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PENSIONS IN THE 
BUILDING INDUSTRY 


Advantages of NFBTE Scheme 

At the meeting of the council of the 

National Federation of Building Trades 
Employers held on November 23, Mr. 
Norman Longley, the hon. treasurer of the 
federation, presented the annual report of 
the trustees of the Staff Pension Fund, the 
body appointed by the NFBTE to administer 
the pension and retirement schemes estab- 
lished by the federation for the benefit of 
employees of member firms. This report 
shows that not only has the steady expansion 
of the membership of the fund continued 
during the year, but that the trustees have 
considerably improved and extended the 
facilities offered. 

The trustees offer to federated employers 
two schemes: first, the staff scheme, intended 
for permanent staff employees, providing a 
life assurance benefit equivalent to one year’s 
salary and a pension varying in amount 
according to salary and length of service; 
there are alternative scales of benefits. the 
cost varying according to the scale applied. 
Second, the operatives’ scheme, intended for 
operatives in regular employment, provid- 
ing retirement benefit and life assurance 
benefit varying in amount according to 
length of service. 

The trustees have published a new 
brochure containing full particulars of the 
two schemes which they operate. In this 
brochure the trustees list the seven follow- 


ing reasons why federated firms will find’ 


it advantageous to make their superannua- 
tion arrangements through these schemes. 
They are :— 

(1) The administrative machinery is con- 
trolled by trustees appointed by and directly 
responsible to the council of the National 
Federation as part of the National Federa- 
tion’s service to its members. 

. (2) Administrative expenses are borne by 

the National Federation. ; 

(3) The schemes are available to all 
members—large or small—on the same terms. 

(4) Continuous review of the schemes is 
conducted by the trustees in consultation with 
their insurance and legal advisers, to keep 
them in line with the most up-to-date practice. 

(5) The trustees can arrange for free advice 
to be obtained upon retirement benefit prob- 
lems of directors. 

(6) The schemes operate upon a national 
basis to embrace the whole industry. 

(7) The size of the schemes makes evidence 
of health of entrants as a rule unnecessary. 
In their report to the council the 

trustees call attention to a profit-sharing 
arrangement which they have negotiated for 
the staff scheme, which, owing to the size 
of the scheme, gives contributing employers 
a financial advantage which would not be 
obtainable elsewhere. 

The trustees stress that the greater the 
support which members give to the NFBTE 
schemes the greater the services and benefits 
which the trustees will be able to offer. 

The NFBTE state that the Staff Pension 
Fund’s conception of industry-wide arrange- 
ments for superannuation is one which is 
in line with modern thinking, and with the 
recommendations of recent Government 
committees which have been concerned with 
the problems of provision for old age and 
retirement. 

The trustees will be glad to send any 
federated employer a copy of a new 
brochure or to answer inquiries, which 
should be addressed to the Secretary to the 
Trustees of the Staff Pension Fund of the 
NFBTE, 82, New Cavendish-street, W1. 
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NEW COMPANIES 


THE FOLLOWING NEW COMPANIES, registered 
in England, have been announced by Jordan 
and Sons, Ltd., company registration agents. 


W. T. Field, Ltd. (555743.) Regd. October 8, 
1955. 7, The Close, Chilwell, Notts. Bldg. contr. 
Nom. cap.: £5,000. Dir.: N. K. Field. 

Albert Ayling & Co., Ltd. (555688.) Regd. October 


8, 1955. 4, Franklin-rd., Shoreham-by-Sea. Bldrs., 
contrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir.: A. R. H. 
Ayling. 


Barflo, Ltd. (555692.) Regd. October 8, 1955. 1. 
Lincolns Inn Fields, WC2.  Bldrs., bldrs.’ mchts., 
etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir.: B. K. Cheele. 

Wessex Road Construction Co., Ltd.  (555742.) 
Regd. October 8, 1955. 2, Spring Garden-la., 
Gosport, Hants. Bidrs., bldg. contractors, civil 
engrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £100. Dir.: M. R. Berney. 

J. H. Fawkes, Ltd. (555797.) -Regd. October 11, 


1955. 1, Park-cres., Southport. Bldg. contrs. Nom. 
cap.: £1,000. Permt. dir.: J. H. Fawkes. 

J.R.G. Building Co., Ltd. (555798.) Regd. October 
Li, 955. Nom. cap.: £10,000. Permt. dir.: H. 
Griffiths, 2, Beach Cliff, Esplanade, Penarth. 

J. Waddington (Builders), Ltd. (555831.) Regd. 
October 12, 1955. 221, Woodhouse-la., Leeds, 2. 


Nom. cap.: £5,000. Permt. dir.: H. B. Hall. 

Lakeland Buildings, Ltd. (555832.) Regd. October 
12, 1955. 8, Clarence-ave., Cleveleys, nr. Blackpool, 
Lancs. Bldrs. and contrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £3,000. 
Dir.: C. Thornley. 

A. Booker & Son, Ltd. (555871.) 
13, 1955. Bldrs. and contrs. Nom. 
Permt. dir.: Mrs. A. E. Booker, Woodcroft, Mill 
Lane, Arundel, Sussex. 

Geo. Brereton & Son, Ltd. (555887.) Regd. 
October 13, 1955. 2, Woodcote Bank, Highfield 
South, Rockferry, Cheshire. Bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: 
£2,000. ir.: G. Brereton. 

V. G. Brooks, Ltd. (555917.) 


Regd. October 
cap.: £4,000. 


Regd. October 13, 


1955. 57, High-st., Chalfont St. Peter, Bucks. Bldrs 
and decorators. Nom. cap.: £3,000. Dir.: V. G. 
Brooks. 

Angell & Son (Builders), Ltd. (555944.) Regd. 
October 14, 1955. 20, Charlotte-st., Wl. Nom. cap.: 


£100. Dir.: P. E. Angell. 

L. J. Pine, Ltd. (555976.) Regd. October 15, 1955. 
Four Winds, Castle-ave., Warblington, Hants. Bldg. 
and civil engineering contrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £500. 
Permt. dir.: L. J. Pine. 

Winco (Bidrs.), Ltd. (555992.) 
1955. 59, Valley-rd., Rickmansworth, Herts. 
cap.: £500. Permt. dir.: C. G. Winchester. 


Regd. October 15, 
Nom. 
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THE ORIGINAL 


JOINTLESS FLOOR 


IN MANY COLOURS 
PLAIN OR MARBLE 


ALSO 


ALL OTHER TYPES OF 
FLOORS SUPPLIED AND 
LAID IN ANY PART OF 
ENGLAND AND WALES 


OFFICES & WORKS: 

LONDON: VICTORIA 6176 Sales Office (2 lines) 
MOLESEY 6011 (3 lines) 
BIRMINGHAM: EDGBASTON 1178 (2 lines) 
BRIDGEND, GLAM.: BRID. 736 
MANCHESTER: DEANSGATE 5971 
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OVERSEAS BUILDING 
[From Our Own Correspondents} 


*CEYLON.—Several prominent business. § 
men are considering setting up a cement 
factory in Ceylon to produce 100,000 ton; 
annually. At the same time, the Gover. 
ment are proceeding with their plans to add | 
a second kiln to the State cement factory, 
It is hoped that the proposed extension yill 
raise the potential output of the factory from 
80,000 tons to nearly 200,000 tons. Although | 
there is some prospect of the demand for 
cement increasing because of the proposed 
developments under the Government's six: | 
year programme of investment and other | 
developments in the industrial field, demand 
during the previous two years has been | 
running at about the level of 200,000 tons 
per year. i 

A new Rs.5m. company has been incor- § 
porated to take over the assets and good- 
will of the Mount Lavinia and Grand 
Oriental Hotels, two of the principal hotels 
in the Colombo area. The new company, 
Ceylon Hotels, Ltd., propose to build, 
acquire and develop a chain of modem | 
hotels throughout the island.... At the 
conference of the Consultative Committe 
of the Colombo Plan held in Singapore 
recently the United States offered to install 
an atomic reactor in the South-East Asia 
area as a regional centre for nuclear train- 
ing and research. The facilities in Ceylon 
for such a project are being considered and 
several member countries are reported to be | 
agreeable to its location there. j 


*GOLD COAST .—Ashanti Stone Product | 
(IDC), Ltd., Kumasi, is undertaking anf 
expansion programme and the production | 
of prefab concrete houses of a type de 
veloped in the United Kingdom is in mind. 
... A new company—Gold Coast Hotels 
(IDC), Ltd.—has been formed to control 
the new Accra Hotel and any other hotel 
that may be established in future from 
public funds. 


HONDURAS. — An _ economic review | 
published recently by the Central Bank oi | 
Honduras deals in detail with several pre 
jects which are now in hand. The Ministr) 
of Development in the new financial year 
is preparing a comprehensive plan for th | 
maintenance of roads. In order that this | 
programme may be effective, that is that! 
may include all the 2,496 km. of highwa)s | 
which constitute the road network of Hom | 
duras, it has been estimated that it will & 
necessary to make substantial investment 
in equipment, and also to construct several 
additional workshops for the maintenant 
of this equipment. The entire programm | 
which is included in the first three years 0 © 
the Five-Year Plan will cost, it is estimated. | 
about £20m. of which about £5m. will bt) 
spent in the period 1955-56, £9m. in 1956-5), 
and the remainder in 1957-58. 

Another important plan which is me 
tioned is the highway between Tegucigalp: 
and Comayagua. ... Considerable sums 0 | 
money have been allocated for the roads 
from San Pedro Sula to Puerto Cortes, {fom © 
San Pedro Sula to Santa Rosa-Nueve Oct E 
peque, from Progreso to Tela, from Li 
Esperanza to Gracias, La Ceiba to Mat 
chito, Juticalpa to Catacamas, Danli to Valk § 

"a 
* From the Board of Trade Special Register It 
formation Service. 
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de Jamastran to Walle de Azacualpa, Puerto 
Castilla to Rio Aguan, and several others, 
on all of which either work or studies are in 
hand. 

The Rio Lindo hydro-electric project, also 
in the review, is receiving attention from 
several Government offices concerned with 
this important scheme. In the past few 
months groups of experts have been brought 
to the country for the preparation of pre- 
liminary studies, and lately there has been 
a mission from the International Bank to 
explore the possibility of financing it. On 
the basis of the mission’s report, the 
Government have put out to tender the 
preparation of geological, topographical, and 
hydrological studies. This preparatory 
stage will probably last more than a year, 
whereas the construction of the dam and 
installation of the hydro-electric plant and 
transmission lines will take an estimated 
three to four years. 

Among the many other works being 
planned, there are several connected with 
education and health. According to the 
review,.a UNESCO mission is to participate 
in the drafting of a programme of school 
building construction. The World Health 
Organisation is also to assist in the improve- 
ment of State hospital facilities with special 
attention to new construction. The 
Directorate General of Public Works has in 
hand the preparation of plans for a colony 
of cheap houses in the vicinity of Teguci- 
galpa. Construction of houses is to begin 
next year. This Department is also making 
plans for the improvement of the principal 
airports . . . Irrigation is to be speeded up 
and a number of dams are scheduled for 
construction during the next five years. 


HONG KONG.—A new weaving factory 
is to be set up in Hong Kong some time 
next year by the Pacific Worsted Mills Co., 
Queen’s Road Central, Hong Kong.... 
There has been some movement recently 
regarding a proposed new reservoir for the 
island. Investigations of a site in the south- 
west are to start soon. It is believed that 
the reservoir will be constructed at Lantua 
Island. The investigation and survey are 
expected to take about five months. 


MALAYA.—The Minister of Communi- 
cations and Works in Singapore has said 
that $60m. will be needed to control flooding 
in the city area. The Government has 
accepted an expert report on flood allevia- 
tion, and work on the reservoir to impound 
excess water in the Bedok area will start 
48 soon as the land has been acquired. 

It Is reported that the Federation Central 
Electricity Board is to spend just over 
$100,000 in the next five years on further 
development in both power and lighting. 

It is reported that the newly launched 

Muslim College at Klang, in the Federation 
of Malaya, is planning a $7m. expansion 
Programme. About $5m. of this amount 
IS to go towards the cost of land and 
buildings, 
It is also reported that building is to start 
shortly on an eight-storey Asian Seamen’s 
Club which is estimated to cost $1,800,000. 
.-- A site has now been chosen to house 
Kuala Lumpur’s new civic centre, in which 
will be the new municipal offices, town hall 
and municipal gardens. Of the total cost 
of $33m., about $14m. is to be spent in 
1956 and $2m. in 1957, at the end of which 
it is hoped to be ready for occupation. 
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PORTUGUESE EAST AFRICA.—Work 
is scheduled to begin in the near future on 
the construction of a new receiving station 
at the port of Luanda, Portuguese East 
Africa, at an estimated cost of £50,000. The 
building is due to be completed by the end 
of 1956.... Plans are being considered 
in Lisbon for the utilisation of water power 
from the River Contador on the island of 
Sao Tome. 

The Companhia Gere] de Algodoes de 
Angola intends to install a vegetable-oil 
factory in Malange within the next two 
years. ... A great deal of telephone com- 
munication work is to be undertaken in the 
near future and buildings to house exchanges 


will be erected in various parts of the 
country. 

RHODESIA.—Tender documents have 
been issued to 13 contracting firms and 


combines for the building of townships for 
500 Europeans and 3,000 Africans and their 
families at Kariba, Rhodesia. It is hoped 
to start work early next year. These “Kariba 
towns” will be built between 500 and 1,400 
ft. above river level to avoid the head, and 
will face the prevailing wind. Because level 
ground is at a premium at Kariba, most of 
the buildings will be on terraces cut into the 
hillside and on -ridges. 

In the European township will also be 
built a church hall, school, shops, hotel, 
swimming pool and sports ground. About 
half the accommodation will consist of mar- 
ried quarters —most of it two-bedroomed 
houses, the remainder one and _ three-bed- 
roomed houses. The houses will be graded 
according to income and about one dozen 
houses will ‘be provided for the senior staff. 
Bachelors will be accommodated in two- 
storey blocks and bungalows. 

One of the biggest vacant sites in the 
Salisbury ‘business area, an acre of land 
opposite the Dutch Reformed Church in 
Jameson-avenue, has changed hands for 
£130,000. This is one of the highest prices 
ever paid in Salisbury for a site of this size. 
While plans have not yet been settled it is 
possible that a cinema will be built on the 
site. It is interesting to note that this brings 
to over £600,000 the value of land sold in 
Jameson-avenue during the past six months 
and practically completes the disposal of 
all land there for business development. 
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SWEDEN.—Fiskeby Fabriks AB a firm 
of large kraft and wrapping-paper manu- 
facturers in Sweden is to build a néw 
sulphate mill with an estimated capacity of 
60,000 tons adjacent to the company’s pre- 
sent mills at Skarblacka and Ljusfors in the 
province of Ostergotland. The plant is to be 
completed in three years at a cost of 
£4,140,000. 


ASBESTOS CEMENT SHEETS 


*Mr. J. F. Dastur, director of Colonial 
Distributors Ltd., PO Box 1246, Kampala, 
Uganda, would welcome agencies for United 
Kingdom manufacturers of asbestos cement 
sheets, and steel circles. Manufacturers in- 
terested in this agency inquiry should write 
direct to Mr. Dastur. Telephone inquiries 
to Chancery 4411, ext. 776, quoting ref.: 
ESB /23197/55. 


TEXTILE MILL FOR NIGERIA 


A contract for the design and construc- 
tion of a new textile mill in Kaduna, 
Nigeria, has been awarded to Taylor Wood- 
row (West Africa), Ltd., by David Whitehead 
and Sons, Ltd., of Rawtenstall, Lancs, 
managing agents for the recently formed 
Kaduna Textiles, Ltd., which is sponsored 


by the Northern Regional Development 
Board of the Government of Northern 
Nigeria. 


The Taylor Woodrow design incorporates 
a tubular steel Arcon frame, to be supplied 
by their associated company Taylor Wood- 
row (Building Exports), Ltd., which, 650 ft. 
long and 225 ft. wide, will be possibly the 
largest single prefabricated structure to be 
exported from the United Kingdom. The 
mill is scheduled to be finished in 12 months. 
When the Sardauna of Sokoto visited the 
United Kingdom recently it was stated that 
the total cost of the project would be £14m. 


TWO MIDDLE EAST CONTRACTS 


In the face of keen international com- 
petition, including offers from USA, Ger- 
many, France and Italy, two contracts for 
mobile cranes have just been secured by 
R. H. Neal and Co., Ltd., of London and 
Grantham. These cranes have been ordered 
by the Egyptian Republic Railways and the 
Persian Customs Department. The value of 
the contracts exceeds £120,000. 


BRIDGE CONTRACT, IRAK 


Irak has given a contract for a £417,670 
steel railway bridge to Holloway Brothers 
(London) building and civil engineering 
contractors. The bridge will span the 
Diyala river in Baqubah, a“city 35 miles 
north-east of Baghdad. There was strong 
foreign competition. 


ROADS CONTRACT, PAPUA 

George Wimpey and Company has 
been awarded a large contract to build roads, 
bridges and other engineering projects for 
oil companies conducting excavation work 
in southern Papua. 

The contract is said to be probably the 
biggest single development since the search 
for oil started in Papua some years ago. 
About 60 men will be brought from Britain 
by the company, and another 40 men will be 
recruited in Australia. The companies 
engaged in the oil search in Papua are British 
Petroleum and Australasian Petroleum. 
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Building Slow-down at Glenrothes 


THE Development Corporation of Glen- 

rothes are not to enter into any new 
commitments for the building of houses for 
transferred miners until the manning of the 
Rothes pit has caught up with the progress 
already made in the new town. This is 
stated in a letter issued on November 23 
to Fife County Council by the Department 
of Health for Scotland. 

The letter points out that the planned 
provision of houses and other facilities is 
outrunning the transfer of miners to the 
area, and that the 708 houses at present 
under construction are sufficient to meet the 
Coal Board’s estimated requirements up to 
the middle of 1958. It states that the Secre- 
tary of State does not feel justified in 
authorising the Development Corporation to 
enter into new commitments meantime for 
the building of further houses for trans- 
ferred miners. It also asks the county coun- 
cil to consider to what extent they are 
prepared to co-operate in the running of 
the new town during the interim period until 
the need for further houses for transferred 
miners is established. 


The Secretary of State wishes to make it 
known that: The Government have in no 
way departed from the original conception 
and purpose of the Glenrothes new town; 
the Government will continue its efforts to 
secure industrial projects for the new town; 
and this decision does not affect Government 
policy regarding East Kilbride or the pro- 
posed new town at Cumbernauld. 


Princes Street-gardens Car Park 


EDINBURGH CORPORATION has approved 
the draft of a provisional order for the 
proposed underground car park in East 
Princes Street-gardens. There now remains 
a further meeting to determine whether the 
city should seek the order. There is con- 
tinued objection to this scheme by various 
cultura] and other societies on grounds of 
esthetics and tradition, and the minority 
Labour section of the council is also oppos- 
ing the scheme. 

Meantime, the city has instructed the City 
Engineer to investigate a car park site to 
hold 500 vehicles in the area between Castle- 
terrace and Kings Stables-road. Three plans 
are at present under consideration for this 
area: a stage one plan to take 287 cars at a 
cost of £56,000, and a stage two plan to pro- 
vide a parking deck above the park, to take 
a further 218 cars and to cost £65,400. 


Glasgow Redevelopment Proposal 


GLASGOW CORPORATION has remitted to 
a sub-committee for report a proposal that 
private architects be invited to co-operate 
in the redevelopment of the city. It is 
pointed out that the City Architect’s Depart- 
ment has so many commitments in addition 
to housing, such as schools and other public 
buildings, that their resources of technical 
skill are stretched to the limit. Faced with 
a major redevelopment plan within the older 
city, the need for extra staff and experience 
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SCOTTISH BUILDING 
TRADE WAGES 
WOLLOWING are rates of wages 

authorised by the Scottish National 
Joint Council as from April 18, 1955. 
They apply to the whole of Scotland, 
including the islands of Orkney, 
Shetland, etc. 
Grade A: Craftsmen, 4s.; Labourers, 3s. 54d. 
For apprentices, the rates are: 


Percentage of For week of 


Year Craftsman’s rate. 44 hours. 
s 

Ist 25 440 

2nd 334 58 8 

3rd oy te 33 hae 88 0 

4th ay ne .. 66} 117 4 

Sth ‘ ss 132 0 


Operatives on craft operations (at end of s. d. 
probationary period) . oe is oe 
Operatives on labouring operations (at 


end of probationary period) 2 














is evident. In order to expedite develop- 
ment work and to ensure a high architec- 
tural standard, the Corporation may there- 
fore sponsor open competitions, with the 
Royal Incorporation of Architects in Scot- 
land as the formulators of the conditions, 
or alternatively appoint private architects to 
undertake sponsored work in given sections 
or areas. 


Building Conference 

THE third open conference by the Scottish 
Association for Building Education will be 
held at the Building Centre, Sauchiehall- 
street, Glasgow, on December 3. Its two 
main subjects for discussion will be “ New 
Building Techniques and the Future of 
Established Techniques,” and “ Training the 
Builder of the Future.” 


£72,000 Stranraer School 


STRANRAER Dean of Guild Court passed 
plans on November 17 for the first new 
school to be built in the burgh for nearly 
20 years. The school will cost £72,000 and 
will have eight classrooms. It will incor- 
porate the first playing-fields in the burgh. 
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Acoustic and Insulation Division 
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Sole Distributors for Scotland: 
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NEW BUILDINGS 


Dumbartonshire.—Plans have been prepared for g 
home for old persons at the Drumchape! housing 
site. Architect, Archibald G. Jury (F), Housing 
Offices, Glasgow Cross, The Trongate, Glasgow, 

Easterhouse.—-Glasgow Corporation has approved 
a new development of the Easterhouse-Millhousg 
housing scheme consisting of 900 houses; and als 
of a further development of the Sorby and Powfoot 


aggre + 


FRICS, 20, Bath-st.; at 
Mansfield-st., Paladin-ave., 
Mossfield, Ian B. Simpson, 
Blythswood, Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans are in hand for a clinic (est. cos 
£60,000) at the Cranhill housing scheme. Plans by 
the Architectural & Planning Department, Municipal 

ices, Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans are to be prepared for additions 
at Dumbarton-rd. and Primrose-st. for extension to 
St. Paul’s junior secondary school. Council A, John 
Macnab (F), Education Offices, Bata-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans have been prepared by their 
architects for building for new works at Drumoyne. 
rd., Langlands, and Shieldhall-rd., Govan, for th | 
Greengate & Irwell Rubber Co., Ltd., Govan, 
Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans have been approved for A. R 
Stevenson & Ptnrs., Ltd., Blythswood, for commer. 
cial garage and additions at St. Vincent-st. Archi. 
tects, George Boswell, Mitchell & Johnstone (F&A), 
256, West George-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans are in hand for new administra. 
tive buildings for the Scottish Wholesale Co-operative 


Cairn-st., Wedderloo-dr,, 
Closeburn-st., and 4 
FRICS, 180 


& 
housing site. Architect, Archibald G. Jury (f) ; 
Housing Offices, Glasgow Cross, The Trongate. § 
Glasgow. '§ 

Glasgow.—Corporation has appointed the under. : 
noted quantity surveyors for the following schemes 
Aged persons’ flats at Castlemilk, William R. Mackay. r 

/ 


Hope-st : 


Soc., Ltd., at Morrison-st. (North), and Patterson 
st. (South). Architect, Kenneth G. Masson (F), 119, 
Paisley-rd., Kinning Park, Glasgow. 


Glasgow.—Corporation is considering plans for 
additions and alterations, etc., at 321 to 333, Argyll | 
st., Anderston, for Maxwell, Ltd., engineers, 321 
Argyll-st., Glasgow. Plans by their own architects 

Glasgow.—Plans are in hand for a. telephone 
exchange at an approved site by the corporation at 
Croftfoot-rd. Plans by the MoW architectural | 
department, Broomhouse-dr., Shaughton, Edinburgh. | 

Greenock.—Plans are in hand for health clinic and § 
staff accommodation, consulting rooms, dental sur F 
gery, ophthalmic and school clinic and public waiting i 
rooms; and a unit comprising three medical prac 
titioners’ surgeries with consulting and waiting rooms § 
and two houses for staff accommodation. Council 7 
A, Robert L. Rankine, Municipal-bldgs., Wallace-sq., 
Greenock. 

Hamilton.—TC are to invite offers for the erection 
of 80 two-apartment houses in two-storey flats at th 
Edward-st. and Burnblea-st. development scheme. 

Inverness-shire.—Plans are in the hands of their 
architects for a new factory at North Uist site for | 
the North Uist Alginate Industries, Ltd., Kames, | 
est. cost, £29,0000. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans have been approved for bank 


buildings at Greenlees-rd., Cambuslang. Architects 
MacClure, Naismith & Brodie, 77, St. Vincent-st 
Glasgow. 


Lanarkshire.—Plans have been prepared by their 
own engineering staff, 195, West George-st., Glasgow 
for new buildings at The Clyde Iron Works, Toll- 
cross, for Colville, Ltd. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans have been approved fo: scheme 
of conversion for new café, also the erection ol 
filling service station, and stables, at an Abington 
site. Architects, Whyte & Barrie (F&F), 38, High 
st., Lanark. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans prepared by their architects 
have been approved for extensions, together with the 
reconstruction of the office buildings at Coalbum 
for A. & W. Bernard & Co., Ltd., Brachead Mill 
Coalburn. ; 

Lanarkshire.—Plans, prepared by their archi 
tects, have been approved for a Catholic church 
for the Archdiocese of Motherwell-Wishaw, # 
Inzievar-ter., Carmyle. ’ f 

Lanarkshire.—Plans, prepared by their arch: 
tects, have been approved for new block of buildine 
at Dewan Brae-rd., Rutherglen, for The River Bo 
& Nut Co., Ltd., 74, York-st., Anderston, Glasgow 

Lanarkshire.—Plans, prepared by their architecls 
for 82 houses for the Corporation of Lanark, at ¥ © 
Wheatpark and the Globe housing developments 
have been approved. me 

Lanarkshire.—Plans have been approved for scheme 
of houses as a third development of the Murray si 
5. Architect, Frank L. Scott (L), Torrence Hous | 
East Kilbride. » 

Midlothian.—Plans, prepared by the compat} 
architects, have been approved for a cinema for th | 
Caledonian Associated Cinemas, Ltd. (est. %® | 
£44,000) at a site in Penicuick. i 

Perthshire.—Plans have been approved for a Jun!” 


a 


secondary school (est. cost £167,000) at a sl © 
Goodlyburn. Architects, Ian Moodie (A), Colt 
Education Offices, York-pl., Perth, and Allison 
Hutchieson (F&F), 27, | Kirkwynd, _ Kirkcald 


Engineers, James Gentiles & Son, MinstCE, Fergu! 
pl., Kirkcaldy. by thet | 

Stirlingshire.—Plans have been prepared B- 
architects for new buildings at The Faster or ie 
housing site (est. cost £14,000) for the Falk 
District Co-op. Soc., Ltd., 200, Grahams-td., Fa 
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FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 





Full details of Public Appointments open will be 
found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included in 
this list see previous issues. Those with an asterisk 
are advertised in this number. The dates at the heads 
of paragraphs are those for the submission of tenders; 
a dagger (+) denotes closing date for applications; the 
name and address at the end refer to the person from 
whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


DECEMBER 6. 
Minor works at 19 schools. 


DECEMBER 7. 

*+North Eastern Trading Esta 

Peterlee. Secretary, Team Valley, 
Dep. £3 3s. 

*;Watford BC. 


*+Bucks CC.- County 


A, Aylesbury. 





» Ltd.—Factory at 
Gateshead 11 
Meri- 


—225 houses and 42 garages, 


den estate. BE&S. Dep. £5 Ss 
DECEMBER 9. 
*+Birmingham Reg. Hosp. Board.—Adaptation 
work, Dudley-rd. Hospital. D. A. Goldfish (F), 10, 


Augustus-rd., Birmingham, 15. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders 
by January 11. 
“*+Wandsworth MBC.—(a) Three-storey 
flats at Charlwood-rd., Putney; (b) 3 Fouses at 
villeerd., Clapham. TC, Municipal-b!dgs. 
DECEMBER 10. 

*+Basildon UDC.—One terrace of 3 houses 
pairs of houses at ‘Langham-ecres., Billericay 
108, High-st., Billericay. 2 


block of 6 
Abbe- 


and 6 

E&S, 
Dep. £2 2s 

DECEMBER 12. 

*Durham CC.—Alterations at Occupation Centre, 
School-st.. Hebburn. County A, South-st. 

*+Norfolk CC.—Divisional Surveyor’s Office and 
Stores at Horsham St. Faith’s. County A, 27, Thorpe- 
rd., Norwich. 

*+ West Riding cc -—(1) Caretaker’s house at Thry- 
bergh Sec. Sch.: (2) construction of hard lawn tennis 
netball courts, etc., at Stanley Sec. Mod. Sch.: (3) 
internal renovations at Bretton Hail College. County 
A, Bishopgarth, Westfield-rd., Wakefield. Dep. £2 2s 
Applications for (3) by December 5. 

*York City C.—36 flats and maisonettes at 
Chaloners-rd. City A, 8, St. Leonard’s-pl. Dep. £1 
DECEMBER 13. 

*tIsle of Ely CC.—Four bungalows and three sets 
of farm buildings at Willow Row Farms, Ten Mile 
Bank, Littleport. County A, County Hall, March 

Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by January 7. 
DECEMBER 14. 

*Bridgwater BC.—70 houses at Svdenham estate 
Contract No. 32. Boro’ A, Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s 

**Durham CC.—Retiring room and cubicles, etc., 
at Assize Courts. County A, South-st. 

_*Sheffield City C.—Applications invited for inclu- 
sion in panels of approved contractors. City A, 


Town Hall. 
DECEMBER 15. 

*Glasgow Corp.—Various works for (1) 40 aged 
persons’ flats at Tormusk-rd, unit No. 3, area K3; 
(2) 32 aged persons’ flats at Ardencraig-rd., unit 
No. 3, area Y3. Architectural & Planning Dept., 
20, Trongate. 

DECEMBER 16. 


*tEast Suffolk CC.—Sec. mod. sch. at Halesworth 


County A, County Hall, Ipswich. Tenders by 
January 16 

_*Lowestoft BC.—40 houses, The Beeches estate, 
Normanston-dr. E. 

*tSomerset EC.—Erection of Combe Down Sec. 


_ Sch. 

Taunton. 

*Walthamstow BC. —Demolition < deains in 
Back-rd and Bulletin-rd. Boro’ A. E&S 
f DECEMBER 17. 

Barnes bac -—Alteration works and additions to 
complete three lock-up shops at Mortlake High-st. 
BE&S, Municipal Offices. 

“Havant and Waterloo UDC.—Pavilion. Recreation 
Ground, Purbrook Heath. E&S, 1, Park-rd. North, 


avant 
DECEMBER 19. 
*Acton BC.—Alterations and 
ublic Library, High-st. BE. 
+ Ashton-under- Lyne BC.—134 flats and maison- 


W. J. Deacon, Chief Ed. Officer, Trull- 


additions, Central 


ettes, Charlestown. TC. 
#4 
‘Beds EC. Building, heating. hot and cold 

Water and gas services, also electrical instal lation, for 
Z county primary, junior and infants’ school, 
utnoe estate, Goldington, Bedford. County A 
Bedford. F 
Pvt 
ec ‘Hampshire CC.—Fire station at Fordingbridge. 
ounty A, The Castle. Dep. £1 1s. 


*Sittingbourne and Milton UDC.—10 houses at 


Canterbury-rd. estate. E&S, Central-ave. Dep. £3 3s. 
DECEMBER 20. 
PM ns Standing Joint Committee.—Police station, 
mpthill unty A, Bedford. 
‘ : DECEMBER 21. 
T ‘Luton.—Extension of club, Oxen-rd., for the High 
own (Non-Political) Club. Secretary. 


DECEMBER 28. 
*Southend-on-Sea CB.—Erection of Cliffs Pavilion 
at Station-rd., Westcliff-on-Sea. Boro’ A ( 
Alexandra-st. Dep. £2. 
DECEMBER 30. 


» YS; 


*Southend-on-Sea CB.—Old people’s home, Pantile- 
ave. Boro’ A, 30, Alexandra-st. Den. £2. 
DECEMBER 31. 
*Luton TC.—(a) 6 shops and maisonettes, Abbots- 


24 flats 


estate. 


wood-rd.; and (b) 6 shops and maisonettes, 
and 20 garages, The Crossway, Farley Hill 
BE. Dep. £2 2s each. 
JANUARY 2. 
*Alton RDC.—Two vehicle garages at 
Bordon. E, Council Offices. 
Birmingham City C.—Branch 


Alton and 


bank premises with 


flat above at 891-3, Walsall-rd., Gt. Barr. City A 
Dep. £2 2s 
JANUARY 3. 
*Bradford City C.—13 houses and shops, various 
sites. City E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
JANUARY 9. 
*Dartford BC.—72 dwellings at Temple Hill neigh- 
bourhood unit, site 7. BS, The Bridge House. Dep. 


£2-2s: 
JANUARY 16. 

*Bucks CC.—Erection of or addit 
to various schools, etc. (12 contr 


ions or alterations 
>ts) County A, 





Aylesbury Dep. £2 2s. each contract 
. JANUARY 20. 

*Lincoln (Parts of Kesteven) CC.—Uperading of 
main block of ** St. George’s ”’ residential establish- 
ment, Stamford. County A, Sleaford 

JANUARY 23. 

*Lincoln (Kesteven) EC.—First instalment, 
secondary modern school, Market Deeping 
County A, Sleaford. 


PAINTING, MATERIALS, ETC. 


DECEMBER 19. 
*Halifax CB.—Iron railings, etc., 
Sec. Sch. BE. 


Ostler Counts 


y DECEMBER 31. 
*Middleton BC.—Electrical installation for 68 houses 
and 36 flats at Hollin estate. Boro’ A. 











HEAD OFFICE ; 
4 CARLTON GARDENS, 
LONDON, S.W.1. 
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JANUARY 7. 
East Suffolk CC.—Annual tenders 
rials. County S. 


for road mate- 


MUNICIPAL AND CIVIL 
ENGINEERING WORKS, ETC. 


DECEMBER 5. 

+Samford RDC.—} mile 9-in. and 24 miles 7-in. 
dia. stoneware sewers, ¢ mile 4-in./5-in. dia. spun- 
iron rising mains and construction of two concrete 
and brick pumping stations in Brantham parish. 
Binnie, Deacon & Gourley, Engrs., Artillery House, 
Artillery-row, SWI Dep. £5. Tenders by 
January 2. 

DECEMBER 19. 

East Barnet UDC.—Road reconstruction works at 
Church Hill-rd., comprising laying of 1,000 lin. yds. 
6-in./12-in. sewers, removal of existing road, construc- 
tion and laying of 12,000 sq. yds. 10-in. thick rein- 
forced vibrated concrete carriageway and ancillary 
works. E&S, Staton-rd. Dep. £2 2s. 

Walsingham RDC.—Work of trenching for, laying 
and jointing of 2$ miles 4-in./5-in. dia. CI mains 
amd incidental works in Scunthorpe parish. A. P. I. 


Cotterell & Son, engrs., 54, Victoria-st., SW1. Dep. 
£3 3s. 

West Penwith RDC.—Hayle Water Scheme (first 
instalment).—Excavation for, supplying, laying, joint- 


ing and maintenance of 3,200 yds. 8-in. and 6-in. dia. 
asbestos-cement pipes with detachable joints, and 
ncillary works. Herbert Lapworth Ptnrs., Engrs., 25, 
SWI. Dep. £3 3s. 
DECEMBER 21. 
Weston-super-Mare BC.—Laying 
mains having flexible joints, (a) 3,750 lin. yds 








Victoria-st., 


of spun-iron water 
16-in. 











dia. raw water main from Sidcot to Banwell Hill, 
(b) 870 lin. yds. 16in. dia. filtered water main and 
similar length 6-in. dia. effl uent drain from Banwell 
Hill to Banwell, (c) ancillary works in connection 
with above Rofe & Raffety, Engrs., 3 Victoria- 
st., SWI. Dep. £2 2s. 

DECEMBER 31. 

Nantwich RDC,—Renewal of trunk sewer, Willas- 
ton and Wistaston; 2,300 lin. yds. 21/30-in. dia 
precast concrete pipes, together with concrete man- 
holes, including all connections from existing sewer 
and incidental works. E&S. Dep. £3 3s. 


JANUARY 2. 
Epping and Ongar RDC.—Blackmore and Deities 
hurst sewerage—10,600 yds. 6/12-in. dia. stoneware 
and spun-iron pipe sewers and construction of sewage 


disposal works. G. Norman Swayne, FSE, FIPHE, 
cons. eng 1, Victoria-st.. SW1. Dep. £5 5s 
Saerent RDC.—Ackworth, Badswort h and 


Thorpe Audlin sewerage—5,900 lin. yds. 7-in./9-in. 
dia. granite concrete and glazed stoneware pipe sewer, 
concrete tube manholes, sewage pumping Station and 


sewage disposal works, etc. Willcox, Raikes & 
Marshall, engrs., 33, Gt. Charles-st., Birmingham 3 
Dep. £5 5s 


JANUARY 3. 
Bangor City C.—Construction of two covered r.c. 


service reservoirs of 1 million gals. and 1.6 million 
gals. capacity respectively. City E. or H. Iorys 
Hughes, MICE, cons. eng 66, Victoria-st.. SW1 
Dep. £5 Ss. 

JANUARY 5. 





Guisborough UDC.—Alterations and extensions to 
existing filter Fouse; sedimentation tank in mass con- 
crete; chemical house in brickwork with tiled roof; 
sludge lagoons in earthen embankment; 250,000 gals. 
capacity r.c. service reservoir; 160 yds. 4/6-in. dia. 
spun-iron water mains, and construction of access 
roads, drains and other ancillary works at Justice 
Bank. Rofe & Raffety, engrs., 3, Victoria-st., SWI. 


Dep. £2 2s. 
JANUARY 9. 

Esher UDC.—Improvements and 
Esher and Molesey sewage disposal 
J. D. & D. M. Watson, 18, Queen Annes-gate, 
Dep. £10 10s. 

Lleyn RDC.—Construction of rolled earth jam with 
r.c. cut-off and core wails, spillway and flood tunnel 
and otter ancillary works: treatment plant bui'ding in 
brickwork and r.c.; filtered water reservoir of 250.000 
gals. capacity in r.c.; sludge lagoon and all pipe- 
work: access road and other works, and 3,800 yds 
18-in. asbestos-cement main. Howard Humphreys & 
Sons, cons. engrs., Victoria Station House, Victoria- 
st.. SWI. Dep. £10 10s. 

JANUARY 13. a 

Frome RDC.—Laying of 15.600 lin. yds. spun-iton 
and asbestos-cement water mains. 3in./8in. dia 
f r.c. service reservoir, booster station 
tank, with incidental works. 

t engrs., 25, Temple-row, 





extensions to 
works—stage 1. 


SWL, 








ham. 


Birming 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 


(LONDON) 
T.—Oswald E ,Parratt. 








Adelaide House. EC4, have been appointed as Qs 
n connection with the Camberwell House housing 
scheme 


Deptford.—Housinc.—MBC pre opose the use of the 








site of Nos. 29-31, Crescent-way for housing purposes 

Fleet Street. — CHURCH RESTORATION. — London 
Diocesan Advisory Com. — approved revised 
plans prepared by W. Godfrey Allen, FRIBA, 142 
Temple-chbrs.. Temple-ave. ECS. for restoration 
work to St. Bride's Church The restorat s to 
follow Sir Christopher Wren’s original and 
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the west gallery and vestibule will be removed and 
replaced by a small minstrel’s gallery. A fresco 
has been designed for the scheme by Glyn Jones, in 
collaboration with the architect. The scheme pro- 
vides for an inner church in the nave, planned on 
collegiate lines and enclosed by open carved oak 
screens erected between the columns of the north 
and south arcades, and for chapels at the east end 
of the north and south aisles. It is expected that the 
church will be fully restored by the autumn of 1957. 

Hornchurch.—Factory.—Conditional TP approval 
has been given to A. E. Callow for the erection of a 
factory for the assembly of metal furniture at New- 
rd., Rainham. 

Hornchurch.—HovusinGc.—Conditional TP approval 
has been given to H. F. Mulligan for the erection of 


10 semi-detached bungalows and one detached 

bungalow at the junction of Arterial-ave. and 

Orchard-ave., Rainham. 
Hornchurch.—ScHoo..—Conditional TP approval 


has been given to proposal by Rt. Rev. G. E. Beck 
for the erection of an RC primary school at St. 
Mary’s-la., Upminster. 


Leyton.—SiteE Acquisition.—Hsg. Com. recom- 
mend the acquisition of land at the rear of 89-103, 
Hainault-rd., Ell, for housing purposes. It is 
recommended that the BE&S should submit sketch 
proposals for development to TP authorities. 

Leyton.—SITE AcQuISsITION.—Hsg. Com. have 


recommended that an estimate be obtained of the cost 
of acquiring a site previously reserved for educational 
Purposes in Harringdon-rd., E11 

St. Marylebone.—F.iats.—BC approval has been 
given to preliminary plans prepared by M. E. & 
O. H. Collins, architects, 115, Old Broad-st., EC2. 
for the erection of a six-storey block of 36 flats on 
the site of Nos. 26-33, Nutford-pl. The preliminary 
Proposals include a basement car park. J 

St. Marylebone.—Fiats.—A 10-storey block of 
flats modelled on American apartments has been 
Proposed for erection on a vacant site at Lancaster- 
gate. Each of the 39 flats, which will be three- to 
four-roomed, will have a refrigeration room and the 
block will have a launderette and a squash court 
for the tenants. The architect for the scheme. O. 
Howard Leicester, FRIBA, c/o Winch, Greensted & 
Winch, solicitors, Sittingbourne, Kent, has recently 
returned to Britain after three years’ study of 
apartment-house living in the United States. . 

St. Marylebone.—O.p PeoprLe’s FLats.—An appeal 
for funds for a block of flats for old people, to be 
erected at a cost of about £30,000 on a site in 
Lanark-rd., Maida Vale, by Paddington Old People’s 
Housing Association, Ltd., has been launched. The 
block will house 17 self-contained flats, the honorary 
architect for the scheme being J. J. de Segrais, 
FRIBA, 25, Duke-st., Manchester-sq., W1. 

































































(PROVINCIAL) 


Bangor.—New church of St. 
nejd. Diocesan A: P. M. 
Offices. 

Barnsley.—TC approved plans for two blocks of 
18 three-storey flats at The Grove. 

Barrow-in-Furness.—TC appointed Wadham & 
Parker, 111, Duke-st., as architects for the construc- 
tion of a new swimming bath. 

; Birkenhead.—TC Proposes erection of Woodchurch 
fire Station in 1956 programme, £21,150 est 
_ Birmingham.—EC received Ministry approval for 
inclusion of following in 1956/7 schools programme: 
Extensions at Turves Green girls’ mod. sch., £40,678 
€st.; erection of Washwood Heath mod. sch., £154,167 
est.; Colmers Farm girls’ mod., £132,100 est.; Broad- 
meadow prim.. £51.432 est.: Firs Estate prim. and 
nursery unit, £84,454 est.; Bunacre-st. clinic, £32,613 
est., Amblecote sch. for ES-N, £72.475 est.: Wood- 
cock Hill nursery, £18,667 est.; Firsby-rd. nursery 
unit, £21,382 est.; Broadmeadow nursery unit, 
£18,557 est.; Woodgate nursery unit, £20,810 est.: 
Collingwood sch. for ES-N, £71,170 est.: Rednal 

ull nursery unit, £20,576 est.; Sheldon Heath com- 
prehensive, third instalment, £159,618 est.: Byng 
Kenrick girls’ gram., Tile Cross, £251,579 est.; 

Bordesley Green boys’ tech., £93,712 est.: Hands- 
worth boys’ tech., £226,256 est.; Lordswood boys’ 
tech., £245,463 est.; Archbishop Ilsley RC mod., 
£84,727 est.; Boulton-rd. nursery unit, £24,314 est. 
and Hilary-gr. prim., £160,415 est. 

Bolton.—TC approved plans: Shop and office block 
at Newport-st., and Barrow-ct for R. W. Profitt. 
Ltd., repair shop, stores and _ staff amenity block 
at Cunliffe-st. for British Transport Com.: altera- 
tions to Regent Cinema, Deane-rd., for Bolton 
Theatre and Entertainments, Ltd. 

Bracknell.—Development Corpn. approved plans for 
19 shops in Pedestrian-way, between High-st. and 
Proposed new shopping centre to be known as Broad- 
way and to comprise 60-70 shops. 

Bradford.—TC approved plans by City A. for new 
branch libary at Huddersfield-rd. and Woodside-rd., 
Wyke, £15,675 est. 

_Bradford.—City C. propose to erect three one-storey 
villas at the Park, each to accommodate 36 old 
people at cost of £84,628. 

Bridgwater.—HC to invite tenders for 70 traditional 
houses at Sydentam estate.—A comprehensive scheme 
for the replanning of the West-st. area, providing for 
new houses, shops, a civic centre and sites for light 
industries is before TC. Boro’ A. 

Brighton.—Welfare Services Com. approved plans 
by_ Boro’ E&S for Old Folks’ Home at rear of 
“ Tivoli,” London-rd., £25,000 est, also plans for 
extension to Elm Cottage, Woodingdean, as home 
for 30 aged and infirm women, £32,000 est. Boro’ 
E&S, 26-30, King’s-rd., Brighton 


Peter at Penrhosgar- 
Padmore (F), Diocesan 








THE BUILDER 


Cheadle (Staffs)—RDC approved plans for exten- 
sions at St. Giles RC school, Charles-st., for RC 
Diocese of Birmingham. 

Cheshire.—CC to invite tender from J. Gerrard & 





Sons, Ltd., Swinton, nr. Manchester, for erection 
of annexe to County Hall. ; 
Chesterfield.—GPO proposes erection of new tele- 


phone exchange at Saltergate. 

Christchurch (Hants).—70 acres of Lord Malmes- 
bury’s estate at St. Catherine’s Hill is to be developed 
for housing purposes. About 260 houses are pro- 
posed. 


Darlington.—RDC to. build houses at Little 
— and Bishopton. Richard Broom, Council 
ftices. 

Darlington.—Durham CC plans new police build- 
ings. Sketch plans prepared by County A.—TC 
seeks permission from MH&LG to erect further 
houses.—Raine Bros., bldrs., Bowman-st., Harrow- 


houses in  Lunedale-rd. and 

Hutton, Ltd., bldrs., Conis- 
cliffe-rd., propose houses in Glendale-dr., and 
Bussey & Armstrong, bldrs., Brinkburn-rd., are to 
erect houses in Baydale-rd. 

Devizes.—Temders being obtained for 10 Reema 
houses at Ryeleaze, Potterne. Slum clearance re- 
housing 1956 programme includes 4 bungalows and 
6 houses at Beechingstoke, 8 houses at Spaniel’s 
Bridge, Coate, and 4 bungalows at Easterton, Oak-la. 

Dewsbury.—BC to invite tenders for erection of 
dwellings at Walnut-la. and Ossett-la. and bungalows 
at North Park-st. 

Doncaster.—Plan for new civic centre, to include 
health clinic, library, shops, police station, theatre, 
offices and extension of swimming bath approved in 
principle by CBC. A: Frederick Gibberd (F), CBE, 
MTPI. 


Durham.—tTenders being obtained by CC for 
erection of branch libraries at Murton Colliery and 
Blackhall Colliery. Plans by County A. 

Farnham.—Outline approval given to scheme for 
160 houses at site betwean Upper Weybourne-la., 
Weybourne, and Rowhill’s Copse, proposed by Henry 
T. Hill & Sons, Ltd. 

Felling (Durham).—UDC negotiating with Wimpey 
& Co., Ltd., Orchard House, Newcastle-on-Tyne, for 
erection of further ‘* No Fines ’’ houses. 

Gateshead.—The MH&LG has approved in prin- 
ciple construction of branch library at Wrekenton. 
Boro’ E : 

Gateshead.—Plans approved for proposed additions 
in Windermere-st. West for Gateshead Talmudica! 
College. No contracts let. A: Arthur & Kirkup 
(L), 13, Swinburne-st.—Gateshead Central Social 
Club propose new premises in Hopper-st. 

Glossop.—New RC school of St. Mary’s for 
Managers. A: Reynolds & Scott (F), 9, Albert-sq.. 
Manchester. 

Halesowen.—Worcs. 


gate Hill, to erect 
Thornbury-rise.—W. 


CC proposes new ambulance 


station. Approved plans: Four shops with flats over 
at Longlands-rd., Manor Abbey estate for A. 
Mucklow & Co., Ltd.; additional classrooms at 


County mod. sch. for boys. 
Halifax.—MH&LG approved scheme for 100 houses 
for which plans were passed in October. . 
Houghton-le-Spring.—The UDC has submitted to 
MH&LG £25,000 scheme for construction of a central 
depot. Plans by S. 
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Jarrow.—North Eastern Trading Estates, Team 
Valley, Gateshead, propose to build anotlier factory 
and extend two at the Jarrow estate. , 

Kidderminster.—National Standard Co., Ltd., pro. 
poses new factory at Stourport-rd. and Water Nash. 
td. A: Robinson & Kay (A), High-st.. Kidder. 
minster. ; 

Leamington Spa.—TC approved plans for develop. 
ment of private housing site at rear of Leicester-s 
for Bee-Jay Buildings, Ltd., 19, Wharfe-st.. Warwick 

Leeds.—TC to sell site at Swinnow estate to Metho. 
dist Authorities for erection of a new church, 

Leigh.—TC to sell site on Higher Fold estate to 
St. Pauls Labour Club for erection of new club 
premises. ’ é 

Lincoin.—Extension of premises for light industry 
at Outer Circle-rd. proposed by Penney & Porter and 
new premises proposed by Gilbert & Son, Ltd., a 
site allocated by City C. 

Macclesfield.—RDC approved plans for new streets, 
sewers and 123 houses off Oak-gr. and London-rd, 
North for W. H. Matthews, Ltd. | 

Maidenhead.—Tenders to be obtained for 20 houses 
and block of 10 flats for single persens at Spencer's 
estate. Plans for further 58 houses at 
estate to be considered early in 1956. Boro’ §. 

Maidenhead.—HC to obtain tenders for 20 houses 
and 10 flats at Spencer estate and plans for a further 
58 houses there are to be prepared. 

Manchester.—F. W. Woolworth & Co., Ltd., pro. 
pose conversion of Grand Cinema, 915, Stockport 
rd., Levenshulme, into multiple store. Plans by 
own staff at Water-st., Liverpool. : 

Manchester.—TC approved plans for erection of 
motor-car showrooms at 353/355, Moss-la. East, 
Manchester, for Frank B. Cordingley & Sons. Plans 
by E. R. Fleming (A), 6, Hargreaves-rd., Timperley 
—Single-storey extension to existing office and stores 
at Curzon-st., Chorlton-on-Medlock, for Alpha 
Trading Co., Ltd. A: Major R. Bull, 91, High-st, 








































Cheadle.—New premises at Selstead-rd., Woodhouse | 


Park Labour 
Marley-close, 


Woodhouse 


Park, Wythenshawe, for 
Cooper, 7, 


Club. Plans by M. 
Timperley. : ; 
Manchester.—Two-storey office extension at Travis- 
st. for Wrights Packers & Shippers, Ltd. A: Druy 
& Gomersall (L), Roxy Cinema, Oxford-rd.—ll 
houses and 11 lock-up garages at corner of Cringle- 
rd. and Stockport-rd., Levenshulme, for Cosgrove & 
Ptnrs. A: Roberts & Roberts, 40, King-st. 
Middlesbrough.—Regional Hosp. Bd. has agreed 
to spend -£90,000 on the accident and orthopedic 
department at General Hospital. kL: 
Middlesbrough.—TC inviting tenders for additions 
to the corporation transport depot. Ae ‘e. 
Crawford (L), 80, Borough-rd., Middlesbrough. | 
Middlesbrough.—TC has suggested Crown-st. as sil 
for proposed new post office and telephone managers 
office.—North Riding EC proposes to build six ~~ 
schools in Eston area. County A.—Ind. Coop 
Allsopp. Ltd., brewers, Burton-on-Trent, propose (0 
enlarge Grand Hotel.—New hall and classrooms to 


i E > E.—Plans 
be built to Acklam-rd. gram. sch. Boro E—% 
- se prepared for a Baptist Church at North 
Ormesby. 


Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Presbyterian Church consider 
RI ction a a new church west of Hailsham-ave 
on Longbenton housing estate. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Revised plans My 
63 houses at Silver Lonnen area for R. Bowey : 
Son, bldrs., 34, Great North-rd. A: Dryden : 
Shaw, 6, Market-st.—Plans prepared for four | = 
of dwellings at Ropery Walk, and five-storey fla 


approved for 


i a 2e- atc. City 
and maisonettes in Rowntree rd., etc. C ie 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.—EC appointed Spence M 
Price (A), 26, St. Mary’s-pl., as architects for > 
secondary modern schools to be built at Kent 
estate. ney 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Work on new Rutherford 


high sch. for the EC to begin next spring (£270,000 


yi , ambton-rd.— 
sst.). City A. QS: R. H. Duns, Lam : 
Final plans in hand for £145 000 scheme 4 ne 
Firfield sec. mod. sch. A: Gray & Pinrs. (F), 


Camden-st., North Shields; QS: Curley & Edwards, 


11, Eldon-sq. 


Northants.—EC for extensions 


received approval 


. ol 
at Rothwell sec. mod. sch. and are to include . 
lowing in 1956/7 programme: infants’ sch. : 
Barton Seagrave, Kettering: and extensions 


4 . chs. 
Thrapson cty. mod. and Towcester cty. mod. sch 


: SAG "CE for 
North Riding.—Tenders being invited by age for 
new Brotton cty.mod. sch. A: Hadfie d, ae 
& Davidson (F), 1, High Court, Sheffield, - 
T. Barrett, Sons & Ptnrs., 50, Pall Mall, W * 1 
North Shields. —Blackwood Hodge. . ve 
Northampton, propose offices and store in lorham 
oa en Development Corpn., — 
Hall. Castle Eden, Co. Durham, to place was 4 
for building 48 houses at Dene House. Corp! 
Chief A: W. J. Scott (F). £25,000 
Peterlee.—New workmans’ club, cost 4+); 


Newcastle-on-Tyne. 


2US 3, Gallowgate,. F 
M. Angus (L), 3, G g Snineret to 


¥- i 
Plymouth.—C. and J. Clark, of Street, 


‘ old 
build boot and shoe factory to employ er eae 
Crowntill Waterworks site at _ Whitleigh.— sth 
struction Com. approved elevation of new * 


¥ i Q ide Jnion-st. 
Century-Fox cinema at south side of Union-s = 


ortsmouth.—Schemes for building new 3° 
ir the aged at Link-rd., Cosham, and wo 
Southsea, approved by Services Welfare Com. ge 

Prudhoe (Northumberland).—First staze of  atee 
by Newcastle Regional Hospital Board for. 
additions to Prudhoe and Monkton Hospital ey in 
to tender and building operations will commence ha 
April. Proposals include 20 staff houses. Plans >) 


P. H. Knighton, MBE (A), Board’s Chief A, in « 
junction with S. W. Milbuin & Pinrs. (F), % 
Sunderland. 
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Redcar.—North Riding EC to obtain tenders for 
building new Redcar West cty. mod. sch. A: D. C. 
Hall, 6, Masons-yd., Duke:-st., SWl. QS: Davis, 
Belfield & Everest, 9, Ashley-pl., SWI. ; 

Redcar.—North Riding EC received sanction from 


MoE to proceed with second stage of £400,000 
technical college. Cnty: A. County Hall. 
Northallerton. 


Rochdale.—-TC_ approved plans of new hotel at 
junction Albert Royds-st./Samson-st. for Cornbrook 
Brewery Co., Ltd. : ; 

Rotherham.—Work on erection of steel frame of 
new continuous medium strip mill at Brinsworth for 
Steel, Peech and Tozer, £3} million est., is planned 
to begin in January. 

Ryton (Durham).—UDC surveyor to 
suitability of land between Brettanby-gdns. 
Flevaston-rd. for erection of old people’s houses. 

St. Albans.—-Handley Page, Ltd., propose office 
extensions to Radlett aerodrome which will involve 
demolition of almost half the village of Colney Street. 

Scarborough.—TIC to erect nine houses or flats in 
Spreight Lane Steps at Longwestgate. 


report on 
and 


Scarborough.—CofE Authorities propose new 
school nr. Scarborough Hospital.—TC approved 
plans: extensions to factory at Seamer-rd. for 
Tesseymans of Scarborough, Ltd.; boat building 


premises at Mast Yard, Sandside, for J. A. Ley.— 
Scarborough Holiday Chalets, Ltd., propose recon- 
struction of Scalby Mills Camp, £250,000 est. 

Scarborough.—TP approval to proposed Methodist 
church and hall at Wreyfield-dr., Barrowcliff. 

Sheffield.—Regional Hospital Board propose exten- 
sions and reorganisation at City General Hospital. A 
Sir John Burnet, Tait & Ptnrs. (F), 10, Bedford-sq., 
Wi 


ce. 

Sheffield.—Scheme for new markets at Exchange-st. / 
Waingate site is before the Sheftield Markets Com. 
Estimated cost exceeds £1 million. It is proposed 
that Sir William Holford & Ptnrs. (F) should be 
appointed to prepare plans. yy 

Southport.—Compretensive modernisation scheme 
which will completely transform the Railway Hotel 
was approved by licensing justices. A: Ronald E. 
Cookson (A), 34, Derby-st., Ormskirk. 

Southport.—Plans for new industrial estate to 
accommodate 30 factories and 400 houses on 66 acres 
at Churchtown, proposed by Southport Factory 
Estate Co., Ltd., and est. to cost £3 million, approved 





by TP Com. A: Arthur R. Johnson (A), 11, Peter- 
st., Manchester 2. 

South Shields. —Whitstone Properties, Ltd., pro- 
pose offices, etc., to plans by Cotton, Ballard & 
Blow, Haymarket House, Newcastle-on-Tyne.— 


Sunderland and South Shields Water Co., John-st., 
Sunderland, to build new premises to plans by G. T. 
Brown & Son, Barclays Bank-chbrs., Fawcett-st. 

Stafford.—British Reinforced Concrete Streei Co.. 
Ltd., proposes new factory adjoining that existing at 
Lichfield-rd. 

Stockport.—EC proposes erection of new cty. sec. 
sch. at Brinnington. 

Stokesley.—RDC to proceed with scheme for 120 
houses at Nunthorpe station. 

Sunderland.—Directors of Sunderland Footbail 
Club propose to build new stand to cost £20,000.- 
Sunderland RDC plan to build 200 houses next year 
100 by direct labour. S.—River Wear Commis 
sioners have approved plans by J. L. Thomson & 
Sons, Ltd., shipbuilders, for alterations at their ship 
yard for the building of larger tankers. 

Thirsk.—RDC to erect 52 houses at Norby. 

Thornaby-on-Tees.—Wimpey & Co., Ltd., Orchard 
House,  Newcastle-on-Tyne, propose developing 
private housing estate near Lanehouse-rd., Thornaby. 

Tynemouth.—Blackwood Hodge, Ltd., Northamp- 
ton, makers of heavy earth-moving machinery, have 
taken site at Coast-rd., Tynemouth, for erection ot 
Offices, stores and other buildings. 

Tynemouth.—_G. H. Gray & Ptnrs., Camden-st., 
North Shields, preparing revised sketch plans for 
Proposed new sec. tech, sch. for EC.—Dowsett Land 
Investments, Ltd., Tallington, Stamford, Lincs, are 
to establish works on site of old Northumberland 
Shipyard. Howdon, for making of pre-stressed con- 
crete components for civil engineering industry. Work 
will involve erection of offices, stores, plant and 
workshops.—Plans approved for factory in Bird-st. 
for T. B. Bilton & Sons, engrs., etc., Bell-st., North 
Shields, and contract expected to be let soon. A: 
William Stockdale (F). 73, Howard-st., North 
Shields.-Wesley Methodist church, Coach-la., North 
Shields, destroyed by bombs, to be rebuilt. A: 
William Stockdale. 

Tynemouth.—TC has offered site in Hartington- 
td., Marden. to J. W. Cameron & Co., Ltd., Lion 
Brewery, West Hartlepool, for erection of public 


house. Firm’s own A.—Northumberland and Durham 
Brewers i 


N Ass. bought site in Queen Alexandra-rd., 
North Shields, for proposed licensed premises. 
_ Wakefield. Montague Burton, Ltd., propose erec- 


tion of new shop premises at 36/42 Kirkgate. Plans 
by Staff A: N. Martin, Hudson-rd. Mills, Leeds. 
Walsall.—BC proposes erection of new home for 
aged persons at Ryecroft-pl., £69,800 est. 

_ Walsall.—Noirit, Ltd., Propose new premises at 
Green-la. Bayley & Murray, Caxton-chbrs., Derwell- 
st.. Walsall. 

Walsall.—TC approved in principle scheme for old 
People’s home at Ryecroft-pl., £70,000 est. 

, Varwickshire.—CC approved scheme for erection 
Gaydon Airfield cty. jun. and infants’ sch.. 
41,000 est. 

Wednesbury.—TC approved plans of factory at 
ortway-rd. estate for Emms & Evans, Ltd. — 
West Harilepool.—Taylor & Evans, Ltd., bldrs., 





are. Propose building 30 two-storey houses 
A. f ve bungalows at Seaton Carew.—Plans by Boro’ 
- for 48 flats on Owton Manor es 


tate approved by 
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TPC.—R. H. Duns, Lambton-rd., Newcastle-on- 
fyne, and Cairns & Byles, Osborne-rd., Newcastle- 
on-Tyne, who were QS and cons. engrs., respectively, 
tor Stage 1 of Brierton cty. sec. mod. sch., have 
been retained for Stage 2. Quantities to be prepared. 

Weston-super-Mare.—BC to negotiate with John 
Laing & Son, Ltd., for erection of 84 Easiform new 


traditional houses and 166 traditional dwellings at 
Oldmixon site No. 1. 
Worcestershire.—EC approved sketch plans for 


extensions at Pershore cty. sec. sch., £16,500 est., and 
for new workshops at Halesowen College of Fur- 
ther Education, £17,150 est.—CC approved sketch 
plans for Hagley RC Special Agreement sec. sch., 
£105,600 est. 

Workington.—Regional Hospital Board approved 
plans for maternity block at Workington Hospital. 
Oldfield, Simpson & Son (F), Workington. 

Yorkshire.—Building programme of new churches 
and Lalls in new housing areas of York Diocese is 
estimated to cost £300,000. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisivnally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

q Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 
ments. 


Alcester (Warwicks).—Maudslay Motor Co., Ltd., 
commercial vehicle manufacturers, to extend their 
factory ai Great Alne by total floor area of 101,000 
sq. ft. 

Barnsley.—Erection of maternity and child welfare 
clinic at Pontefract-rd. for TC: *T. H. Watford, Ltd., 
Wombwell, £19,752. 


Belper.—12 houses at Smalley for RDC. *J. Mill- 
ward & Sons, Belper, £15,353. 
Birkenhead.—70 houses, 24 flats, 9 shops and 


maisonettes at Overchurch estate, contract 2, More- 


ton-rd., Upton. Boro’ A: T. A. Brittain, FRIBA, 
DipArch, 3, Conway-st.: *T. Warrington & Sons, 
Ltd., 82, Station-rd., Ellesmere Port, Cheshire, 
£162,975. 

Blackburn.—Erection of following dwellings at 
Shadworth estate four TC:—53, *Middleton & Co 
(Blackpoo)), Ltd., Bank-st. Sidings, Blackpool, 


£63,173; 24, *Gregory Construction (North Western), 
Ltd., £29,905; 28, *Direct labour, £37,670. 

Brighton.—27 houses in section 13, North Wood- 
ingdean estate for TC: Peak Construction Co., Ltd., 
£42,461; *Perryman (Building Contractors), Ltd., 
£41,208. 31 houses in section 16, North Wooding- 
dean estate for TC: Peak Construction Co., Ltd., 
£50,967; *Perryman (Building Contractors), Ltd., 
£49,399. 10 houses in section 17, North Wooding- 
dean estate for TC: G. Watts, Brighton, 7, £16,187; 
Peak Construction Co., Ltd.. £15,447; *Perryman 
(Building Contractors), Ltd.. £15,074. 

Burnley.—74 houses at Far Brunshaw estate for 
TC. *Middleton & Co., Ltd., Blackpool, £95,643. 

Camberwell.—4 houses at Danby-st./Avondale-rise 
for BC. *Greenaway and Son, Ltd., 265, Lordship- 
la., SE22. £10,751 (subject to Ministry approval).— 
52 dwellings with garages at Camberwell-gr. for BC. 
*Henry Boot & Son, Ltd. £125,879. 

Cardiff.—92 maisonettes, Hodges-row, Bute-st., 
for City C. City S.: *Geo. Wimpey & Co., Ltd., 
Hammersmith-gr., W6. : 

Carlisle.—Conversion works at City Hall for TC 
*G. C. Robertson, Holme Works, Norfolk-st.. 
£10,802. 

Chorley.—18 houses and 12 flats at Coppull and 17 
houses and 4 flats at Mawdesley for RDC. *J & H. 
Bullough, Ltd., Chorley, £42,633 and £31,077. 

Colne.—20 bungalows at Byron-rd. and Vincent-st. 
ami 1 at Windy Bank for TC: *Direct labour. 

Dagenham.—(1) 20 old people’s flats and 2 two- 
bedroomed houses at Marks Gate estate and (2) 14 
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old people’s dwellings at Woodlamds estate. *Direct 
labour (1) £36,573, (2) £21,808. 

Edinburgh.—Two new operating theatres at Western 
General Hospital for Regional Hospital Board. A: 
Basil Spence & Ptnrs. (F), Edinburgh: *William 
Arnott McLeod & Co., Ltd., ‘Edinburgh, £76,000. 

Enfield.—123 houses and 18 flats at Manor Farm 
site for BC. *Townsend & Collins, Ltd. £223,365. 

Failsworth.—22 houses at Bardsley Fold estate 
for UDC: *H. Massey, £30,390. 

Friern Barnet.—Housing development at Derwent- 
cres. for UDC. *Gregory Housing, Ltd. £53,721 
(subject to Ministry approval). 

Glasgow.—New Protestant prim. sch. at Barlanark 
housing development. Council A: John Macnab (F), 


Education Offices, Bath-st., Glasgow, WC2. Gen. 
contrs.: *Hills (West Bromwich), Ltd., Albion-rd., 


West Bromwich. 
Heston and Isleworth.—First stage of new branch 
*S. 


library at Cranford for BC. . Mace, Ltd., 
£13,879; Bird & Cargill, Ltd., £14,248; E. B. Holmes 
& Co., Ltd., £14,623; A. E. Mace & Son, Ltd., 


£14,952; Roger Miller & Co., Ltd., £14,988; Heath 

Bros. (Heston), Ltd., £15,989; Arthur Watson, Ltd., 

£16,070; Token Construction Co., Ltd., £18,763. 
Higham Ferrers.—22 houses and 6 flats at Elizabeth- 


way for TC. *Brown & Stokes Bros., Ltd.. 106, 
Wharf-rd., Higham Ferrets. 

Ilkeston.—New factory at Corporation-rd. for 
Trentham Manufacturing Co., Ltd.: *F. Perks & 
Sons, Ltd., Bridge-st., Long Eaton. 

Lanarkshire.—Extension to St. Monica R.C. 


prim. sch. at Coatbridge. A: William R. Watt (F), 
Education Offices, Albert-st., Motherwell-Wishaw. 
Gen. Contrs.: *George Wimpey & Co., Ltd., Bridge- 
of-Weir-rd., Linwood, Johnstone, £94,106. 


Lanarkshire.—District garage at Blantyre. William 
R. Wait (F), Education A. Council Offices. Albert- 
st., Motherwell-Wishaw. Principal contrs., *Scott & 


Co. (Builders), Ltd., 25-27, Bellburn-st., 
Wishaw. 

Lancs.—Erection of Walton-le-Dale, Bamber Bridge 
ety. see. sch., for OC: *Baxendale Bros., Ltd., 
Victoria Sawmills, Chorley, £120,942. 

Liverpool.—Factory at Kirkby Industria) estate for 
Kraft Foods, Ltd., Hayes, Middx. R. M. Anderson, 
resident ener. QS: Gerald C. Speidel & Ptnrs.: 
*Kyle Stewart, Ltd., London. 

"London (Admiralty).—Contracts over £1,000 in 
value:—Hants: Building work, *H. E. Collins, Ltd.. 
Eastern-rd., Farlington, Portsmouth; *Henry Jones & 
Son (Portsmouth), Ltd., Aldwell-st., Southsea, Hants. 
Pembs: Building work, *Wm. Eaves & Co., Ltd., 
Daggers Hall Works, Vicarage-la., Blackpool. 
Suffolk: New roads and railways, *W. & C. French. 
Ltd.. Buckhurst Hill, Essex. Kent: Tubular gates and 
fencing, *A. A. Carell & Sons, Ltd., 17. Duke-st.. 
Deal, Kent. Hants: Demolition work, *Keith Andrew 
and Co., Ltd., 7, Warwick-st., Worthing. Fifeshire: 
Painting work, *A. F. Rolland, Lid., 27-31. Carnegie- 
st., Dunfermline. Hants: Civil engineering work. 
*Trollope & Colls, Ltd., 41-44, Gt. Queen-st., WC2. 


Motherwell- 


Yorkshire: Resheeting, *Thos Cotton, Ltd., Mans- 
field, Notts. Somerset: Building work, *C. F. Unwin 
& Sons, Ltd., St. Peter-st., Tiverton, Devon. 


Dorset: Asphalting roofs, *Val de Travers Asphalte, 
Ltd., 229, High-st.. Exeter. Hants: Therma! insula- 
tion, *Manchester Slate Co., Ltd., 53, Cavendish-rd., 
SWwi2. Kent: Asphalting roofs, *Val de Trayers 
Asphalte Co., Ltd., 34, St. George’s-pl., Canterbury. 
Cheshire: Building work, *W. A. Jones & Son, Ltd., 
11, Atkinson-rd.. Sale, Cheshire. Devon: Painting 
work, *E. C. Pillar & Son, Anzac-st., Dartmouth. 
Dumbarton: Foundations, *McKean & Co. (Glasgow). 
Ltd., 147, West Regent-st., Glasgow, C2. Warwick- 
shire: Resheeting and reglazing, *C. Walsh Graham, 
Ltd., Perry-st., Wednesbury, Staffs. Salon: Building 
work, *J. Herbert Smith (Kidderminster), Ltd.. 
Station Hill, Kidderminster. Northumberland: Civil 


engineering work, *Purdie Lumsden & Co., Ltd., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. Kent: Building work, *Keith 
Blackman, Ltd., Tottenham, N17: civil engineering 


work, *Concrete Piling, Ltd., 10, Westminster Palace- 
gdns., Artillery-row. SW1. 

€London (Air Ministry).—Contracts to the value 
of £500 or over for the week ended November 26:— 

Artificers’ work: Wm. Eaves & Co., Ltd., Daggers 
Hall Works, Vicarage-la., Blackpool; CAS (Con- 
tractors), Ltd., 7, Drayton-gdns.. SW7:; Build- 
ing work: Janes (Builders), Ltd., Buckingham-ave.. 
Trading Estate, Slough, Bucks; Strengthening and 
extending runway: A. Monk & Co., Ltd., Padgate. 
Warrington, Lancs. Refelting roofs: Field & Palmer. 
Ltd., Station-rd., N22. 

©London (MoW).—Contracts placed in week ending 
November 19: Aberdeenshire: SHD Marine Labora- 
tory, Abbey-road, Aberdeen, erection of store. *S. B 
Russell & Sons, Ltd., 10, Affleck-st., Aberdeen 
Essex: Harold Hill, Nr. Romford. fitting LCC build- 
ing as new post office, *G. Whiffin & Son, Brynosk. 
Coopersale. Epping. Hampshire: Christchurch 
MEXE., design and contro] building, stage 1, *Laven- 
‘Jer McMillan (Contrs.), Ltd., 54, Cheam Common-rd.. 
Worcester Park, Surrey. Hertfordshire: St. Albans, 
erection of TE, *Allen Fairhead & Sons, Ltd., 
Sydney-rd.. Enfield. Lancashire: Telephone House 
Chapel-st.. Salford, internal and external decorations. 
*Arthur Pugh & Co., Ltd.. 236, Bolton-rd., Salford. 
6: Head Post Office. Widnes, extensions, *John 
McGeoch & Sons, Ltd.. Arthur-la., Kirkby Trading 
Estate, nr. Liverpool. Lanarkshire: POT Manager’s 
Office. 250, St. Vincent-st., Glasgow, C2, adaptations 
to basement, ground, first and fourth floors, *James 
Laidlaw & Sons, Ltd., Clydesdale Works. Dal- 
marnock Bridge. Rutherglen. Lincolnshire: Gains- 
borough, alterations to apparatus and switch room 
at HPO and TE. *Clayton & Thornhill, Ltd.. 134a. 
Trinity-st., Gainsborough, Lincs. London: Faraday 
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Bidgs., Queen Victoria-st., EC4, internal decorations, 
*J. Ww. Green (Painters), Ltd., 171, Graham-rd., 
SWi9g. Middlesex: Home Office, Avondale-gdns., 
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*Deeds (Builders), 
Wembley, erection 
& Sons, Ltd., 


Hounslow, external decorations, 
Ltd., 173, Stains-rd., Hounslow; 
of Crown building, *J. M. Hill 
Heather Park-dr., North Circular-rd., Wembley. 
Surrey: Ordnance Survey Office, Chessington, internal 
decorations, *J. W. Green (Painters), Ltd., 171. 
Graham-rd., SW19; Min. of Labour, ‘* Woodlee,”” 
Egham, provision of new dormitory block to blocks 
Al and A2, *E. P. Wickens & Sons, Ltd., 93, 
Eastworth-rd., Chertsey. Warwickshire: PO Eng. 
Dept., Garrison-la., Birmingham, internal decora- 
tions, *Alfred Bagnall & Sons, Ltd., Navigation-st., 
Wolverhampton. 

€London (War Dept.).—Works contracts placed in 
week ended November 19: Essex: concrete hard- 
standings, *E. E. Cross & Son, Gidea Park. Hamp- 
shire: painting and decorating, *F. Labbett & Sons, 
Ltd., Nottingham. Hampshire: repairs to jetty and 
pier, *Wall Bros., Fishbourne, [OW. Kent: electrical 
installation, *Hackbridge Cable Co., Ltd., Hack- 
bridge. London: heating and hot water installation, 
*F. J. Baynes & Co., Ltd., London; repair to lifts, 


*Bennie Lifts, Ltd., London. Middlesex: painting, 
*Fields, Ltd., Richmond; miscellaneous, *Poolman 
(Bidrs.), Ltd., London. Midlothian: building work, 
McPherson & Gray, Edinburgh. Norfolk: roofing 
work, *W. F. Pointer & Sons, Ltd., Norwich. 
Nottingham: painting and decorating, *F. Labbett & 
Sons, Ltd., Nottingham. Oxfordshire: building work, 
*Tersons, Ltd., London. Warwickshire: painting and 


decorating, *J. H. Woodward (Contrs.), Ltd., 
Leamington Spa. Wiltshire: painting and decorating, 
*Decorative Painting Contractors, Ltd., Hounslow. 
Yorkshire: building work, *C. Chapleo & Sons, Ley- 
burn. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—75 houses at, Kenton North 
housing estate for City C. City A. *Cussins (Contrs.). 
Ltd., The Drive, Gosforth, £110,069. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne. — Five-storey additions to 
chemistry laboratory at King’s College. A: W. B. 
Edwards & Ptnrs., 52, Eldon-pl.: *Stanley Miller, 
Lad... 27. North-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Oxford.—Erection of new community centre at 
Rose Hill for City C. City Architect and Planning 
Officer: E. G. Chandler, ARIBA, AMTPI. Qs: 
Henry Cooper & Son: *Svmm & Co., Ltd., 43, Little 
Clarendon-st., Oxford, £12,799. 

Plymouth. ~_Works, for City C: 23 flats at Woolster- 
st. and Stillman-st., *J. Kerswell & Sons, Ltd., 
£45,985; 4 shops, 4 maisonettes and 18 garages at 
Chaucer-way, Honicknowle, *J. Kerswell & Sons, 
Ltd., £18,747; 29 Easiform dwellings at Farm-la. 
extension, Honicknowle, *John Laing & Sons, Ltd., 
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£43,134; 27 flats and maisonettes at corner of Stoke. 
rd. and King-st., *F. J. Stanbury, Ltd., £54 933 (ai) 
subject to MH&LG approval). 

Rushden.—Erection of proposed new St. Pete, 
Church: *R. Marriott, Ltd., Higham-rd., Rushden, 

St. Helens.—61 dwellings at Hayes-st. site, Thatt, 
Hatch, for BC: *Geo. Wimpey & Co., Ltd. London, / 

Seaham.—14 houses at Henry-st. for UDC. § 
A. M. Smith: *Direct labour. 

Sedgefield.—14 houses and bungalows 
Middleham for RDC. Housing A: R. 
*Direct labour, £17,113. 

Shepherd’s Bush.—Excavation and foundations of ’ 
main building at BBC-television centre. A: Graham 
Dawbarn, CBE (F): *Geo. Wimpey & Co., Ltd 
London. 

Wallingford.—Two blocks 
*Boshers (Cholsey), Ltd. 
try approval). 





at Bishop 
Dobson: 


of 6 houses for BC 
£17,091 Gubiect: to Minis. ) 


Warwickshire.—Erection of raga schools, for 
CC: Solihull, Sharmans Cross cty. sec. boys, *. 
Bryant & Son, Ltd., 65, Whitmore-rd., “Birmaake 
£142,301; Rugby, St. Marie’s RC sec. *Bosworth & 


Wakeford, Ltd., New-st., Daventry, £73, 834; rebuild. 
ing of Bidford-on-Avon C of E jun. and i nfants’ 


*W. A. Cox (Evesham), Ltd., Abbey Gate, Eveshan 








£15,642; second instalment of _Mid-Warwickshire 
Pg of Raa Education, *C. Bryant & Son 
td., £124, 


Whinkenen. -Cilaie on Valley estate for Cumber. | 
land CC. County A. *Thomas Armstrong, Ltd 
Cockermouth, £10,609. 

Worcs.—Following, for CC: Erection of Kidder. 


minster, Comberton cty. prim. sch., *A. Guest 
Ltd., Stourbridge, £74,667; extensions at Longlan 
cty. sec. sch., *A. H. Guest, Ltd., £65,812; erection | 


Hasbury Farm cty. prim. jun. sch, 
West-st., Black- 


of Halesowen, 
*W. Cooper & Son (Builders), Ltd., 
heath, Birmingham, £50,861. 





| 
ELECTRICITY BOARD EXPERIMENT | 


Six experimental houses have been erec- 
ted by the Yorkshire Electricity Board for | 
workers at their Keadby (Lincs) power 
station and the families have just moved in. 
The Board’s technicians will test, by means 
of recording instruments, various devices, 
such as the use of heat pumps to extract } 
warm or cold air from the pantries and the 
warming of rooms by heated floors, which 
have been installed in the houses. 
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